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AN  authentic  account  of  the  death 
of  the  unfortunate  doctor  Wil¬ 
liams  and  doctor  Bennet  of  Kingfion  in 
'Jamaica ,  on  the  29th  of  December j 
I75°>  caus’d  by  the  following  Papers,- 

After  a  great  deal  of  ill  language  they 
proceeded  to  blows,  which  caufed  chal¬ 
lenges  and  acceptance,-  and  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  do&or  Bennet  went  arm’d  with 
his  fword  and  a  brace  of  piftols  to 
doctor  Williams's  door  very  early,  and 
knocked  him  up  ;  Williams  faw  from 
his  window  who,  it  was,  and  what  he 
had  to  exped ;  upon  which  he  loaded 

A  a  ,  his 


(  iv  } 

liis  piftols  with  Goofe ,  or  Swan  {hot ; 
and  flinging  his  drawn-fword  by  a  rib¬ 
band  upon  his  wrift,  came  down,  and 
opening  the  door,  juft  fufficient  to  ad¬ 
mit  his  hand  with  a  piftol,  poured  a 
fhot  full  into  poor  Bennet' s  breaft, 
who  had  delivered  his  own  arms  to  his 
boy,  whilft  he  called  Williams  out  j 
which  when  he  had  done,  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  purfue  Bennet ,  reeling  to  his 
boy,  and  wounded  him  with  the  other 
piftol  in  his  knee.  Bennet  by  this  time 
had  gained  his  fword  only,  which  was 
faftened  fo  ftrongly  in  the  fcabbard, 
that  with  all  his  endeavours  he  could 
not  draw  it.  When  Williams  had  fired 
his  fecond  piftol,  Bemiet  turned  upon 
him,  thanked  God  he  had  power  to  be 
reveng’d,  and  whilft  he  endeavoured 
to  releafe  his  imprifon’d  weapon,  beg¬ 
ged  of  God  to  invigorate  him  a  few 
moments ;  but  Williams  then  gave  him 
a  mortal  thruft  under  his  right  arm, 
which  pierced  the  lungs  on  both  fides ; 
having  done  this  he  was  turning  to  run 
for  it,,  but  that  moment  Bennet  drew 

his 


(  v  ) 

his  fvvord,  and  made  a  pafs  at  Wil¬ 
liams ,  which  entering  under  the  right 
clavicle  or  collar  bone,  pierced  the  in¬ 
ternal  jugular  vein,  and  finilhed  its 
courfe  in  the  fhoulder  blade,  breaking 
off  at  the  place  of  entrance ;  however, 
Williams  run  about  ten  or  fifteen  yards 
and  then  fell,  fuffocated  with  his  blood, 
and  never  Ipoke  more.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate  Bennet  furvived  him  about  four 
hours,  and  then  expired,  in  the  moft 
agonizing  pains  imaginable. 
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Petet  autem  novum  quoque  confiliumy  non  ab  rebus  latent ibus 
( iftcs  enim  dubica  &  insert#  funt)  fed  ab  hisy  qucs  explorari 
pojfunt  5  id  eft9  evidentibus  caufis . 

A  Corn.  Celsi  Prof. 
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H  A  T  no  one  hath  yet  endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  pub- 
lie  the  nature  andcaufes  of  this  fatal  bilious ,  or  yellow,  fe¬ 
ver  of  Jamaica,  is  fomewhat firange  \  and  it  is  the  more  fur- 
prizing  as  we  have  had  phyjicians  capable  of  doing  it.  Sure 
fuch  a  tajk  would  not  be  unworthy  of  thofe  learned  gentlemen 
fortune  hath  placed  above  the  necejfity  of  pr a ttifng  phyfic  for 
a  livelihood  l 

To  me  it  appears  a  debt  due  to  mankind  from  every  capable 
per f on  to  communicate  what  may  be  ufefid  to  fociety,  andmore 
particularly  what  tends  to  theimjnediateprefervation  of  the fpecies , 
When  1  have  talked  with  fame  judicious  gentlemen  about  the 
nature  and  caufes  of  this  fever  ;  and  mentioned  my  defgn  of 
writing  upon  the  fubjeSi  ;  theanfwer  I  commonly  received  was^ 
That  the  difeafe  was  fufficiently  known  ;  but  little  could 
be  done  for  the  patient :  and  that,  in  its  greater  degree-, 
this  fever  was  generally  incurable. 

;v  But  us  Lord  Bacon  obferves ,  to  declare  difeafes  incurable 
is  to  eftablifh  negligence  and  carelefihefs  as  it  were  by  law-, 
and  to  fereen  ignorance  from  reproach  *.  Whether  the 
follozving  fheets  will  give  any  light  into  this  dif order  ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  real  nature  and  caufes  of  this  difeafe ,  together  with 
the  proper  method  of  treating  it  are  pointed  out ,  I  leave  to  ca¬ 
pable  judges  to  determine.  Be  the  fuccefs  what  it  will ;  the 
World  ought  not  only  to  excufe ,  but  applaud  me ;  becatife  the 
real  motive  that  induced  me  to  write  upon  this  fever  was 
a  fine  ere  define  to  ferve  mankind:  which  define  will  be  gratified 
if  this  effay  Jhould'  fpur  on  others ,  perhaps  more  capable ,  to 
write  upon  the  fubjecl. 

What  1  have  found  by  long  and faithful  obfervation  and  ex* 
perience  to  be  ufeful  or  hurtful  I  have  pointed  out .  And  if 
uncommon  fuccefs  in  the  cure  of  this  fever  is  any  proof  of  the 
juflnefs  of  my  practice,  I  have  that  to  fuppori  it. 

As  Hook  upon  the  etiology  of  this  difeafe  to  be  what  is  mofi 
Wanted ,  I  have  confined  this  effay  chiefly  to  that  3  touching  but 


lighilp 
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lightly  on  the  diagnojlick  or  prognojlick :  For  thefe  parts  of  the 
practice  ofphyfic9  in  this  diforder ,  are  well  known  to  all  zvho 
have  lived  any  confiderahle  time  in  the  country ,  or-  have  at¬ 
tended fick  fir  angers.  Of  the  dietetick  and  therapeutick  parts 
/  have  faid  enough  to  thofe  acquainted  with  difeafes  :  had  I 
faid  more ,  it  might  not  have  rendered  this  effay  more  ufefulto 
thofe  unacquainted  with  medicines  and  difeafes . 

Some  few  years  ago  when  thefe  papers  were  wrote ,  we  had 
fever al  advocates  for  the  alexipharmic  or  fudorific  method : 
And  as  Wainewright  obferves,  we  may  conclude  how  fit  they 
were  to  be  trufted  with  the  patient’s  life,  who  inftead  of 
curbing  the  too  impetuous  motion  of  the  blood  with  cool¬ 
ing  diluters,  and  moderate  evacuations,  fpur’d  it  on  fafter 
with  their  heating  cordials,  and  alexipharmics* . 

It  appears  to  me  that  no  man^  let  his  genius  or  flock  of  learn¬ 
ing  he  what  it  will ,  can  be  a  judge  of  the  diforder s  of  this 
country  without  faithful  obfervation  and  experience ;  yet  the 
pajjion  for  novelty  is  Jo  great  amongfl  us  that  fame  perfons  fa- 
crifice  life  itfelf  to  it, 

- - quae  tanta  infania  cives? 

A  new  comer ,  whofe  head  is  filled  with  theory  and  darling 
hypothefes ,  by  fome  will  be  trufted  before  a  man  who  like  honejl 
and  careful  Sydenham  hath  made  himfelf  acquainted  zvith  the 
difeafes  of  the  country ,  and  prudently  follows  the  veftigia  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  never  facrificing  his  patient  to  any  favourite  hypothefis • 

Another  Jho eking  confederation  is ,  that  reputation  in  the 
practice  of  phy fee  is  not  acquired  by  medicinal  knowledge ,  ex¬ 
perience  ^  and  thofe  accompli  foments  which  render  a  phyfician 
jujily  eminent  in  other  places ,  but  to  the  f anguine  endeavours  of 
party  ;  fo  that  men  s  lives  are  facrificed  to  pique  and  prejudice ; 
and  that  noble  and  ufeful  art  the  practice  of  medicine  ( hereto¬ 
fore  the  Jludy  of  princes)  isnowprofiituted  to  the  bafeft  ends . 

To  relieve  a  fellow  creature  languijhing  under  difeafe^  or  tor¬ 
tured  with  excruciating  pains y  is  great  and  godlike  :  And 
whofoever  is  capable  of  doing  this ,  rnujl  in  the  exercife  of  his 
profejfion  (in  my  opinion)  enjoy  the  great  ejl  pie  a  fur e  the  human 
mind  is  capable  of. 

The  honourable  ajfembly  hath  wifely  confidered  that  the  good , 
welfare  and  fecurity  of  this  ifland  depends  greatly  on  the  in- 


*  Gbap.  5.  fee,  to,  of  acute  dijiempers, 
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creafe  of  its  white  inhabitants :  and  to  that  end  hath  given  ( ae~ 
cording  to  the  accuftomed  goodnefs  and  generofity  of  that  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe )  the  greateft  encouragement  ever  was  given  to 
ftrartgers  to  become  fettlers  in  this  if  and.  And  Jhould  not  we 
as  ardently  feek  after  means  to  keep  them  alive  when  they  do 
come  here  ?  1  have  feen  fever al  melancholy  inftances  of  flr an¬ 
gers  who j  upon  their  fir  ft  arrival ,  by  walking  too  brijkly ,  and 
carelefiy  expoftng  themfelves  to  the  meridian  fun ,  have  fallen 
into  this  fever. 

Strangers  have  too  great  a  prejudice  to  our  ifiand ;  which  I 
would  willingly  remove  by  Jhewing  them  we  have  no  malignant 
or  infectious  air  ( as  is  generally  imagined)  but  that  the  worft 
of  our  diforders  are  caufed  by  errors  in  the  nonnaturals  which 
may  he  avoided ,  and  prcedifpofing  caufes  in  northern  bodies 
which  may  foon  be  removed ;  and  that  this  fever  of  which  they 
have fo  dreadful  an  idea  may  be  prevented^  or  cured. 

Many  obfervations  and  cafes  ( fever al  of  which  I  have  by  me) 
might  be  added:  but  what  is  already  wrote  may  be  fufjicientfcr 

eI°y- 

I  conclude  with  addrejfing  myfelf  to  the  reader  in  that  trite 
quotation  from  Horace. 

Vive  ;  vale,  fi  quid  novifti  re£Hus  iftis, 

Candidus  imperti :  Si  non,  his  utere  mecum* 

Warn  tantum  mihi  veniam  peto,  quod  minus  accurate,  quam 
pronofueram,  morbi  hiftoriam  accurationem  defcripfero; 
cum  non  tam  metam  figam,  quam  animos  iis  addam  qui 
feliciore  ingenio  prsediti  ad  hoc  opus  poftea  fe  accingenfc, 
quod  jam  ego  imperfe&e  molior. - Syden, 
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Bilious  Fever,  &c. 


H  E  bilious,  or  yellow  fever,  fo  called  from 
the  yellow  appearance  of  the  f kin  (common- 
y.  remarkable  in  the  'Tunica  conjun¬ 
ctiva')  feems  to  be  a  difeafe  not  unknown  to 
the  antient  phyficians,  as  is  generally  fup™ 

r  u  rr  pofed:  For 'Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to 
Hippocrates,  will  not  only  find  this  fever  pretty  well 
defcnbed,  but  alfo  a  proper  method  of  treating  it. 

In  his  book  de  JffeCiQnibus^  he  mentions  alfever  with  a 
SfP.  a,bo“t  *e  Prxcordia  and  Hypocbonders ,  particularly 
£he  right  m  the  region  of  the  liver;  and  when  on  the  fourth 

da7  *e  fever  1S  more  violent,  the  pains  increafe 
ynd  the  patient  appears  fomewhat  bilious  or  yellow.  And 

ep\dem‘cs  in  third  conftitution  in  thafus  he  men- 
d  ”, ?  ^C"t  fevers»  !n  which  a  jaundice  came  on  the  fixth 
'  1  hefe  were  ^‘eved  by  a  critical  difcharge  by  ftool  or 

urine* 
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urine,  orhaemorhage  from  the  nofe,  or  all  together,  as  he  in¬ 
stances  in  his  patient  Heraclides .  The  twelfth  patient,  in  the 
third  book  of  popular  difeafes,  was  feized  with  a  violent 
fever  in  the  beginning,  which  ended  with  all  the  fymptoms 
of  our  yellow  fever,  black  vomiting,  hiccup  and  bleeding 
at  the  nofe. 

This  author  mentions  frequently  thofe  fymptoms,  which 
are  reckoned  the  diagnoses  or  diftinguifhing  marks  of  this 
difeafe,  as  the  vomiting  of  black  humours,  which  he  fays 
indicates  fudden  death  *  and  a  fever  with  a  concomitant  jaun¬ 
dice  J  which  he  reprefents  as  dangerous  if  the  jaundice  comes 
on  foon  f ;  which  remark  holds  good  here :  and  further  he  adds 
in  the  fame  aphorifm,  that  in  this  cafe  a  loofe  belly  is  fa¬ 
vourable.  This  alfo  holds  good  in  "Jamaica ;  for  a  fpontaneous 
diarrhoea  coming  on  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever  is  always 
ferviceable,  and  it  proves  very  dangerous  to  hop  it  with  opiates 
or  alexipharmicks.  Indeed  the  fevers  deferibed  by  Hippo¬ 
crates  were  not  fo  foon  determined;  nor  were  his  bilious  or 
yellow  fevers  fo  acute  as  ours ;  they  terminating  common¬ 
ly  in  feven  or  nine  days j|,  fometimes  in  fourteen:  This 
difference  probably  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  difference  of 
climate  and  manner  of  living. 

Celfus^  the  prince  of  the  Latin  phyficians,  mentions  particu¬ 
larly  the  vomiting  of  black  humours§,  and  fays  in  this  cafe 
the  belly  ought  to  be  moved**. 

Among#  later  authors,  I  think  Hoffman  deferibes  an  ar¬ 
dent  bilious  fever  much  like  ours ;  and  alfo  the  choleric  fe¬ 
ver,  which  we  frequently  have  here  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year.  J  J 

I  do  not  apprehend  this  fever  is  what  we  call  a  local  dif- 
order ;  for  I  have  feen  it  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa ,  and  am 
well  informed  that  in  the  River  Benin  they  have  a  bilious  or 
yellow  fever  acuter  than  what  it  was  here,  at  the  time  of  the 
expedition  to  Carthagena ;  the  perfons  feized  with  this  fe¬ 
ver  dying  there  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours.  This  dis¬ 
order  is  generally  brought  on  by  fuddenly  cooling  the  body 


*  Lib.  Pranot.  %  lEpidem.  ix.  120.  de  CriJ.  viii.  20.  Apb,  4,64. 
deCrif.  iii.  5,  18,  iv.  11.  Coac.x.  172.  Apb.  lx ii.  Sec.  4.  *j-  Quibus 

per  febres  morbus  regius  ante  diem  feptimum  obortus  fuerit,  malum ,  jj  De 

■affect,  xiii.  g,  ^  Pejfimum  eji  atrum  •vomere .  **  His  retie 

dhus  dudtur,  1 1  Defebrlbus  flcutis.  Sec,  ii,  Chap,  2, 
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and  checking  perfpiration  after  hara  excercife  in  the  heat 
of  the  fun;  for  when  the  Tailors  go  to  cut  wood  for  the 
fhip’s  ufe,  they  are  obliged  to  row  leveral  leagues  again.fl  a 
current,  and  then  jump  into  the  water  in  order  to  carry 
the  wood  on  fhore.  Bontius  gives  an  account  of  fuch 
a  fever  in  the  Baft-Indies.  Nor  does  this  fever  appear  to 
have  any  particular  confutation;  for  we  have  it  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  and  one  of  the  higheft  cafes  I  ever  faw  was 
that  of  a  gentleman  who  had  it  at  a  time  no  other  perfon 
laboured  under  it. 

This  fever  being  fo  general  and  fatal  at  the  time  of  the 
expedition,  people  looked  upon  it  as  a  plague,  and  fhunned 
the  Tick  as  they  would  contagion.  And  probably  at  that  time 
it  might  be  contagious,  for  as  Bellini  obferves  cs  Febris 
<c  pefilens  cum  nempe  febris  maligna  privates ,  fit  popularity 
6i  eorum  quos  invadit  plerofique  necans  &  contagiofa.” 

As  to  that  phenomenon,  yellownefs  of  the  (kin,  it  ought 
not  al  ways  to  be  reckoned  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  this  fever, 
becaufe  it  is  a  common  appearance  in  all  fevers  where  there 
is  a  ftrong  propenfity  of  the  juices  to  putrefa&ion,  as  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Boerhaave  takes  notice  f.  Indeed  in  the  bilious 
fevers  there  is  a  deeper  and  more  remarkable  yellownefs ; 
and  perhaps  Galen's  opinion  may  be  right  when  he 
fays,  €<  The  bile  offends  more  or  lefs  in  all  fevers.”  Be  it  as 
it  will,  I  have  obferved  in  the  Carribee  Ifiands  and  North 
Atnericay  different  forts  of  yellow  fevers.  Nay,  even  in  this 
ifland  of  Jamaica  I  have  obferved  different  yellow  fevers. 
For  in  the  year  1744,  after  the  hurricane,  feveral  people  la¬ 
boured  under  a  putrid  remitting  yellow  fever,  arifmcr  from 
a  manifeft  change  of  the  air.  In  this  fever,  which  Icall  a 
central  fever,  dangerous  nervous  fymptoms  foon  came  on, 
and  blifters,  camphire  and  fnake-root  were  ferviceable  :  For 
the  pulle  was  low  and  oppreffed,  and  the  extremities  cook 

So  there  cannot  be  a  greater,  tho’  general  miftake,  than 
to  imagine  all  yellow  fevers  of  the  fame  genus ;  and  that 
they  fhould  be  all  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  fhall  be 
©bferved  below. 

Many  purfue  Do&or  Warren's  fudoriiic  method  both  in 


f  Homo  qui  bumorum  putredine  laborat  femper  fiavefcit  in  cure  enteriori 
Prax.  Med.  This  and  all  the fubfequent  quotations  under  the  fame  tit’s 

are  from  a  fpuriout  edition ,  far  helovf  the  dignity  of  Boerhaave, 
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the  iflands,  and  on  the  continent  of  America ,  in  fome  parti 
it  anfwers,  in  others  is  deffructive. 

Laudatur  ah  his ,  culpatur  ah  Hits . 

Several  pra&iti oilers  object  again!!  this  method  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  aS  too  hot y  being,  it  feems,  convinced  by  their 
bad  fuccefs  that  it  will  not  anfwer  :  yet  all  apprehending  but 
one  fort  of  yellow  fever,  they  follow  implicitly  dodlor 
Warred s  method,  or  fome  other  they  are  prejudiced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  by  hearfay  only,  and  proceed,  very  frequently,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  endeavours  of  nature  and  indications  of  the 
pulfe,  deftroying  the  patient  fecundum  Artem\  fatal  mi  flake ! 

Dodfor  Warren  wrote  concerning  a  malignant  fever  in 
Barba  does,  and  1  don’t  doubt  but  that  judicious  gentleman 
hath  laid  down  the  heft  method  he  knew  of  treating  it.  1 
never  read  the  treat ife;  but  I  had  fome  acquaintance  with  the 
gentleman,  and  -believe  he  juffly  merited  the  character  he 
bore. 

Shall  the  yellow  fever  of  Jamaica  agreeing  perhaps  only 
in  one  phenomenon  (yellownefs)  with  that  of  Barba  does  y 
or  the  fever  oil, the  continent  (may  be  a  third  fpecies  of  yel¬ 
low  fever)  be  treated  after  the  fame  method,  when  experi¬ 
ence,  the  bell  guide,  convinces  us  they  require  different 
methods  of  cure?  For  inffance,  thofe  feiz’d  with  this  fever 
in  Jamaica ,  generally  have  a  full  frequent  pulfe  to  the  very 
laft ;  nor  is  it  funk  much  by  evacuations  $  which  in  the  be¬ 
gin  in  g  they  bear  very  well.  A  cooling  regimen,  folutive 
and  diluting  medicines  fucceed  beft,  and  the  difeafe  foon 
arrives  to  its  acme  or  ftate,  and  confequently  is  foon  deter¬ 
mined.  -  ’  » 

In  Virginia  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  the  pulfe 
finks  fo  as  to  be  vermicular  or  fcarce  perceptible  whether 
you  ufe  evacuations  or  no.  The  ftrongeft  alexipharmics 
and  fudorifics  (which,  given  in  Jamaica  in  this  ardent  fever 
I  treat  of,  would  bring  on  a  'delirium  or  phrenzy^  and  deriroy 
the  patient)  will  fcarce  raife  the  pulle,  tho’  given  in  immo¬ 
derate  doles.  In  Virginia ,  we  are  to  promote,  at  all  events, 
the  concoefion  of  the  febrile  matter  by  the  ufe  of  alexiphar- 
rmcs  and  fudorifics,  although  by  theie  we  Irani! ate  that 
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febrile  matter  to  the  brain,  bring  on  a  coma  or  delirium , 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  we  mu  ft  keep  up  the  pulfe  until  the 
crifis;  which  generally  happens  on  the  feventh,  ninth,  and 
fometimes  the  eleventh  day.  In  Jamaica  all  we  can  do  is  little 
enough  to  fupprefs  the  fever;  we  give  all  fuch  things  as  pow¬ 
erfully  cool,  and  condenfe  the  blood,  thereby  preventing 
the  formation  of  the  fever. 

In  Virginia  nothing  is  fo  ferviceable  in  the  remiftions 
as  the  Peruvian  bark,  or  even  inthe  height  of  the  fever  (after 
its  firft Jladium )  without  regard  to  the  exacerbations  or  re- 
millions ;  which,  by  the  way,  is  contrary  to  pradlice. 

In  Jamaica ,  the  bark  in  all  forms  hath  frequently  been 
tried  in  the  remiftions,  but  without  fuccefs.  Indeed  it  gene¬ 
rally  does  much  harm.  Are  not  thefe  difeafes  and  methods 
of  cure  diametrically  oppolite  to  each  other?  yet  are  they 
both  yellow  fevers. 

What  hath  been  faid  may  be  fufficient  to  prove  that  there 
are  different  yellow  fevers  ;  and  that  yellownefs  of  the  (kin 
is  not  always  a  d iff inguifhing  mark  of,  and  particular  to 
this  ardent  bilious  fever. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  nature  and  caufe  of  this  dread¬ 
ful  fever  of  Jamaica ,  heretofore  fo  fatal  to  ftrangers. 
Let  us  trace  it  up  to  its  origin  if  we  can :  I  or  as  the  great 
doeftor  Mead  obferves,  *  £c  The  firft  ftep  towards  the  cupe 
<c  of  a  difeafe  is  to  know  its  origin.”  Let  us  then  reafon 
from  effedfs  to  their  caufes,  that  is,  from  the  prefent  fymp- 
toms  or  appearances,  let  us  find  the  real  difeafe ;  at  leaft 
let  us  honeftly  endeavour  it,  for  the  good  of  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures. 

We  firft  know  by  experience  what  evacuations,  medi¬ 
cines  and  regimen  fucceed  beft  in  this  difeafe :  And  then,  as 
thejudicious  Sydenham  obferves,  we  endeavour  fromthenature 
of  the  diforder  to  account  for  their  effedls. 

The  diftinguifhing  fymptoms,  or  diognojlics  of  this  dif¬ 
order  are,  befides  what  is  common  to  fevers,  great  anxiety, 
heat  and  pain  at  the  fcrobiculum  cordis ,  proceeding  from  an 
obftrudiion  of  the  bile  and  forne  degree  of  inflammation  of 
tne  liver,  wmch  frequently  cauies  a  jaundice,  bilious  vo¬ 
mitings,  or  ejedfions,  or  both ;  fometimes  an  acute,  fome¬ 
times  a  denfe  pain  about  the  region  of  the  liver,  all  manifeft 
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figns  of  inflammation  and  ftrong  propenfity  of  the  juices 
putrefaction.  Sometimes,  we  find  the  right  bypochonder  tu- 
mified,  frequently  hard.  Many  cannot  bear  prefilire  on  the 
right  fide,  or  to  lie  on  the  left,  as  may  be  obferved  on  pro¬ 
per  examination,  and  a  nice  attention  to  the  complaints  of 

the  patient.  From  thefe  fymptoms  to  worfe,  * - flrong 

and  continual  convulfions  of  the  diaphragma ,  intercoflal 
mufcles,  and  flomach,  aeruginofe  vomitings, - then  vo¬ 

miting  of  black  aduft  blood,  appearing  like  the  grounds  of 
coffee  mixed  with  acrid  unfinilhed  bile,  the  juices  of  the 

flomach  and  pancreas  both  very  (harp, - bleeding  from 

the  emundtories,  or  delirium,  or  phrenzy;  general  gangrene 
and  death.  Thefe  are  indeed  dreadful  fymptoms  ;  but  thefe 
it  is  our  bufinefs  to  prevent,  and  I  apprehend  we  may 
point  out  caufes  adequate  to  thefe  effedfs,  without  accufing 
our  air  of  malignancy  y  without  the  aliquid  divinum  <y$Hip~ 
pocrates ,  or  occult  venom,  &c.  and  that  in  a  plain  and  me¬ 
chanical  manner. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  that  to  underhand  the  remote  caufes 
of  difeafes,  as  what  they  call  the  morbific  difpofition  of  the 
air,  the  poifonous  effluvia  or  fubtle  miafmata  that  occafion 
fevers,,  or  are  faid  to  occafion  them,  nor  that  particular  bad 
contexture  of  the  contaminated  juices  confequent,  is  not 
absolutely  neceffary  to  the  cure  of  fevers.  As  Pitcairn  ob- 
ferves,  44  No  matter  whether  fevers  are  occafioned  by  the 
44  miafma  from  without,  or  the  humours  be  changed  with- 
44  in  to  morbific  matter,  for  all  things  will  happen  in  the 
44  fame  manner.” 

It  is  fufflcient  if  we  kn*>w  how  to  remove  that  dyfcracy 
of  the  blood,  to  alter  or  to  divide  and  attenuate  the  p-rre- 
ternatural  cohefions,  correCl  its  acrimony  ;  and  render  it 
foft,  finooth  and  balfamic  as  in  a  flat e  of  health.  It  is  e- 
mough  generally  if  we  underhand  the  prefent  phaenomena 
and  ca'n  ascertain  its  genus  by  the  prefent  concomitant  fymp¬ 
toms.  Yet  I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  fometimes 
a  knowledge  of  the  remote  and  primary  caufes  ferves  to  il- 
luflrate  the  nature  of  the  d iforder ;  and  from  that  know¬ 
ledge  we  may  poffibly  draw  indications  for  the  cure. 

The  caufes  of  this  fever  feem  to  be  a  hidden  check  to 
perforation,  a  redundancy  of  bile,  than  which  nothing  is 
more  likely  to  happen  to  Grangers,  furely  a  mofl  dangerous 
plethora  !  floppage  of  fume  natural  evacuations,  drinking 
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large  draughts  of  cool  liquors  when  the  body  is  overheated, 
vehement  exercife,  hard  drinking,  &c.  but  above  all,  exer¬ 
cife  that  is  violent  or  long  continued  in  the  heat  of  the  fun.. 

Among  the  praedifpofing  caufes  we  may  reckon  the  rigid 
fibres  and  thick  blood  of  Europeans  and  North  Americans , 
their  almoft  callous  pores,  which  will  not  permit,  if  the  ex- 
prdlion  may  be  ufed,  an  evaporation  equal  to  the  efferve- 
ience  railed  within  ;  whence  the  thin  fine  parts  only  are 
drained  off,  or  tranfude,  whilft  the  more  grofs  and  fuligi¬ 
nous  are  confined  in  the  veffels,  or  block  up  the  paffages. 

Thefe  are,  at  leaf!:  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  caufes  to  de¬ 
duce  all  the  dreadful  fymptoms  from,  we  fee  in  theyellowfe- 
ver,  without  having  recourfe  to  malignancy,  or  occult  ve¬ 
nom,  <oV. 

e.  g.  Should  a  perfon  fanguine  and  plethoric,  with  rigid 
fibres  and  ftiff  contracted  pores  (as  moft  of  the  northern 
people  have)  ufe  any  vehement  exercife  in  the  heat  of  the 
lun  ;  by  this  heat,  and  the  action  of  the  muffles,  the  blood 
would  be  greatly  ratified,  and  the  celerity  of  its  motion 
increafed^  now,  the  tenfe  mufcular  coats  of  the  arteries 
ftrongly  contracting,  impel  forward  the  blood  heated  and  ra- 
rifled,  rafter  than  it  can  pafs  into  the  veins ,  the  thinner  fine 
fluids  from  the  extreme  veffels  on  the  furface  of  the  body 
are  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufted  :  for  this  confumption,  as 
SanSforius  takes  notice  §  muff  he  the  confequence  of  any 
violent  exercife  :  and  here,  can  be  only  of  the  finer  fluids  ; 
for,  as  we  before  obferyed.,  the  pores  are  too  ftiff,  fpringy 
and  contracted  to  admit  through  the  groffer  particles,  whence 
the  ferum  is  irffpiftated  and  by  the  increafed  velocity  of 
the  blood’s  motion  too  intimately  mix’d  and  blended  with 
the  CraJJamentum  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  thinner  parts  are 
more  exhaufted  ;  whence  its  difpofition  to  ftagnate,  to  flop 
the  circulation  of  thclymph, which  caufes  general  glandular  ob- 
ft  ruction.  Or, which  is  often  the  cafe  I  believe, when  the  blood 
is  rarefied  and  expanded  beyond  the  natural  diameter  of  the 
veffels,  the  arteries  forcibly,  arid  perhaps  fuddenly  contract¬ 
ing,  force  fome  of  the  globular  part  of  the  blood  into  the 
Arteria  fir  of  a  primi  Generis ,  their  coats  being  much  lefs  ca¬ 
pable  of  refiftance  than  the  fanguine  arteries,  confequently 
the  more  liable  to  diftend  :  and  fome  part  of  the  yellow  fe- 
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rum  in  the  vafa  fero/a  primi  generis ,  is  forced  into  the  ffill 
finer  and  weaker  veffels  arteria  ferofa  jecundi  vel  tertii  ge¬ 
neris,  or  vafa  lymphatica  ;  whence  that  moderate  yellow- 
nefs  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever. 

The  liver,  which  is  a  foft  and  yielding  vifcus ,  being  lefs 
capable  of  refinance  than  many  outer  parts  of  the  body,  the 
heated  rarefied  blood  is  thruft  into  it,  in  greater  quantity 
than  ufual ;  and  forne  part  of  the  blood  is  forced  into  the 
lateral  veffels  of  the  vena  porta  along  with  the  bile  $  whence 
a  partial  obftruCHon,  and  inflammation  of  the  liver.  The 
bile  is  regurgitated  by  the  vena  cava ,  whence  a  jaundice,  or  a 
deeper  yellow. 

From  this  extravafation,  or  ingrefs  of  fluids,  whofe  com¬ 
pounding  parts  are  too  large  to  pafs  the  veffels,  muff  arife 
a  moff  dangerous  glandular  obffrucf ion,  to  ffcp  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  lymph,  &c.  and  of  confequencea  dangerous  fever: 
for  the  blood  now  hath  no  longer  lymph  to  cool  and  dilute 
it ;  but  is  rendered  more  acrid  by  the  mixture  of  the  bile  5 
whence  a  putrefaction  of  the  juices,  an  erofion  of  the  veffels  ; 
or  great  relaxation  from  the  long  continued  plethora  ,  their 
contractile  reftitutive  power  being  almoft  totally  deffroy’d  ; 
as  well  as  the  texture  of  the  blood  ;  whence  bleeding  from 
all  the  lateral  veffels,  general  gangrene,  death. 

That  this  extravafation  of  the  blood  frequently  happens  ; 
nay  a  rupture  of  the  arteries  themfelves,  (whofe  coats  bear  a 
much  greater  proportion  to  their  diameters  than  the  arteria 
ferofa  primi  generis ,  and  thefe  again  bear  a  much  greater 
proportion  to  their  diameters  than  the  arteria  ferofa  fecun- 
di  vel  tertii  generis  &c.)  is  pretty  evident  ,  for  feveral  per- 
fons  have  dropp’d  down  dead  through  exceflive  heat  of  the 
fun  in  Philadelphia  and  other  countries,  where  the  great 
heats  are  not  fo  ufual,  nor  fibres  fufficiently  relaxed  to  give 
way  to  the  hidden  expanfion  of  the  blood  in  the  carotid  and 
cervical  arteries.  Several  after  fighting  or  other  vehement 
exercife,  have  died  apoplectic  by  drinking  cold  water,  or 
cooling  too  fuddenly  ;  which  proceeded  from  too  fudden  a 
contraction  of  the  arteries  before  mentioned,  with  their  too 
great  fpringinefs  and  ftiffnefs;  for  did  they  fufficiently  dilate 
to  the  expanfiive  force  of  the  blood,  this  would  not  happen. 

Where  this  extravafation  happens  within  the  cranium ,  it 
is  plain  the  immediate  confequence  muff  be  fudden  death  ; 
and  this  often  happens  in  the  courfe  of  this  fever,  except 
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prevented  by  plentiful  bleeding  in  the  beginning,  or  a  large 
hemorrhage  from  the  nofe. 

But  if  an  inflammation  happens  from  the  caufes  before  ob- 
ferved  in  the  liver  (which  feems  to  be  frequently  the  cafe) 
an  ardent  fever  with  a  jaundice  muft  fucceed  ;  from  whence 
may  be  deduced  all  the  dire  fymptoms  of  this  fever,  without 
that  vague  notion  of  malignancy,  as  the  learned  Boerhaave 
obferves  *  <c  From  the  various  kinds  of  jaundice  and  affec- 
«  tions  of  the  liver  may  be  underflood  many  fymptoms 
«  occurring  in  acute  difeafes,whofe  reafons  being  unknown, 
have  given  birth  to  all  the  tales  about  malignancy  in  dif- 
cc  eafes  ;  for,  from  the  liver  do  depend  all  the  bowels  of  the 
“  abdomen ,  and  confequently  all  their  actions  of  digeftion, 
cc  affimilation  and  nutrition,  &c.”  He  fays  alfo  that 
great  anxiety  (fo  remarkable  in  this  fever)  proceeds  from 
ftagnating  bile  §.  Moft  of  the  antient  phyficians,  Greeks 
and  Arabians  reckoned  bile  the  caufe  of  malignant  and  pu¬ 
trid  fevers.  Barbette  of  fevers  in  general,  fays  very  well, 
tc  Partes  ajfedte  funt  ventri cuius , intefti n um  duodenu?nJoepari 
pancreas ,  glandule  mef enter  it  caufa  fuccus  pancreaticus  non 
bene  fefe  mifceat  cum  bile ,  chylcque ;  fie  bills  preternatu - 
c£  raliter  regurgitat  per  venam  cavam  ad  cor  totumque  corpus  A 
Bellini  reckons  amongfl  the  principal  caufes  of  fevers 
whatever  accumulates  bile  §. 

Hippocrates  obferves  that  perfons  labouring  in  the  fun, 
fuch  as  mowers  and  travellers,  overheat  themfelves  in  fum- 
mer  time  ;  and  by  that  means  throw  off  too  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood,  by  which  means  the 
thick  blood  of  thofe  perfons  does  not  pafs  through  the  liver, 
but  is  there  accumulated.  What  fo  often  brings  on  this  fe¬ 
ver  as  overheating  the  body  ? 

The  comlitution  of  the  air,  and  the  difeafes  in  the  Eajl - 
Indies ,  according  to  Bontius ,  feem  to  refemble  the  air  and 
difeafes  of  this  country.  He  remarks  that  the  liver  in  that 
country,  is  very  often  inflamed  by  the  pernicious  cuflom  of 
drinking  arrack  (very  common  amongft  thefailors)  and  after¬ 
wards  lying  down  expofed  to  the  air  and  dews,  and  drink¬ 
ing,  when  much  heated,  large  draughts  of  cold  water; 
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from  which  obftrudlion  and  inflammation  of  the  liver,  and 
an  acute  fever  frequently  mortal. 

His  account  is  fo  exactly  parallel  to  the  cafe  of  our  Bri- 
tljh  failors  in  the  JVeJl-lndies ,  by  a  too  free  ufe  of  rum, 
that  I  have  quoted  it  below  in  his  own  words  * * * §.  Bontius 
obferves  that  the  jaundice  is  often  fatal  in  that  country:  and 
in  all  thefe  cafes,  where  the  liver  is  affected,  he  attempts 
the  cure  with  phlebotomy,  folutive  purges  and  diuretics. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  mechanifm  of  the  liver,  its  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  other  vifcera ,  the  nature  of  the  bile,  and 
whether  it  is  not  very  probable  a  ftagnation  may  happen 
frequently  in  the  fine  ramifications  of  the  vena  porta .  The 
liver,  as  before  obferved,  is  a  foft  yielding  gland  :  from 
which  loofe  texture,!  fuppofe  an  obftruclion  and  inflammation 
does  not  always  give  acute  pain.  It  covers  the  upper  fide 
of  the  ftomach,  whence  that  naufea  and  fenfation  of  weight 
at  theflomach,  alfo  vomiting  ;  and  is  connedled  to  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  whence  that  dangerous  fymptom  hiccup,  as  Hippo* 
crates  takes  notice  §, 

The  liver,  befides  its  vicinity,  hath  an  immediate  com¬ 
munication  by  blood  vefiels  ,  and  derives  its  nerves  from 
the  fame  flock  with  mo  ft  of  the  bowels  of  the  abdomen ;  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  blood  of  the  whole  abdomen  paffes 
through  it.  From  its  fttuation  then,  connexion  and  ufe? 
it  becomes  obvious,  that  terrible  fymptoms  muft  neceflarily 
arife  from  an  ardent  fever,  caufed  by  an  inflammation  of  the 
liver  ;  efpecially  in  this  hot  climate,  where  the  juices  fo  foon 
incline  to  putrefy  J 


*  Nullum  mifcus  freqventius  in  bis  regionibus  infeftatur  quum  jecur  $  quod 

prcstermijj'a  jam  toties  diEla ,  'Vidius  rati  one  mala,  a  potu  ifhus  malediEli  aiac  , 
non  tantum  in  temper amento  immutfltur,  Jed  etiam  ir.  fubjlantia  fua  corrumpitur  : 
Hum  enim  ejus  hauflu  ebriofi  ijli  excahfacii ;  ingentem  aqua  copiam  in  •ventnculum 
sngerunt,  ut  conceptum  ajlum  rejlinguant ,  dein  bumi  tanquom  pecudes  pr  ocumbunt , 

&  in  na'vibus  fe  rori  f  qui  ptjl  Jecund am  aut  tertiam  nodli  horam  copioje  bic  cadit ) 
txponunt  :  unde  menenatos  mapores  e  terra  erumpentes,  i ntr a  corpus  recipi unt,  (A 
Jic  objlrudlionem  hepatisfacillinie  incurrunt,  cui  adejl  tenfiva  in  hypochondno  dex~ 
tro gravitas,  dolorque  obtu jus  ac  qua  j ponder e  premens  :  dijjicilts  quoque  adcjt  jpi- 
ratto ,  propter  gravitatem  n-ijceris ,  diapbragma  deorjum  trahentis,  cui  mediante 
hgamento  Jujpenjorio  anneBitur  :  hac  infartlio  Ji per femerit,  burner  bepar  objlruens , 
dum  non  •ventilatur  facillime  putrejeit :  unde  febris  etiam  oritur  ac  ipfius  bepatn 
inpammatio. 

§  At  jecore  inflammations  hb  crante  fuccedit  f.ngultus.  Srft.v.Aph.  «;8. 
f  Scimus  omnem  calorem  humorum  exjiccarre ,  ad  putredmem  apt  os  reddeje f 
(sl  hoc  %erumfundamentum  ejl  gangrenes  poerhaave  Prax,  JVlcd, 
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As  to  the  bile,  when  it  offends  in  quantity  and  quality 
both,  it  appears  to  be  an  agent  fufficient  of  ltfel f  to  caufe 
all  the  train  of  terrible  fymptoms  feen  in  this  fever.  For 
the  bile  confifts  of  oil  and  a  penetrating  fharp  fait;  is  jfoon 
made  more  fharp,  as  well  as  increafed  in  quantity,  according 
to  Galen  s  obfervation,  and  by  heat  and  an  increafed  circulati¬ 
on's  foon  difpofed  to  putrefy ;  when  if  mixed  with  the  blood 
it  turns  the  whole  mafs  into  putrefadlion,  and  is  the  caufe  of 
a  mortal  fever.  The  excellent  Boerhaave  fays  Nil  entm  plus 
quam  oleu?n  acre  alcalinum  gangrenam  facit .  Acrid  bile 
fee  ms  to  be  here  that  oleum  acre  alcalinum. 

The  fameauthor  on  a  particular  gangrene  {  which  I  fuppofe 
may  hold  good  in  a  general  one)  fays.  «  A  gangrene  in  an 
<c  ardent  fever  and  the  plague  is  incurable,  becaufe  in  thefe 

cafes  it  fuddenly  turns  to  a  mortification  ;  and  is  the 
<c  hardefl  of  all  to  be  cured  (in  acute  diforders)  in  oily  alca- 
iine  or  bilious  difpofitions  f.” 

Fhat  a  ffagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  fine  ramifications  of 
the  vena  porta ,  may  very  frequently  happen,  either  (as  before 
was  obferved)  from  a  fudden  contraction  of  the  vefiels  upon 
tbs  gieatly  heated  and  ratified  blood,  by  which  means  fome 
of  the  blood  globules  are  forced  into  the  lateral  veffels  with 
the  bile,  and'  being  too  large  to  pafs  occafion  an  obhru&ion, 
inflammation  and  jaundice  &c.  as  before:  or  (which  is 
more  likely)  as  the  vena  porta  difcharges  the  duty  of  an  ar¬ 
tery,  but  hath  not  fo  ftrong  a  mufcular  coat  as  an  artery 
of  equal  diameter ;  together  with  a  flower  motion  of  the 
blood,  the  blood  drained  too  much  of  its  ferum  Magnates  in 
the  extreme  branches  of  the  porta  where  they  are  infle&ed  to 
form  the  beginning  branches  of  the  cava :  the  blood  is  drain¬ 
ed  of  the  ferum  by  the  glands  of  the  abdomen  before  it  arrives 
at  the  liver ;  and  the  liver  itfelf  is  flocked  with  numberlefs 
lymphaticks  at  the  entrance  of  the  hepatic  artery ;  fo  that  there 
is  a  great  probability  the  blood  may  arrive  in  the  liver  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  forementioned  remark  of  Hippocrates ,  too  thick 
or  too  much  drained  of  its  ferum.  That  the  blood’s  circu¬ 
lation  is  obftrudted  in  the  liver  appears  from  the  following 


.  t  Gangrena  infebre  ardente  &  pefte  eft  incur abilrs,  quia  cits  in putredinem  -ver" 
a,  ft  temper  its  oleofa  alcalina  vtl  bilicfa,  in  mar  bis  acutis  ptfRmum  eft.  Boer- 
saave  Pfax. 


obfer- 
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©bfervations.  In  fubjedls  who  died  of  this  diforder,  the 
liver  was  increafed  in  bulk  and  greatly  inflamed:  on  the 
concave  part  large  black  fpots  appeared  ;  which  were  morti¬ 
fied  parts  of  that  vifcus.  The  gall  bladder  was  frequently 
empty.  The  rnefenteric  veins  in  the  inteftines,  which  all 
deliver  their  blood  into  one  large  trunk  which  conftitutes  the 
vena  porta ,  were  vafily  turgid  with  blood,  and  the  whole 
inteffinal  tube  appeared  livid  ;  the  inner  coat  being  covered 
with  a  gangrenous  bloody  Hough,  which  when  wafhed  off 
the  extreme  rnefenteric  veffels  appeared  blackifh  and  turgid 
with  blood.  Some  appeared  which,  by  their  contortions* 
minutenefs  and  the  tenuity  of  their  coats  might  be  thought 
the  lateral  veffels,  or  glands  which  excerned  in  a  natural 
ffateonly  lymph  or  mucus  ,  but  being  filled  with  blood  I  could 
not  afcertain  their  fpecies. 

There  are  ffill  two  manifeft  caufes  of  this  difeafe  not 
vet  mentioned  ;  one  is,  when  an  inflammation  of  the  fmall 
veffels,  conftituting  the  larger,  arifes  :  which  often  hap¬ 
pens  from  vehement  exercife,  or,  long  continued  motion. 
This  cafe  may  be  feen  in  hares  hunted,  bulls  bated,  &c. 
Here  the  coats  of  the  arteries  being  inflamed,  the  circular 
fibres  of  their  mufcular  coats  are  contradfed  into  leffer 
circles,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  heated,  rarified  blood 
is  forcibly  expanded,  and  preffes  ffrongly  againft  the  fides 
of  the  veffels  :  is  it  not  evident,  that  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  fome  part  of  the  crajfamentum  is  moft  likely  to  be 
forced  into  the  lateral  veffels  ?  and  what  may  be  the  confe¬ 
rence  was  before  remarked. 

Ruyjchius  takes  notice  of  a  man,  who  died  through  ex¬ 
treme  motion  ;  in  whom  the  coats  of  the  Aorta  itfelf  were 
inflamed,  and  from  thence  the  artery  was  contracted. 

The  other  cafe,  yet  unobferved,  is,  when  the  fat,  in 
per fons  abounding  with  it,  is  melted  by  overheating  the 
body  (or  perhaps  by  the  heat  of  a  caufus ,  or  burning  fever) 
and  is  abforbed  by  the  mefaraic  veins,  and  carried  to  the 
liver,  where  it  ffagnates  in  the  vena  porta*)  grows  rancid  ; 
occaiioning  the  worfi:  fort  of  obffrudtion  and  inflamma¬ 
tion. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  Captain  Gerrard  Sias  of  Liverpool , 
who  lodged  at  Eleanor  Ward's  ;  but  he  was  happily  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  critical  difcharge  of  urine,  which  I  took  care 
to  encourage  ;  the  urine,  for  two  op  three  days,  aopeared 

like 
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like  very  fat  thick  broth  :  and  I  have  feen  it  the  cafe  of  thin 
perfons,  as  well  as  fat.  Thefe  are,  at  leaft  in  my  opinion, 
a  fufficient  number  of  caufes,  either  alone,  or  concurring 
with  a  plethora ,  Belltnian  lentor ,  or  whatever  alterations 
may  happen  without,  or  exiil  within  ;  laying  abide  all 
chimeras  about  occult  venom,  malignancy,  contagion  from 
without,  or  a  coagulating  acid  within  ;  which  feveral 
learned  men  have  proved  cannot  exiffc  in  the  blood. 

Moft  perfons  who  have  been  long  in  the  country,  or  have 
attended  Tick  Grangers,  can  make  a  juft  prognoftic  in  this  fe¬ 
ver  ;  even  our  nurfes.  However,  I  (hall  give  the  following  re¬ 
marks.  If  a  jaundice  comes  on  loon,  it  is  bad  ;  if,  with 
livid  fpots,  which  fometimes,  though,  but  rarely,  appear, 
fatal.  If  the  fkin  continues  obftinately  dry  and  rough, 
the  cafe  is  very  dangerous  :  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  longer 
continues  ;  for  thebe  very  beldom  recover,  be  the  pulfe  ever 
fo  good,  or  other  appearances  ever  fo  favourable.  The 
pulfe  is  not  to  be  depended  upon  ;  for  many  will  have  a 
good  pulfe  in  this  fever  a  few  hours  before  death.  If  the 
yomitings  are  inceffant,  grow  darker,  and  the  hiccup  comes 
on,  it  is  generally  fatal.  If  the  face  is  greatly  flufhed,  and 
the  veifels  on  the  tunica  adnata  turgid  with  blood,  as  in  an  op - 
thalmia ,  with  a  concomitant  phrenfy,  you  may  expeCt  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  death  in  a  very  little  time;  especially  if  the  skin  is  drv. 

But  if  the  head  continues  clear,  the  pulfe  is  rendered 
foft,  the  pains,  anguifh  and  naufea  are  relieved  by  bleed¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  humours,  which  were  forcibly  thrown  up 
from  the  ftomach,  are  gently  carried  down  by  folutives, 
the  patient  afterwards  is  quieter,  and  thofe  jactations  ceafe, 
the  skin  grows  foft  and  moift,  and  the  patient  hath  better 
fpirits,  it  is  probable  he  will  recover,  for  thefe  are  all  good 
appearances. 

I  have  often  wondered,  that  livid  fpots  are  not  often 
feen,  confidering  the  blood  is  dilfolved  to  fuch  a  degree 
fometimes,  as  to  force  its  way  tho’  the  skin  itfelf ;  or 
burfts  out  from  fome  fmall  twig  of  an  artery  on  the  furface  : 
and  this  haemorrhage  is  fo  violent,  it  cannot  eafily  be  re¬ 
frained.  This  was  the  cafe  of  Dodfor  Dwyer ,  and  of 
feveral  others. 

Before  we  point  out  a  method  of  cure,  drawn  from  the 
nature  and  iymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  agreeable  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  bell  ancient  and  modern  phyficians  in  fimilar 

fevers* 
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fevers,  and  what  is  more,  confirmed  by  experience,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  examine  thefe  gentlemen’s  reafons, 
who  are  fo  fond  of  giving  alexipharmics  and  fudorifics  in 
the  very  beginning  of  this  fever. 

Thefe  gentlemen  argue,  that  from  fome  occult  venom, 
contagion,  miafma,  or  Je  ne  fats  quoi ,  the  texture  of  the 
blood  is  broke,  whence  it  is  turned  into  a  vapid  and  putrid 
mafs,  no  longer  fit  for  the  ufes  of  the  animal  oeconomy, 
runs  off  through  the  glands,  ftrainers  deftined  to  excern  a 
much  thinner  liquor  ;  therefore,  imagine  the  blood  to  be 
in  the  fame  ftate  as  inpeftilential  fevers,  and  give  fudorifics, 
and  what  are  called  alexipharmics ,  as  in  the  peftis ;  in¬ 
filling,  the  moll  likely  means  to  lave  the  patient,  is  to  keep 
open  the  skin. 

The  yellownefs,  they  apprehend,  proceeds  only  from 
the  broken  texture  of  the  blood  ;  for,  fay  they,  take  the 
red  globules  of  blood,  break  them  in  a  mortar,  with  the 
addition  of  a  little  water,  and  they  will  break  into  a  yellow 
fluid.  This  theory  feems  to  be  built  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  a  fuhtle  elalfic  air  fills  the  fpberulte  of  blood  ;  which 
fphertdtf,  or  globules ,  when  broke,  and  their  elaftic  air 
exhaufted,  the  blood  remains  a  vapid  and  putrid  mafs,  no 
longer  fit  for  the  fecretions. 

•  This,  if  I  remember  right,  is  the  opinion  of  doctor 
JMead ,  in  his  EJfay  on  Poifons ,  and  of  d  off  or  Boerhaave ,  in 
his  Practice  of  Phy fie,  and  of  feveral;  learned  men.  The 
reafon  doctor  Boerhaave  gives  for  this  conjecture  is  curious, 
viz.  That  when  the  blood  globules  enter  the  extremities  of 
the  evanefeent  arteries,  where  the  diameters  are  fmallelf  in 
their  communications  with  the  veins,  thefe  change  their 
fpherical  form  into  that  of  an  oblong  fpheroid,  afterwards 
refuming  it.  But  this  change  of  figure  is,  f  think,  better 
accounted  for,  by  corpufcular  attraction,  or  that  power  of 
cohefion  there  is  in  all  bodies  ;  for  we  fee  two  fpherulas  of 
quickfilver,  when  they  approach  very  near  the  point  of 
contact,  by  their  mutual  attractive  force,  change  their  fi¬ 
gures  into  oblong  fpheroids.  And  I  fuppofe,  a  particle  of 
quickfilver  is  not  filled  with  elaftic  air,  in  the  manner  they 
conjecture  a  blood  globule  is.  This  attractive  force  is  no 
innovation  in  philofophy  or  phyfic  :  it  is  what  the  ancients 
and  snoderns  have  acknowledged,  both  phyficians  and  phi¬ 
losophers. 
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lofophers.  Doctor  James  Keil  fays  *,  The  attractive  force 
is,  ceteris  paribus ,  proportional  to  the  folidity  of  the  par¬ 
ticles - and  that  a  fpherical  particle  hath,  ceteris  paribus , 

the  ftrongeft  power. 

There  is  an  experiment*  which  hath  been  made  by 
Morgan  and  others,  which  feems  to  overthrow  this  hypo- 
pothefis  the  fudorific  gentlemen  have  embraced  ;  which  is* 
The  blood  globules,  in  vacuo,  retain  the  fame  fize  and 
magnitude  ;  when,  if  they  were  filled  with  elaftic  air* 
they  would  probably  burft  by  the  expanfion  of  that  in¬ 
cluded  air,  now  the  counterbalance  of  the  atmofphere  is 
taken  off ;  or  be  blown  up  to  a  much  greater  bulk,  were 
they  capable  of  diftenfion. 

Leewenhoeck ,  by  the  afiifiance  of  his  glades,  obferved 
every  blood  globule  was  formed  of  fix  globules  of  the 
yellow  ferum  :  and  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  hath  fhewn,  that  the 
colours  of  all  bodies  arife  from  the  determinate  fize  and 
magnitude  of  their  particles  and  their  arrangement.  If  fo, 
the  blood,  when  broke  in  a  mortar,  and  blended  with  wa¬ 
ter,  may  appear  (for  I  never  made  the  experiment)  fome~ 
what  like  the  yellow  ferum  in  the  arteria  ferofa  primi  ge~ 
neris  :  but  cannot,  I  think,  be  of  fo  deep  a  yellow  as  to 
colour  the  lymphs  as  we  fee  in  this  fever,  without  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  bile. 

It  is  probable  the  ferum  alfo  may  confifl  of,  that  is,  each 
globule  of  it  may  confift  of  a  certain  number  of  the  fmaller 
globules  of  lymph  ;  and  fo  on  to  the  ftill  finer  fluids,  if 
any  finer  remain  in  the  body  :  but,  laying  afide  thefe  ufe- 
lefs  conjedtures,  if  the  difiolution  of  the  blood  their  way 
fhould  be  the  cafe,  why  does  it  run  off  fo  near  its  natural 
colour  and  confiftence,  and  not  broke,  and  altered  in 
texture  and  colour  to  a  yellow  fluid  ?  Or,  admitting  their 
theory,  do  they  not  take  the  diredt  method  to  promote  the 
folution  and  colliquation  of  the  blood  ;  to  heat,  divide* 
and  turn  to  putrefaction,  the  already  too  much  exagitated 
mafs  f . 


*  Prop,  7,d.  of  minimal  Secretion. 

Omnes  morbi  qui  oriuntur  a  violento  mofu  affcBi funt  putredine  &  alcalejcente ^ 
quod  apparebit  ex  excretis,  &  fi  bom  ilk  moriatur ,  totum  cadaver f  intra  paucas 
bcrar,  srit  livtdum  feeteni  admodum, 

D  2 
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How  pernicious  mull  the  theriacal  draughts,  given  by 
fame  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever,  be  ?  How  deiiruclive 
cardiacs ,  volatiles ,  and  all  fpirituous  medicines  *  ?  If 
they  will  have  ale xiph armies ,  why  do  they  not  give  frefh 
lime-juice,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  greateft  in  the  world? 
Lime-juice  fo  powerfully  prevents  the  diffolution  and  fluxi- 
lity  of  the  juices,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  raife  a  fa- 
livation  by  mercury,  if  the  patient  fucks  limes  plentifully 
at  the  fame  time. 

But  thefe  medicines,  commonlv  called  alexipharmicsy 
hurry  on  the  inflammation  to  a  gangrene,  as  the  excellent 
Boerhaave  takes  notice  f . 

I  own,  if  fweats  break  out  fpontaneoufly,  they  are  cri¬ 
tical,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged,  being  a  very  favourable 
appearance ;  particularly,  when  they  come  boon  and  are 
general  :  then,  indeed,  they  are  the  moll  agreeable  eva¬ 
cuation  to  nature,  in  all  fevers,  and  the  furefl  termination. 
But,  according  to  the  laws  of  animal  fecretion,  we  cannot 
expert  them  in  ardent  fevers  (where,  by  the  fwift  and  rapid 
motion  of  the  blood,  the  thinner  parts  are  immediately 
mixed,  and  blended  with  the  craflamentum)  by  the  ufe  of 
fudorifics  :  we  may  much  more  reafonably  expeCl  them, 
from  the  ufe  of  fuch  things  as  powerfully  fupprefs  the  heat, 
rarefaction  and  ebullition  of  the  blood.  To  confirm  this, 
large  draughts  of  cold  water,  or  other  cool  liquors,  have 
occafioned  profufe  fweats  in  fevers,  when  all  the  ludorifics 
In  the  fhops  would  not  have  had  the  fame  eff'eCt. 

I  have  frequently  obferved,  that  after  the  ufe  of  cooling, 
diluting,  relaxing,  and  folutive  medicines,  a  fweat  would 
break  out  fpontaneoufly,  to  the  great  eafe  ana  relief  of  th® 
patient  J  ;  for  lenient  purges  and  folutives  cleanfe  the  in- 

teftinal 


**  Sed  medici  fa-pe  dant  in  febribus  aquatn  arotnaticam y  fa!  •viperarum ,  &  fal 
tern,  cervt.  fptnt.  ana  on.  hate  await*  vneendunt  &  fa  mm  am  &  malum  augent  j 
bine  heecy  fi  non  requirantury  •viatK  in  gangrenam  pcirant .  Boerh&ave  Prax* 
wed. 

"f*  Medici  recentiores  f, ape  fuafervnt  atgris  ut  afiumavt  theriacam y  cam - 
fbora  my  diafeordtum y  &  Jimilta y  turn  gangrena  eo  cuius  fit ,  quia  tfi  obflruElio  $ 
fed  cum  motus  ingens  ad  partem  obfirudiam  irruat,  nec  inter.m  ille  motus  hoc  ob- 
fiaculum  fuperare  pofiity  turn  eo  ci  tins  fit  gar.gr  ana — fic  quoque  diapb>  agma  & 
pleura  infiammart  pofiunt  &  ba  {nfiammationes  aque  pojjunt  abire  in  gangra- 
natn. 

|  Ad  fudorem  eliciendum y  acria ,  fpirituofa ,  falina ,  opiata ,  fiomachaUa  futit 
vajdc  noxia  i  nam  bate  non  laxant  fed  aj.ringunt.  non  diiuur,ty  fed  ficcant ^ 

,  fudortp 
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t  eft  Inal  glands,  and  promote  perforation  internally  ;  which 
carries  off  a  much  greater  quantity  than  could  pais  through 
an  equal  furface  of  the  fkin  ;  and  much  groffer  matter  $ 
fuch  as  fhould  be  carried  off  j  for  the  fine  fluids,  forced  off 
bytheufeof  fudorifics,  are  what  nature  would  prudently 
detain  to  cool,  fheath,  and  dilute  the  hot  and  inflamed 
cr  a ff amentum  :  alfo  to  temper  the  bile,  if  it  offends  in 
quality  or  quantity.  Thefe  folutives  relieve  wonderfully 
the  overheated  and  overloaded  vifcera,  as  they  folicit  an 
immediate  difcharge  from  the  liver,  fpleen,  and  pancreas, 
is’c. 


If  the  bile  offends  in  quantity  or  quality  ;  I  mean,  if  it 
is  mixed  with  the  mafs  of  blood  in  too  great  a  quantity, 
or  is  grown  more  acrid  than  it  fhould  be,  I  cannot  fee  how 
we  can  attempt  to  throw  it  off'  through  the  pores  of  the 
skin. 

It  is  true,  dodlor  Pitcairn  afferts,  that  the  bile,  in  a 
jaundice,  paffes  the  pores  of  the  skin,  which,  he  fays,  are 
relaxed  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  admit  its  excretion.  With 
all  proper  deference  to  fo  learned  and  judicious  a  man,  I 
muff  diffent  from  him  :  we  all  know  the  nature  of  the  bile; 
that  it  is  a  very  grofs  fluid,  abounding  with  oil  and  a  very 
fharp  fait  ;  neither  of  which  feparate,  or  united,  as  in  the 
bile,  will  admit  of  rarefaction,  although  a  degree  of  heat, 
much  exceeding  that  of  the  human  body,  were  applied  to 
it ;  therefore,  to  me,  it  does  not  feem  reafonable,  that  fo 
grofs  and  tenacious  a  fluid  can  pafs,  at  leaff,  in  a  confi- 
derable  quantity,  through  the  epidermis  in  a  jaundice  • 
indeed,  we  fee  the  lymph  and  mucus  tinged  with  it,  which 
colours  the  body  yellow  ;  but  I  never  obferved  any  bilious 
fweats  which  ftained  the  linen  yellow,  as  the  urine  always 
does  in  that  diforder. 

If  then  the  bile,  in  the  jaundice,  paffes  off  only  by  the 
renal  glands,  it  is  not  probable,  in  thefe  ardent  fevers, 
it  can  be  forced  through  the  skin,  whofe  pores  are  now 
blocked  up,  and  their  diameters  leffened  by  the  ftimuli  and 
increafed  tenfity  of  the  fibres. 


fudorisper  firagulomm  granjitatem  exprejjlo  &  Jim  ilia  funt  rejicienda  •  diluer.th, 
•vero  &  luxantia  funt  optima,  his  enim  jibra  nimis  ContraRa  &?  accurm/a  is 
longior  Jine  ruptura  &  magis  explicabilis,  hoc  pratftat  fola  apa  tepida  &  oleum 
kntjjim  bland  urn  (tefte  Hippocratej  Boerhaa  vzPrax,  Med, 
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Nay,  experience  teaches  us,  that  nothing  relieves,  or 
alleviates  thofe  fymptoms  of  ftagnating  choler,  great  anxi¬ 
ety  and  heat  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  fo  much  as  folu- 
tives  and  diuretics  mixed.  Nor  ought  we  to  attempt  the 
carrying  it  off  any  other  way  than  by  ftool  or  urine  ;  for 
vomiting  is  dangerous,  never  critical  in  this  fever,  but 
fymptomatical ;  proceeding  from  an  inflammation  of  the  parts 
adjacent  to  the  ftomach,  as  fhall  be  obferved  by  and  by. 

Sure,  were  thefe  advocates  for  fudorifi.es  acquainted  with 
the  animal  oeconomy  (from  the  knowledge  of  which  we 
can  only  draw  true  and  juft  indications  for  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes)  would  they  in  ardent,  rarefadtive,  and  inflammatory 
fevers,  adminifter  theriacal,  fpirituofe,  and  volatile  medi¬ 
cines,  &c.  which  do  fo  often,  by  the  injudicious  admini- 
fixation  of  them,  bring  on  gangrenes,  delrria,  phrenzies, 
apoplexies  or  haemorrhages  ?  * 

Would  they  not  ufe,  much  rather  than  thefe  hot  me¬ 
dicines,  the  fine  vegetable  acids  (the  greateft  alexipharmics !) 
which  all-bounteous  nature  provides  us  fo  plentifully  with, 
that  they  are  to  be  found  on  everyy  hedge  ?  Did  they  know, 
that  by  the  immediate  adtion  of  thefe  hot  medicines  upon 
the  ftomach,  the  defeending  trunk  of  the  aorta  is  com- 
preffed  ;  and  confequently,  from  that  immediate  com- 
preflion,  as  well  as  from  the  fucceeding  rarefadfion  of  the 
blood,  a  greater  quantity  of  blood  muft  be  determined  to 
the  already  turgid  blood  veftels  of  the  head  :  for  here  are 
neither  mufcles  nor  bones  to  impede  its  rapid  motion  to 
this  part.  What  wonder  then,  if  delirium,  or  phrenzy, 
or  apoplexy  is  the  c@nfequ.ence  of  their  adminiftration  ? 
Beftdes,  when  the  liver  is  increafed  in  bulk,  and  preftes. 
upon  the  ftomach  and  parts  adjacent,  volatiles  and  cardiacs 
will  a  (ft  in  conjundlion  with  it,  and  the  defeending  blood 
veftels  will  be  ftill  more  comprefted  ;  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  which  are  obvious  from  what  hath  been  laid 
before.  This  digreflion  upon  the  fudorific  or  alexipharmic 
method,  I  hope,  carries  its  excufe  with  it. 

Since  it  is  plain  from  a  juft  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  as  well  as  from  the  immediate  putrefadfion  and 
livid  colour  of  perfons  who  die  of  this  fever,  and  infpedfion 
of  their  vifeera,  that  whatfoever  is  the  caufe,  thediforder 
may  be  juftly  termed  a  general  inflammation,  often  (if  not 
prevented)  terminating  in  a  general  gangrene,  or  death  : 

fo 
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fo  that  we  are  to  endeavour,  by  all  poflible  means,  to  pre¬ 
vent  this  general  gangrene.  And  here  let  us  confider  by 
what  means  nature  endeavours  to  help  herfelf.  Let  us 
.  follow  the  foot-fteps  of  that  wife  guide,  and  not  contra- 
didf  her  in  her  intentions,  or  counteradf  her,  as  too  many 

The  critical  difcharges  here,  are  as  uncertain  as  the  cri¬ 
tical  days.  Sometimes  we  have  a  crifis  by  the  skin  in 
fweat,  eruptions,  or  fmall  boils  ;  which,  as  was  obferved, 
are  the  mod  favourable  and  furefl  terminations  of  all  fevers 
in  this  country  :  often  by  a  diarrhoea,  or  urine.  Twice  I 
have  feen  a  crifis  by  a  bubo  and  parotis,  as  in  the  plague. 
Haemorrhage  from  an  artery  is  fometimes  critical,  and  laves 
the  life  of  the  patient;  at  other  times,  and  that  frequently, 
it  carries  them  off. 

Hippocrates ,  that  accurate  obferver  of  nature  and  her 
operations  and  endeavours,  (peaking  of  a  fever  with  a 
concomitant  jaundice,  fays,  b^uojdam  etiawi  Jexto  die  mor¬ 
bus  regius  prehtndit ,  verum  iftos  per  veficam  expur gatio ,  aut 
eommota  alvus ,  aut  copioja  fanguims  a  narihus  profufio  fuble- 
vavit  J 

We  fhall  now  confider  the  evacuations  that  may  ailiffor 
conti  adici  natuie,  how  belt  to  promote  thofe  difcharges  which 
are  critical,  and  in  what  ifage  of  the  fever  fuch  evacuations 
are  proper.  As  to  fweats,  I  think  enough  hath  been  faid, 
to  prove  they  Ihould  not  be  attempted  by  fudorifics  ;  nor 
cap  be  expected  from  the  ufe  of  them. 

Vomits  too  are  very  injudicioufly  adminiffred  ;  for  vo¬ 
miting  is  always  here^  fymptomatical,  proceeding  from  the 
inflammation  of  the  liver  and  parts  adjacent,  as  before  ob¬ 
ferved;  for,  were  it  critical,  as  Decker  takes  notice  f,  then 
relief  would  enfue  from  the  exhibition  of  a  vomit"-  but 
experience  convinces  us  of  the  contrary.  Barbette  fays' 
vomiting  and  hiccup  are  concomitant  with  an  inflammation 
of  the  liver  §.  And  that  this  fymptomatical  vomitino-  is 
very  dangerous  ||.  If 'this  troublefome  fymptom  is  not 
prevented  in  the  beginning,  it  grows  more  and  more  vio¬ 
lent,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Tick  from  taking  drink,  food  or 


*  Epidem,  lib .  i.  j~  De 'vomitu.  &  Prax  med  11  t/'j 

pecker’ j  remark*  on  Barbette,  published  in  Latin,  at  Leyden.  *  ^ 

medicine^ 
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medicine,  until  it  comes  to  the  vomiting  of  black  blood, 
mixed  with  aduft  bile,  and  the  £harp  juices  of  the  do- 
rnach. 

It  then  appears  to  be  our  duty  to  fupprefs  or  mitigate 
this  vomiting,  if  poffible 5  or,  to  prevent  it,  by  keeping 
open  the  body  with  folutives,  from  the  beginning,  and, 
by  that  means,  diredl  the  courfe  of  the  bile  and  other  fharp 
humours  downwards.  Thefe  folutives  fhould  be  con¬ 
tinued,  at  lead,  until  the  {fate  of  the  fever. 

Hippocrates  takes  notice,  and  fo  does  Celfus ,  that  a  loofe- 
nefs  fuppreffeth  vomiting  :  we  are  convinced,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  it  doth  in  this  fever.  Further,  it  will  appear  plain 
to  any  one  who  underdands  the  animal  oeconomy,  or  the 
mechanifm  of  vomiting,  that  where  there  is  any  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  vifeera.,  vomiting  muft  very  much  increafe  the 
mifehief  ;  and  alfo,  how  likely  it  is  to  bring  on  an  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  diaphragm  and  intercodal  mufcles  ;  whence 
inceflant  vomiting  and  that  dreadful  fymptom  the  hiccup. 

Now,  let  us  confider  bleeding,  an  evacuation  that  hath 
been  much  dlfputed  about.  And  here  I  mud  be  of  dodlor 
Sydenham' s  opinion,  when,  fpeaking  of  the  plague  itfelf, 
he  fays,  They,  who  condemn  bleeding ,  have  net  bled  in  time , 
tr  elje ,  too  fparingly  *, 

Bleeding  feems  highly  neceflary  in  the  beginning  of  this 
fever  ;  not  only  in  eating  the  pains  and  anxiety,  which 
are  a  great  part  of  the  difeafe,  but  alfo  in  reducing  the  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  3  for,  as  IVainwright  obferves,  The  heat  of  an 
animal  is  in  a  compound  proportion  of  his  quantity  of  blood ,  and 
the  celerity  of  its  motion  §.  So  that,  by  diminifhing  the 
quantity  of  blood,  we  lefibn  the  heat  and  third:  3  for  tewer 
of  the  thin  parts  will  be  difTipated,  and  confequently,  by 
this,  we  reduce,  in  fome  degree,  the  fever.  Belides  the 
heat  adds  as  an  universal  flimulus,  whereby  the  diameters  of 
the  vefiels,  fecretory  and  excretory,  are  draitned  3  fo  that 
we  cannot  expedt  any  relieving  glandular  difeharge,  until 
v»Te  have  lowered  the  degree  of  heat.  We  ought  then,  by 
all  poffible  means,  to  diminifn  the  heat,  to  fupprefs  the 
outrage,  rarefadtion,  and  effiatus  of  the  blood,  thereby 


pre- 


*  De  pffle, 


^  De  niorbis  acutis. 
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preventing  the  formation  of  the  fever,  audits  dreadful  confe- 
tjuences  ;  for  if  we  cannot  prevent  the  formation  of  the 
fever,  we  can  do  but  little  in  the  courfe  of  the  diforder  : 
it  proving  of  very  bad  confequence,  to  endeavour  to  force 
a  crifis,  when  the  fever  is  formed  and  fixed  upon  the  whole 
fyftem.  This  is  agreeable  to  the  precept  of  the  divine  old 
man,  Incipientibus  morbis,  ft  quid  movendum  videatur ,  move ; 
vigentibus  vero  quiefcere  melius  eft  *.  This  author  advifes 
bleeding  in  acute  diforders,  where  the  difeafe  is  violent  and 
the  patient  in  theflower  of  his  age,  or  hath  fufficient  ftrength 
to  bear  it  f.  Aretesus  who,  among#  the  ancients,  was 
next  to  Hippocrates ,  fays,  if  there  is  any  remarkable  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  liver  or  praecordia,  we  fhould  bleed  the 
patient^  deliquium. 

Riverius ,  fpeaking  of  the  plague,  fays,  Si  vero  ipfo  morbi 
initio  id  viribus  adhuc  vigentibus  vocatur  medicus ,  id1  aut 
plethoram ,  aut  febrern  adejfe  advertat ,  metufque  fit  tie  ad 
cerebrum  aut  partem  aliam  principem  fiat  metaftafis  fanguinis 
fieri  videatur  tnijfio ,  id  ea?n  inftituere  intrepide  poter it  medicus^ 
habita  tamen ,  natures  es grot  antis ,  id  virium  ratione ,  file 
etenim  modo  ditta  pr  ce  cave  bunt  ur  imminentia  pericula ,  febris 
lompefcetur  io  majus  fpatium  fanguini  ad  circuitum fuum  con - 
tinuandum  procurabitur.  The  Arabians  bled  plentifully  in 
all  ardent  fevers,  and  in  mo#  acute  diforders.  Profper 
Alpinus  takes  notice,  that  the  Egyptians,  who  are  obnoxious 
to  ardent  and  inflammatory  fevers,  not  unlike  thefe  we  have 
in  Jamaica ,  bleed  in  all  ages,  fexes  and  conftitutions,  with 
great  fuccefs  §.  And  Bontius  fays,  he  did  the  fame  in  the 
arderiu  fevers  in  the  Baft -Indies .  ( dalen  fays,  we  ouhht  to 

regard  only  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  bleed  propor- 
t  ion  ably.  .  Willis  fays,  the.  haemorrhages  before  and  after 
death  plainly  demonitrate  it  was  weaknefs  to  omit  b^eed 
ing.  Notwithstanding,  I  think,  from  the  reafons^and 
authorities  above,  corroborated  by  obfervation  and  fuccefs 
in  practice,  that  we  fhould  bleed  plentifully  in  plethoric- 
northern  people,  who  have  the  thickeft  and  reddeft  blood* 


#  Seft,  2.  apbor.  29. 

•f  At  in  morbis  acutis  fanguinem  detrahes ,  ft  •vehement  fuerlt 
motant  atate  prints  Juerint  Of  i virium  rob  Be  valuerinj  Dt 


ent  morbus ,  td  qui 
Oe  ratione  'vihl.  m 
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with  tenfe  elaftic  fibres  ;  yet,  after  the  firJfh  ftage,  or  be¬ 
yond  the  increment  of  the  fever,  it  cannot  be  fo  proper : 
as  it  may  interrupt  nature  in  her  intentions,  and  prolong  the 
crifis,  if  it  does  no  further  mifchief.  Nor  ftiould  we  bleed, 
in  my  opinion,  after  the  veffels  are  in  any  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  relaxed. 

Art eri atomy  is  much  commended  by  fome  of  the  ancients, 
in  all  high  and  inflammatory  diforders,  where  the  blood 
hath  too  great  a  degree  of  exaltation. 

I  have  feveral  times  divided  the  temporal  artery,  with 
great  fuccefs,  where  the  patient  was  feized  with  a  delirium 
or  phrenfy,  on  the  very  rirft  attack  of  the  fever  :  which  hap¬ 
pens  fometimes  co  thofe  perfons,  whofe  fever  arifes  from 
extreme  motion  in  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

An  argument  for  arteriotomy  (in  my  opinion,  a  very 
good  one)  is,  many  perfons,  in  the  high  eft  degree  of  this 
fever,  have  been  faved  by  an  haemorrhage  from  an  artery  ; 
even  when  there  was  not  the  leaft  hopes  or  profpecft  of  re- 
covery.  This  happened  in  the  cafe  of  the  Plon.  JVafhington 
Shirley ,  Efq;  commander  of  his  majefty’s  fhip  the  Renown^ 
who,  in  the  beginning,  had  loft  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  ;  yet  feveral  hours  after  cupping  upon  the  fhoulders, 
when  the  fcarincations  were  clofed,  the  blood  forced  its 
way  through,  and  he  bled  three  or  four  days  :  and  the  fca- 
riftcations,  although  very  fuperficial,  were  cauterized  by 
his  own  direction,  to  ftop  the  bleeding  at  laft.  This  was 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  'Jones  the  attorney  (and  many  others)  who 
bled  immoderately  from  the  nofe,  had  the  vomiting  of 
black  humours,  and  hiccup  \  yet  recovered  by  the  hsemor- 
rhaye. 

O 

Arteriotomy  or  cupping  with  fcarifications  feems  to  ex¬ 
cel  venaefedfion,  for  the  following  reafon  :  thofe  perfons 
who  die  of  ardent  fevers,  or  acute  diforders,  have  their 
arteries  full  and  veins  empty  ;  on  the  contrary,  thofe,  who 
die  with  flow  fevers,  or  chronic  diforders,  have  their  veins 
full  and  arteries  empty*. 

Solutive  purges  and  apozcms  with  manna,  &c.  feem  to 
be  abfolutely  neceflary  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever ;  fqr 


*  Panel  us  in  jepulchret  o  anativiico a  &  Herman.  Boerhaave  de  febribus  its 
genere, 

they 
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they  cool  and  eafe  the  patient  immediately,  moderate  the 
heat,  thirft,  and  anxiety,  prevent,  as  was  before  obferved,  th ?.i 
terrible  fymptomatic  vomiting,  fo  troublefome  in  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe !  Befides,  folutives  are  plainly  indicated  by 
nature  ;  for  a  fpontaneois  diarrhoea  is  always  a  favourable 
appearance  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever  :  therefore, 
where  there  was  not  one,  I  have  always  endeavoured  to 
bring  one  on. 

The  ejections  difeharged  here  arc  generally  hot,  fharp, 
choleric  or  bilious ;  fermenting  like  yeft,  and  commonly 
very  foetid  :  and  as  thefe  are  immediately  derived  from  the 
liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  &c.  they  muff,  and  do  wonder- 
fully  relieve  thofe  vifeera  in  this,  and  in  all  central  fevers. 

In  the  epidemic  bilious  fever  at  Pifa9  anno  1661,  thofe 
who  recovered  wTere  relieved  by  a  diarrhaea  *. 

One  of  the  divine  Hippocrates* s  precepts  is  to  purge  in 
every  acute  difeafe  the  'fir ft  day,  if  there  is  a  propenfity  of 
the  humours  to  go  off  that  way  ;  for  delay  in  this  cafe  is 
bad  f,  and  by  the  way  his  purges  were  none  of  the  mild- 
■eft. 

Riverius,  in  the  plague  itfelf,  advifes  purging  where 
there  is  interna  humorum  corruptio  §,  and  that  there  is  here 
the  very  foetid  ejections  demonftrate. 

Sometimes  it  happens  we  are  called  in  too  late,  when  the 
vomiting  is  fo  violent,  that  no  folutive  medicines,  fucii  as 
manna,  kS c.  though  affifted  with  lenient  clyfters,  will  di¬ 
vert  the  courfe  of  the  humours  ;  nor  will  anti-emetics  flop 
the  vomiting  any  confiderable  time. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  I  have  ventured  to  give  (and  it 
fucceeded  beyond  rny  expectations)  twenty  or  thirty  Grains 
of  fcammony  or  jallap,  in  an  anti-emetic  draught,  repeating 
it  if  thrown  up,  or  not  anfwering  my  defign  in  a  little 
time. 

I  know  the  exhibition  of  thefe  rough  cathartics  in  a 
fever  will  be  looked  upon  as  ftrange  praftice,  and  I  have 
no  example  or  authority  to  fupport  it  among  the  moderns. 


*  Bareli,  apud  Malpigh.  -vit.  pofih.  p.  21,  22. 


§  Ubi  corpus  cacocbymicum  invadit  pejlk,  aut  huic  interna  hu, 
Saver,  reformat,  de  pelte, 
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Indeed  the  ancients  from  Hippocrates  down  to  Afclepiades » 
except  the  fchool  of  Erafiflratus ,  gave  purges  in  acute 
fevers ;  and  their  purges  were  mod:  of  them  rough  and 
vellicating.  Hippocrates  exprefsly  diredls  fcammony,  where 
the  ftools  are  bilious  *. 

What  induced  me  to  try  medicines  of  this  kind  was, 
what  hath  been  taken  notice  of  before,  that  where  there 
was  a  fmart  diarrhoea,  fpontaneous  or  procured  by  medi¬ 
cine,  the  vomiting  never  was  violent,  if  any  at  all  :  and 
the  diarrhoea  proved  very  ferviceable  in  relieving  or  abating 
all  other  fymptoms. 

Further  I  conlidered  the  ffomach  would  not  bear  any 
great  quantity  of  the  molt  agreeable  liquor,  much  lefs  a 
fufficient  dofe  of  manna  or  any  other  lenient  purge  or  folu- 
tive  medicine;  which  at  this  time  muff:  be  given  in  a  great 
quantity  to  increafe  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines 
confiderably  ;  thereby  forcing  the  humours  ffrongly  down¬ 
wards.  The  anti-emetic  draught  generally  Fops  the  vomit¬ 
ing  for  a  little  time,  until  the  cathartic  paftes  the  pylorus  : 
fo  that  it  generally  anfwered  the  intention,  relieving  that 
troublefome  fymptom,  cooling  and  eafing  the  patient,  and 
reducing,  in  a  confiderable  degree  the  pulfe,  pain  and  an¬ 
xiety. 

Clyfters  folutive  and  emollient  are  of  great  fervice,  as  they 
are  an  immediate  fomentation  to  all  the  bowels  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  ;  promote  perfpiration  internally,  foften  and  relax  the 
tenfe  and  heated  inteftines,  and  gently  follicit  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  bile  and  other  offending  humours. 

The  ufe  of  clyfters  is  fo  manifeft,  fo  obvious  (efpecially 
during  the  ardency  of  the  fever)  that  I  have  no-further  oc- 
caffon  to  infift:  on  their  being  ferviceable ;  or  to  bring  au¬ 
thorities  ("many  of  which  I  could)  to  fupport  my  opinion. 

Blifters,  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  them,  at  what  time  and  in 
what  circumffances  they  fhould  be  applied,  require  much 
care  and  conftderation,  for  they  are  often  beneficial  in  fevers, 
and  often  very  pernicious. 

Firft,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  examine  their  adlion  on 
the  human  body,  fecondly,  to  examine  the  opinion  of  a 
gentleman  juftly  celebrated  for  his  medicinal  knowledge 


*  A'tnnque  egefi  tones  biliojt. v  ! uerint,  fcammonio  exhibito  moderate  purgan- 
dum.  de  Xat.  vidt.  morb.  a  cut.  401. 

through- 


BILIOUS  FEVER.  25 

throughout  all  Europe,  who  fpeaks  much  againft  blifters'* 
and  laftly  conclude  with  fome  obfervations  of  the  learned 
dodfor  Mead  upon  the  ufe  of  blitters,  with  our  own  obfer¬ 
vations  and  reafons, 

Biifters  adf  by  increafing  the  reciprocal  ofcillations  be¬ 
tween  the  folids  and  the  fluids,  Simulating,  irritating,  and 
exagitating  the  whole  fyftem  ;  as  is  plain  by  the  bloody  urine 
and  ftrangury  they  occafion :  hence  it  feems,  they  cannot  be 
good  in  the  beginning  of  ardent  fevers  where  all  irritation 
increafes  the  general  inflammation;  and  every  caufe  of  in¬ 
flammation  increafed,  it  foon  goeth  into  a  gangrene.  Yet 
thefe  have  been  often  applied  in  the  very  beginning  of  ardent 
and  highly  rarefadfive  fevers  by  fome  that  practife  in  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  and  without  previous  bleeding,  relaxation,  or  con~ 
fiderable  evacuation  of  any  land  ! 

The  learned  Boerhaave  fays  of  biifters,  or  cantharides. 

T itum  genus  nervofum  fimidant,  fibriUas  iff  folvunt ,  and, 
puto  vero  maxime  nocere  ubi  humor es  nimis  foluti  iff  acres  funt , 
nec  in  morbis  a  cutis,  nec  in  inflanmiatione  convenire ,  nec  ubi 
eft  inclinatio  in  alcali  ;  if f  miror  quod  a  tot  egregiis  viris  ad- 
hue  laudantur ,  nam  faciunt  febrem  maximum ,  anxietates ,  ha¬ 
th  wn  cadaver ofum ,  urinam  fee ti dam,  iffc. 

Dodfor  Mead's  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  biifters,  are 
contradidfory  to  dodfor  Boerhaave' s  opinion,  and  are  coil- 
firmed  by  experience :  for  he  fays,  that  in  the  confluent 
fmall-pox  where  the  blood  was  in  flich  a  ftate  of  diflolution, 
that  livid  fpots  appeared,  and  blood  was  difeharged  from  the 
emundfories,  he  applied  biifters  with  fuccels  where  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  delirious. 

I  am  far  from  believing  that  dodfor  Boerhaave  himfelf 
would  forbid  the  ufe  of  them  in  all  ftages  of  acute  fevers : 
for  certainly  they  are  often  indicated  by  nature ;  particularly 
when  {he  endeavours  to  throw  out  an  eruption,  which  is 
always  critical;  and  if  nature,  or  the  vis  vita  (which  I 
mean  by  nature)  hath  not  ftrength  fufficient  to  do  her  work, 
it  feems  highly  neceflary  that  we  fhould  affift  her. 

After  the  flrft  irritation  caufed  by  cantharides  is  over, 
their  fubtle  adtive  falts  dilute  the  blood  by  reftoring  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  lymph  :  for  I  fuppofe  thefe  fcour  the  lympha-? 
tics  as  cathartics  do  the  inteftinesbreak  and  attenuate  the 


*  H.  Boerhaave  Prax.  Med. 


putre- 


%'S  An  E  S  S  A  Y  on  the 

putrefying,  ffagnating  ierumand  fit  it  for  excretion  through 
the  fkin,  whence  that  balitum  cadaverofum  doctor  Boerhaave 
mentions,  Thefe  falts  alfo  break  and  attenuate  the  putre¬ 
fying  ffagnating  bile ;  fit  it  for  excretion  by  the  kidneys, 
and  carry  it  off  that  way  with  fome  of  the  groffer  parts  of 
the  putrefying  ferum,  &c,  whence  that  urinam  fcetidam^ 
this  learned  author  takes  notice  of 

In  all  central  fevers ,  blitters  are  certainly  ferviceable  by 
transferring  the  inflammation  to  the  fuperficies,  by  preven¬ 
ting  an  inflammation  of  fome  noble  vifcus,  by  relieving  the 
convulfions  of  the  diaphragm  and  intercofta!  muffles,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  afflux  of  hot,  {harp  rarefied  blood  on  thofe 
parts  ;  whence  a  continual  vomiting  :  that  being  a  convul¬ 
sion  of  the  diaphragm  and  intercoftal  muffles ;  as  Monfieur 
Chirau-x  proves  by  experiment. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  bliffers  migitate  violent  vo¬ 
miting  and  hiccup  :  yet  I  would  by  no  means  recommend 
the  ufe  of  them  in  the  beginning  of  fevers,  whilff  the  fervor 
of  the  blood  and  tenfity  of  the  veffels  continues :  for  it  is 
then  our  bufinefs  to  fupprefs  the  fervor  and  efflatus  of  the 
blood,  and  relax  the  folids. 

After  all,  bliffers,  in  my  opinion,  are  ffldom  neceflaryi'n 
this  fever  *  in  fome  few  cafes  I  have  found  them  ferviceable ; 
but  they  ought  never  to  be  applied  without  due  care  and 
Confideration. 

And  if  we  do  apply  them  we  fhould  fupply  the  patient 
plentifully  with  diluents  and  fmooth  cooling  drinks,  fuch 
as  emulfions  with  gum  arab,  &c.  And  indeed  thefe  are 
heceffary  almoft  through  the  whole  courff  of  the  fever  :  but 
now  fhould  be  given  in  greater  quantities  to  fneath  and  di¬ 
lute  the  cauftic  falts  of  the  cantharides. 

in  this  fever,  as  in  mold  acute  diforders,  diluting  and 
relaxing  diet  and  medicines  are  moil  proper;  and  the  patient 
fhould  be  kept  cool  as  poffible  ;  by  no  means  ffifiing  him  up 
with  a  load  of  bed-cloaths.  or  excluding  the  air  from  him, 
according  to  doctor  Boerhaave’ s  jand  excellent  Celfus’s  his 
auvice  ;  who  fpeaking  of  a  patient  in  a  fever  fays,  etiam 
tomplo  conclave  tenendus ,  quo  multum  &  pttrum  cerem  trahen 
tpojfit :  neque  multis  vejlimentis Jlrangukndus  f. 
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It  would  be  very  happy  for  poor  Tick  Grangers,  if  we 
could  get  them  large  perflated  rooms  inftead  of  the  holes  they 
are  crammed  into.  What  convinces  me  this  laft  precept  is 
right,  I  have  often  obferved  that  thofe  perfons  who  had  this 
fever  on  board  of  the  veffels  in  the  harbour,  who  feldom 
drank  any  thing  but  cold  water,  no  beds  to  lye  on,  orcloaths 
to  cover  them,  with  a  free  admiffion  of  air,  frequently  re¬ 
covered. 

Such  things  as  relax  and  dilute,  mull  be  proper  here,  for 
all  the  fibres  are  tenfe  and  dry ;  and  fo  long  as  the  heat,  fic- 
city,  third:,  and  fwift  pulfe  continue,  fo  long  all  diluents, 
and  the  thinned:  fluids  are  proper ;  water  itfelf  is  convenient  ; 
for  the  drought,  and  contraction  of  the  veffels  are  a  very 
great  part  of  the  diforder. 

The  warm  bath,  or  rather  partial  fomentations  with 
vinegar  and  warm  water  mud:  be  very  ferviceable,  as  they 
relax  and  cleanfe  the  cuticular  glands. 

Acids,  of  which  this  country  produces  the  fined:  in  the 
world,  and  perhaps  the  greateft  variety,  mud:  be  very  fer¬ 
viceable  ;  fo  mud:  vinegar  and  water  mixed  ;  and  acid  me¬ 
dicines  fuch  as  fpt.  vitroli ,  ol.  fulph.  per  ca?npanam ,  fpt.  ni - 
tri  dulc.  &c.  the  nitral  falts  much  diluted  and  o-iven  in 
fmall  quantities,  elfe  they  increafe  third: :  all  thefe°muft  be 
very  ufeful  judicioufly  exhibited  ;  fo  mud:  folutive  acid 
fruits,  fuch  as  tamarins  and  caffia  boiled  in  water  for  com¬ 
mon  drink,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  i Egyptians  as 
Profper  Alpinus  obferves  *. 

Jamaica  forrel  or  the  jelly  of  it  diffolved  in  barley  water, 
and  all  our  fine  vegetable  acids,  are  not  only  mod:  agreeable 
to  the  fick,  but  are  alfo  the  mod:  ferviceable,  as  they  abate 
the  inflammation,  allay  third:,  refid:  that  general  putrefaction 
of  the  juices,  corredl  the  bile,  promote  its  difcharge  bv 
urine,  and  gently  open  the  body.  So  manna  alfo  diffolved 
in  barley  water  and  acidulated  with  lime  or  lemon  juice  is  a 
very  pretty  draught;  and  might  be  frequently  taken  to  keep 
the  belly  foluble ;  and  by  that  means  eafe  the  anxiety,  heat 
and  pain. 

Brifiol  hot- well  water  when  it  arrives  here  feems  to  be 
only  thepureft  water;  having  loft  all  the  minera  or  calx  it 
may  be  impregnated  with  at  the  well,  as  it  is  a  pure  cool 
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drink,  vaflly  agreeable  to  the  Tick  it  may  be  drank  plentiful¬ 
ly  after  the  increment,  about  the  date  of  the  fever ;  then 
there  cannot  be  a  better  liquor  ufed  to  dilute,  cool  and  tem¬ 
per  the  hot,  inflamed  and  almoft  boiling  blood ;  as  well  as 
to  promote  any  critical  difcharge. 

Galen  reccommends  the  drinking  of  cold  water  in  con¬ 
tinual  fevers ;  fo  do  the  Arabian  phyficians,  particularly 
Avicenna ,  who  gave  it  through  the  whole  courfe  of  ardent, 
and  bilious  fevers,  as  he  fays,  to  allay  third,  and  to  tem¬ 
per  and  promote  theconco&ion  of  the  bile  *;  indeed  warmed 
liquors  or  tepid  are  the  bed  in  the  beginning  becaufe  they 
relax  moft.  The  divine  Hippocrates  in  acute  diforders  gave 
ptifan  of  barley  and  the  cooled;  and  thinned;  food  §,  Willis 
barley-water  with  honey  and  vinegar.  Boerhaave  recom¬ 
mends  in  all  diforders  where  the  juices  are  inclined  to  pu¬ 
trefy,  tamarins,  juice  of  lemons,  rhenifh  wine,  butter¬ 
milk  drained  through  flannel  to  take  out  the  butter  and 
eheefe.  He  fays  the  poor  people  in  Amsterdam  at  the  time 
of  the  plague  drank  a  mixture  called  de  tribus ,  the  bads  of 
which  was  vinegar ;  by  the  ufe  of  which  liquor  many  reco¬ 
vered. 

Tachenlus  in  a  fevere  plague  in  Italy  >  fays  he  preferved 
himfelf  and  feveral  others  by  the  ufe  of  acid  fpirit  of  ful- 


phur. 

Sydenham  fays,  in  that  word;  fort  of  fmall-pox  where  the 
humours  were  fo  drongly  inclined  to  putrefy,  that  nine  out 
of  ten  died  ;  (which,  as  he  obferves,  fcarcely  happens  in  the 
plague  jtfelf :)  until  he  gave  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  plentiful¬ 
ly  in  fmall-beer  he  found  no  remedy. 

I  have  found  the  following  medicine  to  be  very  ufeful  in 
the  beginning  of  this  fever. 

RSpt.  nitri  dulcis 

- - falis  dulcis  aa  drachmas  duas. 

- vitrioli  drachmam  unam,  mifce,  fumat  gt.  xxx 

vel  xl  fubinde  in  quovis  vehiculo. 

This  medicine  greatly  redds  putrefaction,  and  corrects 
the  bile ;  for  it  is  exceeding  ferviceable  in  fome  kinds  of 
jaundice,  us  well  as  in  this  difeafe. 

From  all  thefe  obfervations  we  may  fairly  conclude,  acids 
muft  be  of  great  ufe  here,  where  thejuices  are  fo  drongly  in- 
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dined  to  putrefy.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  acids 
fhould  not  be  given  through  the  whole  courfe  of  ardent  and 
putrid  fevers ;  but  only  fo  long  as  the  alcaline  putridity  con- 

tindtes. 

As  the  fatal  termination  of  this  fever  is  a  general  gan¬ 
grene,  and  the  Peruvian  bark  is  the  beft  remedy  known  in 
local  gangrene,  we  are  ready  to  conclude  from  analogy* 
that  it  mult  be  good  here,  until  experience  convinces  us 
of  the  contrary. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  examine,  why  this  noble  medi¬ 
cine,  given  in  the  remiffions  of  this  fever,  does  not  an- 
fwer  our  intention.  The  adtion  of  the  bark  renders  the 
fibres  more  tenfe  and  elaftic,  and  enables  them  to  fubdue 
that  lentor  in  the  blood,  the  caufe  of  intermitting  fevers  : 
to  account  philofophically  for  its  adtion  is  not  to  our  pur- 
pofe  :  we  can  only  fay  then,  from  the  fpecific  configura¬ 
tion  of  its  particles,  it  hath  thefe  effedts  :  but  here,  that 
very  adtion,  and  thofe  effedts  produced  from  the  bark  are 
very  pernicious  :  and  mult  be  particularly  fo  when  the 
caufe  is  an  inflammation  of  the  fmall  veflels  conftituting  the 
larger.  That  the  mifchief  mult  be  increafed,  is  very  obvious 
from  the  rough,  conftringing  and  ftimulating  power  of  the 
bark.  Our  utmoft  endeavours  here,  fhould  be  to  relax  the 
veflels ;  for  the  tenfity  of  the  veflels  will  hinder  all  the 
glandular  difcharges,  and  muft  alfo  increafe  the  pains, 
heat,  forenefs,  anxiety,  thirft,  &c. 

In  a  particular  gangrene  in  an  extreme  part,  where  the 
circulation  is  languid,  and  the  veflels  weakned  with  con- 
tufion,  or  any  thing  which  hath  occafioned  too  great  an 
afflux  of  blood  on  the  part  for  fome  time,  by  which  con¬ 
tinued  plethora  the  veflels  are  overftretched,  and  theft 
contradtile  reftitutive  power,  in  fome  degree,  loft  j  or,  in 
old  age,  where  the  blood  is  vapid,  the  cafe  is  quite  altered  ; 
for  here  is  no  increafed  tenfity  of  the  folids,  nor  undue  ex¬ 
altation  of  the  blood.  Young  robuft  perfons,  who  have  the 
tenfeft  fibres,  are  moft  obnoxious  to  this  fever  ;  to  thefe 
alfo  it  proves  moft  fatal  :  women  and  men  of  lax  habits 
are  feldom  feized  with  it  5  or,  when  they  are,  come 
through  with  much  fefs  danger  and  difficulty. 

This  leads  us  to  take  notice,  how  fatal  this  fever  hath 
been  to  ftrangers,  Europeans  and  North  Americans ,  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  abound  with  a  great  quantity  of  blood* 
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rich  with  falts  * * * §,  are  in  the  heat  and  prime  of  life,  and 
whofe  fibres  are  tenfe  and  elaftic:  thefe  are  moft  obnoxious 
to  inflammations,  for  the  reafons  before  given  §,  and  are 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  cured  jj. 

When  a  If  ranger  arrives  here  from  a  northern  climate, 
the  blood  muff  be,  in  fome  degree,  rarefied  ;  which  rare- 
fadlion  may  be  called  a  plethora  ;  for  the  veffels  do  not  re¬ 
lax  immediately  in  proportion.  The  circulation  is  now 
rendered  quicker  by  the  ffimulus  heat,  whence  all  the  fe- 
cretions,  recrementitious  and  excrementitious,  are  in- 
creafed  j  except,  perhaps,  the  two  expurgafory,  by  ffool 
and  urine  ;  by  which  only  the  bile  can  be  carried  off',  that 
is  now  feparated  in  a  greater  quantity  than  ufual  by  the  in- 
creafed  circulation,  heat  of  the  climate,  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  or  whatever  caufes  may  increafe  the  bile  :  hence  a 
•redundance  ®f  bile,  which,  together  with  that  ftiffhefs  of 
the  fibres,  and  richnefs  of  the  blood,  are  obvious  and  fuff 
ficient  caufes  of  their  p rone ne's  to  this  fever. 

Since  this  appears  to  be  the  care,  would  not  the  method 
of  preventing  the  redundancy  of  bile,  taking  away  the 
plethora ,  and  relaxing  the  pores,  be  highly  expedient  for 
all  It  ran  gens  at  their  iirft  arrival,  to  be  continued  until 
fuch  time  as  their  folids  were  relaxed,  and  juices  affimulat- 
ed  to  the  air  of  the  country  ? 

The  method  I  would  propofe  is  this.  Upon  the  arrival 
of  a  perfon  with  a  Northern  conftitution,  let  blood  be 
drawn  from  his  arm,  if  fanguine  and  plethoric  :  this  bleed¬ 
ing  will  leffen  the  degree  of  heat,  and  abate  the  nifus  of  the 
particles  of  the  blood.  After  bleeding,  if  no  favourable 
lax  intervene,  take  fome  folutive  purge,  fuch  as  manna,  and 
cream  of  tartar,  once  or  twice  a  week,  fufficient  to  move 
the  belly  three  or  four  times.  Ufe  every  day,  for  fome 
time,  a  warm  bath,  to  relax  the  cuticular  glands  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  free  tranfpiration,  as  well  as  cleanfe  them  of  any 
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fordes  that  may  obftrudl  rub  dry  with  a  cloth,  and  a- 
noint  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fine  oil,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  ancients,  to  prevent  what  is  commonly 
called  catching  of  cold  :  this  warm  bathing  appears  to  me 
to  be  of  great  confequence;  therefore  I  think  fhould  not  be 
omitted.  Perhaps,  bleeding  again,  or,  at  certain  periods, 
may  be  requifite  :  but  this  fhould  not  be  ventured  upon 
without  advice  ;  nor  indeed  bathing  or  purging  :  for  the fe 
ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  conftitution,  habit,  age, 
fex  and  temperament  of  the  perfon  ;  fome  requiring  to 
bathe  long  and  often,  others,  feldom  or  a  fhort  time  $ 
others,  who  have  habits  fufficiently  relaxed,  not  at  all : 
and  perfons  too  much  relaxed  fhould  rather  ufe  the  cold 
bath. 

To  keep  the  body  cool,  and  to  afford  a  conftant  fupply 
to  the  blood  whofe  thinner  parts  may  be  exhauifed,  or  too 
much  diifipated  by  exercife  or  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
drink  fmall  but  frequent  draughts  of  fherbet,  or  very  weak 
acid  punch  :  a  draught,  in  the  morning,  may  not  be  amifs 
to  cleanfe  the  urinary  paffages,  where  fome  foulnefs  is  apt 
to  be  accumulated  during  fleep  :  or  perhaps,  tamarin- 
water,  orange- whey,  or  fucking  fome  of  our  acid  fruits 
would  anfwer  the  intention  as  well ;  for,  as  was  before  ob- 
ferved,  acid  fruits  and  acidulated  liquors  cool  and  condenfe 
the  blood,  refift  putrefaction,  corredf  the  bile,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  difcharge  by  urine. 

As  to  diet,  that  which  is  light,  cool,  eafy  of  digeftion, 
and  acefcent ,  is  the  beff  becaufe  it  prevents  th z’alcaline 
putridity  of  the  juices.  But  I  would,  by  no  means,  ad- 
vife  any  particular  form  ;  becaufe  it  is  very  certain,  that 
free  livers,  provided  they  fall  into  no  exceffes,  are  not 
more  liable  to  the  ardent  fevers  of  this  country  than  the 
moft  temperate  and  exa 6f  ;  or,  if  they  do  fall  into  them, 
efcape  the  beff.  Vinegar  and  fait  refift  putrefaction  ;  and, 
upon  that  account,  feem  to  be  neceffary  :  in  my  opinion, 
it  would  not  be  amifs  to  ufe  them  freely  with  all  animal 
food. 

Nothing  conduces  more  to  the  prefervation  of  health, 
in  this  and  all  Southern  countries,  than  a  proper  regulation 
of  the  paiftons  of  the  mind.  I  fay,  in  this  and  all  Southern 
countries,  becaufe  in  Northern  countries  the  effects  of  the 
paiftons  are  not  fo  violent,  or  fo  foon  difcernible  3  they 
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may  help  to  lay  the  foundation  of  chronic  diforders  in 
Northern  countries ,  but  here  they  will  immediately  bring 
on  acute  difeafes  :  thus,  violent  anger  or  extreme  grief 
will  immediately,  or  in  a  few  hours,  bring  on  a  jaundice, 
or  bilious  fever  ;  and  the  fear  of  dying,  perhaps,  kills  more 
than  the  climate. 

Thus  have  I  faithfully  defcribed  the  nature  and  caufes  of 
this  fever,  as  they  appear  to  me,  pointed  out  the  juvantia 
and  Icedentia *  and  hope  I  have  laid  a  foundation  for  a  per- 
fe£t  knowledge  of  this  difeafe  ;  or  given  fuch  ufeful  hints 
and  obfervations  as  may  be  improved  by  fome  gentleman 
of  fuperior  knowledge  in  the  medical  art.  I  apprehend, 
when  the  nature  and  caufes  of  a  difeafe  are  explained,  the 
curative  indications  are  obvious  ;  and  are  to  be  found  by 
experiments  made  with  fuch  medicines  as,  from  their  known 
properties,  are  likely  to  fucceed. 

I  {hall  conclude  in  the  words  of  the  great  dodlor  Mead. , 
1  have  now  finijhed  this  effay  fuch  as  it  is  ;  contentious  and  ill- 
natured  men  may ,  probably ,  find  fault  with  it ,  but  I  hope  it 
will  prove  ufeful  to  my  countrymen ,  which  is  to  be  defired  above 
all  things  ;  for  a  confcioufnefs  of  an  ufeful  undertaking  and  an 
upright  mind  is  beyond  all praife  :  this  fatis faction  will  never 
he  wanting  to  him  who  fhews  that  he  has  the  public  good  at 
heart  ;  and  that  he  thinks  himfelf  not  born  for  himfelfi  but  for 
mankind. 

And  let  me  add,  I  fear  not  cenfure,  nor  delire  applaufe  : 
he  that  difapproves  of  this  elTay,  let  him  {hew  his  diflike  by 
writing  better  on  the  fubject  and  I  {hall  be  fatisfied. 
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To  the  Honourable 


Charles  Price,  Efq; 


C^Harles  Price,  whom  all  unprejudiced  commend. 
The  patriot  firm,  the  generous  friend  5 
Whether  now  labouring  for  Jamaica's  good. 
Through  parts  impafiable  you  form  the  road. 

Or  gracioufiy  prefide  in  making  laws,  5 

With  the  whole  fenate’s  fuffrage  and  applaufe. 

Or  gaily  laughing  o’er  the  flalk  you  drain. 

With  native  wit  and  humour  entertain, 

(If  friends  are  wrong,  you  laugh  at  their  expence. 

Charm  with  your  wit,  and  laugh  them  intofenfe.)  10 
Deign  to  receive  this  verfe  the  mufe  bellows. 

From  him  whofe  bread;  (like  yours)  with  friendihip  glows. 
Say  why  envious  calumnies  impart 
So  much  of  pleafure  to  the  human  heart. 

Why  bafe  detraction  with  low  fcurril  wit,  15 

Amongft  mankind  the  gen’ral  humour  hit  ? 

Why  lying,  quibbling  enquiries  are  read, 

And  not  what’s  good  and  ufeful  in  their  Head  ? 

’Tis  pride  and  mean  felf-love  are  fure  the  caufe. 

Men  rather  blame  thsan  give  the  due  applaufe.  2q 

Lo  !  envious  Bennet ,  blundering  B~ - -n 

Are  feen,  and  read  by  almpfi  half  the  town  ! 


Bennet , 
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Bennet ,  whofe  trifling  writings  no  point  hit  ; 
That  fop  in  learning,  and  that  fool  in  wit  ! 

In  him  th’  envious  finding  fneer  we  find, 

Moft  certain  mark  of  fool  and  knave  combin’d. 
Unhappy  Norton  fell  beneath  his  skill  : 

The  firft  efiay  he  made,  alas !  to  kill. 

O  !  blind  to  merit,  reafon,  fenfe  and  truth. 

Why  will  you  truft  an  unexperienced  youth  ? 
Who  vilely  ftrives  to  raife  an  obfcure  name 
By  the  deftrudfion  of  another’s  fame  ! 

I  want,  not  I !  a  character  to  raife  ! 

Alike  my  fcorn,  their  cenfure  or  their  praife  ! 
Grant,  heav’n,  the  friendfhip  of  the  virtuous  part. 
With  foul  benevolent,  expanded  heart 
Who  detefl:  bafe  envy,  fcorn  low  fraud  and  art. 

Such  is  T - y,  fuch  art  thou,  O  P - 

And  M - g  too,  exempt  from  every  vice  ! 

In  pow’r  ferenely  good,  humanely  great. 

Still  may  you  fhine  through  every  ftate  1 
Whilft  I,  with  gentle  medic  arts,  aflwage 
The  dreadful  ravage  of  febrific  rage. 

Approv’d  by  B - kef- - d  and  the  wifer  few, 

I  value  not  the  carping,  railing  crew. 
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EPISTLE  WRITER. 


By  PARKER  BENNET,  M.  D. 


Out  of  thy  own  mouth  will  I  condemn  thee ,  0  thou  evil  fpeaker . 


Should  not  have  prefumed  to  trouble  the  public  a 
fecond  time  with  my  low  fcurrilous  wit,  as  you  are 
pleafed  politely  to  call  it,  had  Inotfeen  myfelf  focoarfly 
daubed  in  the  epiUle  you  lately  exhibited  to  the  public. 
And  tho’  I  am  not  able  to  attack  fo  great  a  poet  in  his 
own  way,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  allowed  the  priviledge  of  an- 
fwering  for  myfelf  in  profe,  as  your  not  fubfcribing  your 
name  has  robbed  me  of  every  other  weapon  but  the  pen. 
However,  had  you  fubfcribed  it,  you  would  not  have  been 
a  bit  the  more  known  ;  as  by  the  fentiments,  hand-writing, 
and  many  other  fymptoms  (to  talk  in  my  own  way)  I  can 
be  at  no  great  lofs  to  find  out  the  author.  And  if  I  now 
declare  that  he  is  beneath  my  refejitment  in  any  other  way 
than  that  of  ridicule,  it  is  not  the  firft  time  I  have  faid  fo, 
having  frequently  expreffed  myfelf  to  that  purpofe,  upon 
hearing  his  behaviour  on  the  death  of  Mr,  Naught  on ,  and 
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alCo  being  myfelf  a  witnefs  to  it  on  a  late  occafion,  when  I 
condefcended  to  a  confultation  at  the  requeft  of  a  certain 
worthy  gentleman.  But  my  patient  prevented  my  demean¬ 
ing  myfelf  by  difcarding  you,  and  then,  I  fuppofe,  full  of 
indignation  and  fpleen,  you  fat  down  to  write  the  late  in¬ 
genious  lines.  I  can’t  blame  you  for  (hewing  a  little  con¬ 
cern,  at  feeing  a  man,  whom  of  all  men  in  the  world 
you  hated  molt,  preferred  to  yourfelt,  and  his  judgment 
relied  on,  when  yours  was  not  taken  the  leaft  notice  of ; 
but  you  might  have  fhewn  your  diflike  in. a  much  more 
genteel  manner,  and  have  kept  up  to  the  charadfer  of  the 
gentleman,  though  you  were  even  concerned  with  a  per- 
fon  of  whom  you  have  the  meaneft  opinion.  .You  fee. 
Sir,  that  the  worft  treatment  cannot  alter  my  good  inten¬ 
tions  to  ferve  you  ;  I  thought  the  late  applications  would 
have  taken  efredf,  but  am  forry  to  find  that  the  gangrene 
(fill  fp  reads  ;  however,  a  little  more  of  the  cauftic  won’t  be 
amifs,  and  w7hen  I  have  clipped  and  pared  you  into  fome 
reasonable  compafs,  and  made  you  a  fit  companion  for  gen¬ 
tlemen,  you  may  then  venture  upon  a  fecond  epiffolary 
efTay,  and  hope  it  may  be  more  worthy  the  perufal  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  whom  the  prefentis  dedicated. 

"h; ou  have  attempted  in  this  little  performance  two  of 
the  moft  difficult  things  in  poetry,  panegyric  and  fatyr. 
They  both  require  the  nicefi  touches  of  the  pen,  and  the 
leaf!:  want  of  delicacy  makes  the  one  fulfome,  the  other 
low.  When  I  fee  a  cringing  fop  befpattering  a  man  of 
fenfe  with  his  naufeous  flattery,  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
fable  of  the  afs  and  the  lap-dog;,  and  I  really  think  his 
punifhment  fhould  be  the  fame,  that  the  aukward  creature 
may  know  how  to  keep  his  diftaiice,  and  learn  the  proper 
fphere  he  was  born  to  add  in.  You  really  make  fuch  a 
droll  figure  in  both  thefe  capacities,  that  I  am  convinced 
moll  people  will  conflrue  your  panegyric  into  a  libel,  and 
your  fatyr  into  flattery ;  and  to  Blew  you  that  I  won’t  ad¬ 
vance  any  thing  without  reafon,  I  will  difledt  you,  line  by 
line,  and  fhew  you  many  faults  in  the  few  you  have 
written  ;  bad  poetry,  falfe  meafure,  and  vile  logic,  not  to 
fay  any  thing  of  the  moral  part. 

Line  I.  It  is  a  very  trite  compliment  of  mofl:  panegyi  ills 
to  tell  their  patron,  that  all  unprejudiced  people  unani- 
moufly  join  in  their  praifes,  and  that  they  themfelyes  are 

fenfiblg 
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fenfible  of  it.  Now,  if  this  be  the  cafe,  where  can  be  the 
merit  of  verifying  a  thing  which  every  one  knows,  and  put¬ 
ting  a  deferving  gentleman  to  the  blufh  by  the  naufeous  re¬ 
petition  of  virtues,  which  none  can  deny  him  to  be  pofTefled 
of?  Had  you  even  gone  on  in  the  fame  ftrain  you  began 

with,  a  man  of  Mr.  — - ’s  good  fenfe  muff  be  furfeited 

with  the  flattery  ;  but  what  will  he  fay  when  he  proceeds 
in  your  defcription  ?  In  the  fourth  line  you  make  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  him  ,  in  the  fixth,  a  drainer  of  flasks  (which,  by 
the  by,  is  not  very  compatible  with  the  augufl  chara&ers  of 
fenator,  lawmaker,  and  patriot)  and,  in^the  ninth  Jine, 
you  deftroy  the  chara&er  of  a  generous  friend.  If  my 
friend  is  miftaken  in  his  judgment,  it  is  not  very  generous 
to  laugh  at  his  expence  ;  the  ties  of  friendfhip  afe  of  too 
tender  a  nature  to  admit  of  the  leaft  ridicule:  the  wound 
muff  be  probed  with  a  gentle  hand,  not  dilated  with  an  oyffer 
knne  3  and  I  am  luie  it  is  no  great  compliment  to  fay  that 
a  man  would  facrifice  his  friend  tohisjefl.  Laftly,  you 
pofitively  declare,  that  whofoever  has  been  guilty  of  read¬ 
ing  my  lying,  quibbling  enquiry,  received  pleafure  from  en¬ 
vious  calumnies ,  bafe  detraction,  and  fcurril  wit  hit  their 
humour  ;  and,  inflead  of  reading  what  is  good  and  ufeful, 
they  prefer  thefe  fame  lyings  quibbling  enquiries ,  and  at  lafl, 
they  are  proud,  felf- conceited,  and  rather  chufe  to  blame ,  than 
give  th zjujl  applaufe  to  thofe  that  deferve  it.  This  is  really 
giving  a  man  toaft  meat  and  beating  him  with  the  fpit ' ; 
certainly  there  is  no  gentleman  that  would  not  forego^  the 
one  to  avoid  the  other. 

Line  13.  This  is  abufwe  to  the  laft  degree,  and  of  all 
the  odious  comparifons  I  ever  met  with,  this  is  the  moil 
fhocking. 

You  dedicate  in  high  heroic  prof e. 

And  ridicule  beyond  a  hundred  foes  t 

From  #// Grubftreet  do  P - ’s  fame  defend, , 

And  mor  e  abufive  call  your  felf  his  friend. 

Line  14.  I  wifh,  Sir,  you  had  fcanned  your  verfes  before 
you  printed  them,  or  given  them  to  fome  one  elfe  to  fcan 
that  underflood  it  5  for  the  Mufe  feems  to  be  very  lame” 
Perhaps,  the  thorn  you  intended  for  my  fide  has  gone  into 
her.  foot.  I  am  fure,  no  one  that  reads  the  2 d,  1  7th,  21//, 
$Qth,  39 tb  41,/?  lines,  but  will  conclude,  that  £he  was 
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either  pricked,  or  had  got  the  gout ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
ihe  mull  be  out  of  her  fenfes  if  ihe  applied  to  your  gentle, 
medic,  affwaging  arts,  for  relief  in  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  unlefs  fhe  v/anted  an  eternal  quietus  ;  and  then  in¬ 
deed  two  drachms  of  opium  would  do  the  job  for  her,  as  it 
has  done  for  more  people,  than  you  fufpedl,  ever  came  to  my 
knowledge.  But  thefe  are  dangerous  fecrets,  and  none  but 
a  great  fool  would  tempt  me  in  the  manner  you  have 
done  to  make  them  public. 

From  the  iph  to  the  19 th  verfe,  it  is  plain  you  defcribe 
the  Enquiry  into  the  late  ejj'ay  on  the  bilious  fever.  I  v/as  the 
author  of  it,  and  defy  you  to  {hew  the  leaf):  traces  of  envy, 
calumny,  detraction,  fcurrility,  lies,  or  quibbling,  no  more 
than  you  can  produce  one  good  or  ufeful  pafTage  in  John 
Williams's  eflay,  which  you  feem  to  point  at  in  the  iSth 
line.  Before  the  enquiry  was  publifhed,  you  were  pleafed 
to  fay  that  you  read  it,  and  it  was  full  of  lies.  Now  for 

convicting  you  ! - -Whilft  the  enquiry  was  in  my  hands, 

I  am  fure  I  let  no  poets  perufe  it ;  and  it  is  not  probable  the 
printer  would  fhew  it  you  whilft  in  his  cuftody.  As  to  its 
being  full  of  lies,  every  one  knows  that  I  aftert  only  two 
things  in  the  whole  ;  the  firft  is,  that  it  was  probable  that 
fohn  Williams  had  read  doctor  Warrens  treatife  on  the 
yellow  fever  of  Barbadoes ,  (tho’  he  denies  it)  becaufe  he 
had  the  book,  and  lent  it  to  a  gentleman  that  lent  it  to 
me.  If  you  fay  that’s  falfe,  I  am  ready  to  produce  it  with 
his  own  name  figned  on  the  back  3  and  can  the  moft  pre¬ 
judiced  perfon  in  the  world  fee  any  improbability  in  that  ? 
The  other  aflertion  was,  that  I  heard  captain  Shirley' s  cafe, 
and  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  not  faithfully  recorded. 
The  thing  was  mentioned  to  me  before  feveral  gentlemen 
that  are  not  guilty  of  falfifying ,  who  are  all  ready  to  atteft 
the  truth  of  what  I  fay.  Nowt,  pray.  Sir,  at  whofe  door 
does  the  falfity  lie  ?  If  a  man  fays  that  I  lie,  and  I  prove 
the  contrary,  his  cenfure  does  not  afFecSt  me,  and  all  the 
fcurrility  recoils  back  upon  himfelf.  I  don’t  think  it  a 
point  of  good  manners  to  give  any  one  the  lie,  but  if  it  is  fo 
with  fome  people,  I  am  fure  they  muft  have  imported  the 
fafhion  from  Guinea ,  where,  I  am  told,  it  is  a  current  com¬ 
pliment — what  pity  it  is  that  your  pretty  gsniufes  ihould  be 
contaminated  with  fuch  low  conversation  ! 

Lint 
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Line  19.  Here,  Sir,  you  ask  Mr.  P - e  a  queilion, 

that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  it,  and 
fixing  the  cenliire  of  pride  and  mean  felf-love  upon  him  it 
ever  he  read  my  enquiry.  For  my  part,  if  it  favours  the 
leaft  of  pride  and  mean  lelf-love  to  find  fault  with  the. idle 
nonfenfe  of  a  conceited  dunce,  I  own  the  charge,  and  am 
happy  enough  to  have  the  majority  of  mankind  on  my 
fide.  Indeed  I  don’t  doubt  but  you  have  the  fame  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  your  own  judgment  (in  oppofition  to  the 
majority)  that  a  certain  gentleman  once  had  upon  a  jury. 
It  feems  eleven  of  them  were  clear  in  their  opinions  to 
bring  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff ;  he  would  not  come  into 
it,  and  at  laft  finding  that  he  could  do  nothing,  he  grew  very 
angry,  and  fwore  he  never  faw  eleven  fuch  pofitive  fellows 
in  his  life. 

The  20th  line  favours  a  little  of  paternal  fondnefs,  and 
is  one  of  the  fymptoms  that  leads  me  to  the  difcovery  of 
the  author. 

Linen.  Lo  envious  Bennett  kc.  It  is  very  poffible  I 
may  be  envious,  and  deferve  all  the  hard  names  you  are 
pleafed  to  give  me  ;  but  I  can’t  fay  that  you  have  advanced 
any  thing  that  carries  the  leaf!:  colour  of  a  proof.  For  my 
part,  I  can  fee  nothing  about  you  that  I  can  envy,  except 
you  fancy  that  it  is  that  affected  foppifh  outfide  of  yours  ; 
I  am  fure,  a  man  of  much  meaner  diftindlion  than  I  am 
need  not  envy  the  contents  of  it.  Had  you  charged  me 

with  envying  Mr. - the  opportunities  his  power  throws 

in  his  way,  of  doing  fervice  to  this  ifland,  of  countenancing 

virtue  and  difcouraging  vice :  with  envying  Mr.  - - - 

the  good  opinion  of  his  country,  which  he  has  juftly  me¬ 
rited  by  public  fervices  and  private  benefactions  :  with 

envying  Mr. - —  the  benevolent  temper  that  induces  him 

to  fupport  and  patronife  merit,  you  might  have  gained  fome 
little  belief ;  and  indeed  I  fo  far  envy  them,  that  if  I  were 
in  the  fame  ffation  of  life,  I  fhould  with  for  the  fame  dif- 
pofitions  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  power  or  wealth  :  but  to 
fay  that  I  envy  you,  is  degrading  me  beyond  any  thing  I 
ever  expedted. 

Now  let  us  examine  your  logic  a  little.  The  firft  fyllo- 
gifm  is  in  the  23 d  line.  Bennet  wrote  againfl  John 
Williams's  yellow  fever,  John  had  fo  much  of  that  fame, 
that  he  was  not  put  out  of  countenance  in  the  leaf!,  but 

G  2  con- 
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continues  as  forward  as  ever  ;  ergo,  his  writings  are  trlfiinp'1 
and  hit  no  point.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  my  opinion 
whether  they  were  trifling  or  not,  but  your  logic  does  not 
prove  them  to  be  fo  :  however  they  certainly  did  hit  fom« 
points.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  they  hit  the  printer’s  point  ; 
for  they  put  money  into  his  pocket  :  fecondly,  they  hit 
John  William s’s  point,  they  put  money  into 'his  pocket 
too  ;  for  three  or  four  of  his  e flays  fold  on  my  account, 
which  would  ofherwife  have  rotted  in  his  defk :  and  laftly, 
they  have  hit  my  own  point,  by  making  him  pointed  at. 

A  fop  in  learning  is  an  affected  coxcomb,  that  is  always 
rapping  out  quotations  from  the  poets  upon  every  occafion 
before  the  ladies,  to  give  them  an  opinion  of  his  learning, 
A  fool  in  wit  is  he  that  aukwardly  attempts  to  be  witty  in 
either  fatyr  or  panegyric ;  now  let  the  world  judge  be» 
tween  us,  who  is  the  fop  in  learning  and  the  fool  in  wit, 
Oh,  John  !  John  !  every  body  does  not  fay  that  I  am. 
guilty  of  thefe  things  J 

The  fecond  fyllogifm  carries  great  convi&ion  along  wi  th 
it,  and  runs  thus.  Bennet  with  an  envious  finding  fneer 
ridiculed  John  Williams ,  he  that  ridicules  John  is  a  knave 

and  fool  combined,  ergo - -I  have  juft  now  thrown  the 

fool’s  cap  off  my  own  head,  and  put  it  on  a  more  deferving 
one,  fo  that  I  am  clear  of  that  part  of  the  charge,  As  to 
my  being  a  knave,  I  have  not  been  long  enough  in  the 
country  for  you  to  be  a  judge  of  that.  However,  I  dare 
venture  to  anfwer  fo  far  for  my  honefty,  that  if  a  poor 
failor  had  a  few  piftoles  to  leave  at  his  death,  and  deviled 
them  to  myfelf  and  another  gentleman  jointly,  I  really  be^ 
lieve  I  fhould  be  honeft  enough  after  the  wliole  came  into 
my  hands,  not  to  keep  it  to  myfelf  and  leave  my  co-legatee 
the  whole  expence  of  the  funeral,  but  fhould  be  juft  at 
leaft  in  trifles  ;  becaufe  he  that  will  not  be  honeft  in  trifling 
matters  can’t  expedt  to  be  trufted  in  greater  concerns. 

Unhappy  Norton  fell  beneath  his  Jk ill. 

The  firjl  ejjay  he  made  alas  to  kill !  ■ 

Here,  Sir,  you  {hew  a  great  deal  of  humanity ;  after 
breaking  my  head  you  apply  a  plaifter  to  it.  I  don’t  know 
which  is  greateft,  the  rcfteddion  in  the  firft  line  or  the  com*- 
jpliment  in  the  fecond.  As  to  the  firft,  the  only  defence 

that 
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that  I  can  make  is  this,  that  the  power  of  life  and  death  is 
not  in  my  hands,  and  that  if  any  of  my  patients  die,  I  at 
leaff  give  them  a  fair  chance  ;  but  I  know  fome  people 
that  won’t  even  do  that.  Narcotic  clyfters  have  killed 
more  men  than  one,  and  tho’  people  always  talk  very 
largely  of  thefe  things,  it  feldom  comes  to  the  dodlors 
ears,  by  which  means  he  often  concludes  that  the  whole  is 
a  fecret,  and  that  every  one  he  begged  that  favour  of,  will 
be  filent,  when,  at  the  fame  time,  fcarcely  any  one  but 
himfelf  is  ignorant  of  the  judgment  of  the  world  upon  the 
whole  affair.  Had  I  done  what  a  certain  man  did,  whofe 
chriftian  name  is  John*  (I  who  am  a  phyfician,  and  had 
regular  education)  I  fhould  have  expedted  to  hold  up  my 
hand  at  the  bar  5  nor  would  it  be  any  excufe  to  me,  if  I 
declared  that  I  had  frequently  given  twice  as  much  to 
negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea ,  as  to  the  patient  who  died 
an  hour  or  two  after  the  application  of  a  narcotic  clyfter. 
But  it  is  needlefs  to  multiply  examples,  when  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  country,  who  are  the  only  people  that  are  to 
be  the  fufferers,  won’t  fall  upon  fome  way  to  prevent  abufes 
of  this  fort,  and  encourage  a  fcience,  noble  in  itfelf  and 
ufeful  to  mankind.  I  have  now  pradtifed  phyffc  upwards 
of  four  years  in  the  JVeJi- Indies^  and  it  feems  Mr.  Norton 
was  the  firft  eflay  I  made  alas  to  kill.  I  am  forry,  friend 
John^  that  I  cannot  return  the  compliment. 

What  if  he  fell  beneath  my  skill  ? 

He  is  but  one,  you  many  kill. 

The  29 th  and  30 th  verfes  are  the  fecond  edition  of,  O 
ye  men  of  Jamaica  f  formerly  ye  were  only  blockheads, 
now  ye  are  blinkers,  blockheads,  liars  and  ideots! 
Ye  can’t  diftinguifh  my  qualifications  or  my  antao-onift’s 
demerit.  You  muff  all  own  that  my  knowledge  muff  be 
fuperior  to  his,  I  have  pradtifed  upon  thoufands,  he  has 
not  had  hall  the  opportunities  I  have  of  trying  experi¬ 
ments  upon  living  men ,  and  reforming  the  pradtice  of 
phyffc,  by  introducing  curious  unheard-of  applications. 

.  Line  31.  Who  vilely ,  &c.  Indeed  I  muff  own,  that 
his  fame  muff  be  very  obfcure  indeed,  that  ftands  only 
upon  your  fhoulders  ;  and  his  ambition  muff  be  at  a  very 
low  ebb,  who  can  propofe  no  other  way  of  railing  him- 

fel'f 
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felf  than  by  treading  upon  you.  Surely  a  man  would 
not  ride  upon  a  monkey,  for  the  benefit  of  overlooking 
a  crowd  ;  nor  endeavour  to  ape  a  colofifus  by  treading 
on  a  mole-hill. 

Several  of  your  lines  fmell  very  rank  of  plagiary ; 
the  whole  looks  fo  much  like  patch -work,  that  I  can't 
Iielp  indulging  the  fufpicion.  I  am  told  Mr.  Pope  is 
a  favourite  author  of  yours,  and  by  repeating  now  and 
then  a  few  lines  of  his,  you  want  to  get  the  reputation 
of  a  man  of  tafte.  1  dare  fay,  a  parrot,  with  proper 
pains,  may  do  the  fame  ;  and  I  think  he  would  be  the 
wittieft  fool  of  the  two.  But,  obferve  that  I  don't  pof~ 
fitively  aflert  all  this  ;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place,  I  don't 
recoiled*  the  particular  volume  and  page  from  which  you 
Hole  fome  of  your  verfes,  nor  have  I  a  parrot  to  try  the 
experiment  upon.  But  I  expedt  to  meet  with  one  very 
foon,  and  when  I  have  attentively  conlidered  the  quali¬ 
fications  of  each  mimic,  and  run  the  parallel  as  far  as 
it  will  go,  perhaps  I  may  venture  my  lucubrations  a  third 
time  into  the  world.  I  wifh  you  would  take  example  by  me, 
to  be  cautious  of  what  you  afiert  ;  if  you  did,  you  would 
never  have  given  me  io  many  opportunities  of  difproving 
you.  But  it  appears  very  f  (range,  that  a  man  who  has 
io  often  been  caught,  can’t  have  ieufe  enough  to  hold  his 
tongue.  You  are  like  the  jack-daw  drefied  up.  in  peacock’s 
feathers;  had  you  been  filcnt,  you  might  have  palled  for 
what  you  really  were  not  ;  but  the  fame  folly  has  expofed 
the  ignorance  of  both,  and  difcovered  the  impoflure. 

Line  44.  Approved  by  B - ckf - d.  I  never  knew 

a  forward  cringing  fop  in  my  life,  that  did  not  value  him- 
felf  upon  a  particular  acquaintance  with  fuch  and  fuch 
gentlemen  of  difkndfion.  Whenever  he  fees  any  of  them 
in  public,  the  bufy  creature  makes  the  greateft  buftle  that 
can  be  to  come  at  them  ;  there  he  belches  out  fome  ful- 
fome  nonfen  fe  or  other,  and  becaufe  they  are  good- 
natured  enough  not  to  ufe  him  as  he  delerves,  he  im¬ 
mediately  gives  out  that  they  approve  of  him ,  and,  if  you 
believe  his  ftory,  they  are  never  happy  but  in  his  com¬ 
pany  ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  moil  people  know  that 
thefe  very  gentlemen  defpife  him,  and  nothing  but  good 
manners  prevents  their  (hutting  their  doors  againft  him. 
Now  1  will  tell  the  world  the  occafion  of  your  afperfing 
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Mr.  B - kf - -cl  with  the  fcurrilous  imputation  of 

your  being  approved  by  him.  When  you  intended  to  pub- 
iifli  a  certain  learned  pamphlet  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 

you  fent  Mr.  B - kf - d  a  copy  of  the  manufcript, 

and  defired  his  opinion  of  it.  He,  in  return,  wrote  you  a 
letter,  which  you  were  very  fond  of  fhowing  ;  in  which 
(I  am  told )  he  fays,  that  he  had  not  time  to  perufe  it,  but 
that  he  did  not  doubt  every  thing  that  came  from  you  would 
he  of  great  fervice  to  the  world.  Now,  Sir,  was  this  a 
fm iling  fneer  or  not  ?  None  but  a  very  conceited  fool 
would  have  miftaken  it  for  a  compliment  5  and  I  dare  fay, 
had  you  underftood  his  real  meaning,  you  would  have  been 
bold  enough  to  tack  the  epithet  of  envious  to  his  fneer  as 
well  as  to  mine. 

Now,  friend  John ,  I  have  given  thee  a  little  fpecimen 
of  what  I  have  to  fay  againft  thee.  A  word  you  know  to 
the  wife.  I  hope  this  anfwer  of  mine  will  be  a  means  of 
laving  many  a  poor  goofe-quil,  many  an  unfortunate  Iheet 
of  paper,  and  many  a  bottle  of  ink  :  if  it  does  not,  de¬ 
pend  upon  this,  that  if  ever  I  catch  you  libelling  again,  I 
am  determined  not  to  fpare  you  ;  the  whole  ftory  of  the 
n — c — k  c — rs ;  the  ftory  of  the  gentleman  who  called  for 
his  piftols  juft  after  the  n — c — k  c — r,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  hours,  after  his  belly  had  fwelled  up  as  big  as  a 
barrel  ;  the  ftory  of  the  lady  that  died  of  c — rs  after  a  dif¬ 
ficult  labour  ;  the  ftory  of  the  gentleman  that  was  eafed  of 
his  good  ftomach,  his  fleep,  and  his  good  health,  with 
many  others  of  the  fame  fort,  fhall  all  out,  I  won’t  conceal 
a  tittle :  and  if  ever  you  are  brought  to  anfwer  for  thefe 
things,  the  world  cannot  blame  me  for  bringing  them  to 
light,  as  they  muft  know  you  have  brought  its  upon  your- 
felf.  The  flagrant  abufes  you,  in  particular,  have  been  guilty 
of  deferve  the  attention  of  the  legiflature,  nor  (hall  we 
ever  fee  a  reformation  in  the  pradfice  of  phvfic,  till  the 
gentlemen  who  have  it  in  their  power  think  proper  to  fup- 
port  the  phyftcians  in  their  juft  rights  and  privileges. 

I  thought  to  have  been  a  little  more  full  upon  your  poe¬ 
try,  but  the  faults  arc  fo  flagrant,  that  I  dare  fay  every  on& 
will  readily  join  with  me,  that  it  is  not  poetry.,  but  proferun 
mad. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R 

TO 

Doctor  B  E  N  N  E  T. 

The  Mouth  of  them  that  fpedk  Lies  flail  he  flopped. 

Pfalm.  lxiii.  rer.  12.' 


H 


Advertifement. 


HIS  letter  was  wrote  the  morning  after 


£  doStor  Bennet’s  extraordinary  epijlle  came 
cut , .  but  fame  judicious  gentlemen  who  honour  me 
with  their  friendjhip,  being  of  opinion  I  ought 
by  no  means  to  take  notice  of  the  fpistle  on 
account  of  the  lownefs  and  JcurriJity  of  it ,  as 
well  as  the  inconjiderablenefs  of  the  author ,  I 
deferred  the  publication  of  it .  Another  rea- 
fon  l  alfo  load,  1  waited  for  an  anfwer  from  a 
\ gentleman  who  was  then  in  the  country  whofe 
teflimony  J  thought  ■necefiry  towards  overthrow¬ 
ing  a  bold  aflei'tion  oj  dodlor  Bennet’s. 
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LETTER,  &c. 

TO  enter  into  a  controverfy  with  you  who  are  fo 
much  beneath  my  notice,  and  who  have  fo  fmall  a 
a  fhare  of  reputation  to  lofe,  is  what  I  never  in¬ 
tended.  For  I  could  not  imagine  any  man  could  poftibly 
be  fo  wicked  as  to  invent  falfhoods  and  forge  calumnies  to 
the  prejudice  of  another’s  reputation  and  publifh  them  in  all' 
companies  as  well  as  in  print.  But,  Sir,  when  I  prove 
that  all  your  bold  ajjertions  are  falfe  and  without  the  leaft: 
foundation,  how  mull  you  appear  to  every  juft  and  good 
man  ?  What  will  you  have  then  to  fupport  you  but  your 
native  effrontery  ? 

To  place  you  and  your  writings  in  a  fair  and  proper 
light  I  muft  begin  with  your  Enquiry  ;  A  performance  fa 
mean,  I  fhould  not  have  mentioned  it  again,  had  you  not  ob¬ 
liged  me  to  enter  into  my  defence  by  your  late  modeft  and 
extraordinary  epiftle:  Which,  I  affureyou,  I  alfo  defpife  and 
am  unmoved  at,  becaufe  I  am  not  confcious  of  any  bad  adtion 
or  miftake.  But  left  fome  perfons  who  are  ftrangers  to  me, 
fhould  be  weak  enough  to  imagine  my  filent  contempt  might 
proceed  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  truth  of  your  affertions 
I  am  obliged  to  reply. 

Then  Sir,  we  begin  with  what  you  call  your  enquiry  into 
the  effay  on  the  bilious  fever  j  tho’  in  fad!  it  is  no  enquiry 
at  all,  but  a  malicious  attempt  to  cenfure  and  condemn  what 
you  are  not  at  all  acquainted  with.  And  here  let  me  alk 
you,  Sir,  what  could  induce  you,  uninjured,  unprovoked,  to 
treat  me  in  fuch  a  fcurril  manner  ?  Is  it  behaving  like  a 
gentleman  to  call  a  man  knave,  fool,  impoftor,  &c.  (or 
to  inftnuate  that  he  is  fo,  which  is  the  fame  thing)  whom 

H  Z  you 
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you  are  not  acquainted  with  ;  and  whofe  manners  and  cha*» 
rafter  you  are  an  utter  Granger  to?  Sure  all  honeft  and  im¬ 
partial  men  rauft  condemn  you,  and  plainly  fee  this  beha¬ 
viour  proceeds  from  a  wicked  heart  and  moil  malevolent 
turn  of  mind. 

But  you  were  pleafed  to  take  offence  at  the  Preface,  I 
hear;  where  I  fay,  ££  A  new  comer  muft  be  liable  to  more 
cc  errors  in  his  practice,  than  a  perfon  who  hath  had  a  great 
fiC  fliare  of  obfervation  and  experience  or  words  to  that 
piirpofe.  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  this  Truth  ?  Would  doftor 
Mead  deny  this  ?  And  would  not  that  great  man  be  at  a 
Ms  himfelf  on  his  firft  arrival  in  a  fouthern  climate  ?  I  fee 
no  reafon  you  fliould  be  offended  at  this,  except  that  of  its 
being  truths  to  which  you  appear  an  enemy  in  all  your 
fcribbling  ;  for  the  Preface  was  wrote  before  you  came  to 
the  country  ;  confequently  could  not  be  particularly  applied 
to  you  :  But  if  you,  confcious  of  your  ignorance  and  inex¬ 
perience,  put  on  the  cap  becaufe  it  fitted  you,  I  cannot 
help  it. 

I  have  declared  my  fentiments  honeftly  and  freely  (  as  I 
generally  do)  in  the  preface  to  my  eifay,  giving  the  reafons 
why  I  wrote  it ;  which  were  a  Sincere  defire  to  ferve  man¬ 
kind  ;  and  becaufe  I  apprehended  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
all  men  to  communicate  what  they  thought  might  be  ufeful 
to  fociety.  Thefe  are  fufficient  reafons  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  honeft  mind  ;  and  I  think,  no  man  deferves  contempt 
or  ill-treatment  for  honeftly  endeavouring  to  ferve  or  in¬ 
form  the  public. 

I  kept  this  eftay  by  me  feveral  years,  that  I  might  fee  from 
further  obferyatibns  and  experience,  whether  my  account  of 
the  diforder,  and  reafonings  concerning  it  were  right :  I  found 
they  were,  and  publifhed  them.  At  the  fame  time  I  did 
not  iirspofe  them  magifterially ;  but  defired  every  gentleman 
vers’d  in  the  practice  of  medicine.,  or  acquainted  with  the 
diforder  to  judge  for  himfelf ;  and  defired  him  to  inform  the 
public  and  me,  if  he  knew  any  better  method  thanj  had  laid 
clown  ;  or  could  give  a  better  account  of  it  than  I  had  done. 
1  had  alfo  the  approbation  of  thole  gentlemen  I  efteemed 
the  beft  judges  ;  and  1  affure  you,  uncommon  fuccefs  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  ;  as  every  honeft  apothecary  who  hath 
been  concerned  with  me  will  atteft,  notwithftanding  you 
■have,  in  the  preface  to  your  enquiry  wickedly  infinuated  the 

contrary* 
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I  write  to  you,  Sir,  cool  and  difpaffionate.  I  am  not  flunc- 
to  the  quick  as  you  are.  I  am  really  forry  one  of  the  pro- 
feffion  fhould  be  fo  vile  and  a<Sf  a  part  fo  unbecoming  a  gen¬ 
tleman.  I  fhall  here  aflert  nothing  but  truth,  I  can  give 
upon  oath  ;  and  I  think  no  good  or  honefl  man  fhould  do 
otherwife,  efpecially  when  thofe  aflertions  ffrike  at  the 
moral  character  of  any  man. 

You  charge  me  in  your  enquiry  with  abufing  doctor 
Warren ,  and  fay  I  accufe  him  with  killing  fecundum  artem. 
To  anfwer  this,  I  appeal  to  the  effay  itl'elf,  which  if  any 
gentleman  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  read,  he  will 
there  find  that  on  the  contrary,  I  fpeak  genteely  of  that 
gentleman. 

In  the  next  place  you  very  genteely  and  rrtodeftly  infi- 
nuate  that  I  had  read  dodfor  Warren9 s  treatife,  but  did  not 
underftand  it  ;  and  therefore  impofed  upon  the  public  with 
a  lye,  in  faying  I  had  not  read  it.  Well  Sir,  I  will  tell 
you  how  that  matter  hands.  This  effay  was  chiefly  wrote 
in  the  year  forty-five ;  and  in  the  year  forty-eight  or  forty- 
jiine,  dodlor  Warrens  treatife  came  to  my  hand  for  the 
firft  time :  I  read,  and  thought  myfelf  in  fome  meafure  a 
judge  of  it;  becaufe  I  had  been  fome  time  i  n  Barbadoes 
but  feeing  nothing  in  it  could  induce  me  to  alter  my  effay  I 
let  it  hand  as  at  firh.  This  you  might  eafily  have  con¬ 
ceived,  had  you  not  been  inform’d  of  it,  was  not  your  head 
or  heart  very  bad.  But  it  is  the  mark  of  a  difingenuous  and 
malicious  Jpirit  to  put  a  bad  conjirndtion  upon  a  matter  that 
admits  a  favourable  one.  Then  you  affirm  on  credible  in¬ 
formation  you  fay,  that  the  cafe  of  an  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  (whofe  name  you  have  made  free  with  without  his 
leave,  or  the  refpedf  due  to  his  family  and  hation)  is  un¬ 
faithfully  reprefented  ;  that  he  had  not  the  d border  I  have 
reprefented  him  to  have  had ;  nor  was  in  any  danger  when 
I  was  call’d  to  him.  To  prove  this  falfhood,  I  ihall  only 
fay,  that  before  I  pubMhed  the  effay  I  fhew’d  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  the  cafe  of  this  worthy  gentleman  and 
afked  him  if  it  was  juffly  reprefented  ;  and  with  his  leave 
I  mentioned  his  name  :  and  this  faid  gentleman,  his  family 
and  furgeon,  &c.  are  ready  to  atteff  the  truth  of  what  j 
have  wrote  concerning  him  ;  and  he  hath  already  done  me 
the  juftice  in  ail  companies,  and  at  all  opportunities  to  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  pf  what  I  have  pubjiihed.  And  this  you  know. 

.  I  fhalj 
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I  fhall  leave  the  reft  of  your  carping  and  quibbling  en* 
quiry,  not  thinking  it  worthy  notice;  only,  I  muft  admire 
the  fpecimen  you  have  given  us  of  your  learning  in  that 
unphilofophic  and  abfurd  account  of  the  adfion  of  lime- 
juice  upon  mercury  :  (or  their  action  upon  one  another) 
where  you  are  obliged  to  make  mercury  an  alkali  right  or 
wrong  to  anfwer  your  purpofe.  Upon  my  word,  I  think  you 
Ihould  be  remitted  back  to  your  ftudies. 

Now  let  us  take  notice  of  the  Epiftle  in  verfe  which  gave 
fo  much  offence.  And  here  you  muft  obferve  this  epiftle 
was  wrote  to  divert  an  idle  hour  and  not  upon  your  ac¬ 
count  ;  you  only  came  in  en  paffiant :  it  would  have  been 
defcending  too  low  to  have  wrote  to  Parker  Bennet . 

o  4  _ 

As  to  that  part  which  is  panegyric,  1  can  affirm  the  author 
has  expreffed  the  fentiments  of  his  heart,  perhaps  in  too 
warm  and  pathetic. a  manner,  for  perfons  who  never  felt  the 
enthufiaftic  warmth  of  poetry  ;  or  conftder  the  licence  al¬ 
lowed  in  this  way  of  writing. 

We  will  now  examine  the  fatirical  part  which  hathftung 
Mr.  Bennet  lo  much.  . 

“  Why  lying ,  quibbling  enquiries  are  read. 

I  think  I  have  already  proved  that  in  your  enquiry  you 
have  aflerted  feveral  falfhoods  ;  and  to  prove  your  quibbling 
I  refer  to  the  enquiry  itfelf ;  being  confident  whoever  reads 
it,  will  at  leaft  admit  this  to  be  true. 

44  Bennett  whoje  trifling  writings  no  point  hit 
44  That  fop  in  learning  and  that  fool  in  wit  ! 

Pray  Sir,  let  me  afk  you  what  point  your  enquiry  hath 
hit,  hath  it  hit  either  the  utile  or  the  duke ;  are  we  inftruCt- 
ed  or  entertained  by  it  ? 

A  fop  in  learning  is  an  hypercritical  gentleman  who 
.catches  at  fyilables,  and  fnaps  at  literal  faults;  who  plays 
upon  words,  puns  and  quibbles.  And  a  fool  in  wit  is  him 
who  attempts  to  ridicule  what  is  not  the fubjeef  of  ridicule: 
for,  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong,  the  effav  cannot  be  the 
f abject  of  ridicule, 

4 4  In  him  the  envious  prilling  fineer  we  find 
v;  Adojt  certain  mark  of  Fool  and  Knave  combin’ d. 

For  this  Sir,  bcfides  common  obfervation  and  experience 
we  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Savage*  and  a  coniiderable 
dramatic  author  who  underlined  human  nature  very  well. 
He  fays. 

Nature 
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44  Nature  has  Jiampt  the  villain  on  his  face ; 

44  He  will  betray  thee *  mark  that  envious  fmile! 
Fielding ,  who  is  alfo  a  good  judge  of  human  nature,  fays 
in  his  Foundling .  44  The  grinning  fneer  is  a  mark  the  devil 

hath  bejlowed  upon  his  bejt  beloved This  he  exemplifies  ia 
Blifil ;  a  character  much  like  yours. 

Then 

44  Unhappy  Norton  _/>//  beneath  his /kill 

44  The  firjl  attempt  he  made  —  alas  to  kill ! 

Here,  Sir,  according  to  your  own  obfervation  a  very 
great  compliment  is  made  you  ;  for  I  muff  confefs,  feveral 
have  died  under  my  care.  But  to  be  ferious,  I  am  well  in¬ 
form’d  Mr.  Norton  died  of  an  intermitting  fever,  a  diforder 
we  always  have  at  that  feafon  of  the  year;  and  it  is  highly 
probable,  had  you  been  acquainted  with  our  fevers,  he  might 
have  recovered  as  moff  others  have  done  ;  or  as  he  himfelf 
in  his  former  fevers ;  for  it  was  a  diforder  he  laboured  under 
annually  at  the  fame  feafon  of  the  year. 

44  0  !  blind  to  merits  reajon ,  fenfe  and  truth 

44  Why  would  you  trujl  an  unexperienced  youth  ? 

Are  you  not.  Sir,  a  young  ?nany  unexperienced  in  the 
diforders  of  this  illand;  and  muff  not  thofe  perfons  be  fools, 
from  what  hath  been  laid  before,  to  truff  their  lives  to  your 
care  ? 

44  Who  vilely  Jlrives  to  raife  an  obfcure  name 

44  By  the  de/l  ruction  of  another's  fame  f 
Your  name  at  the  time  of  writing  your  enquiry,  or  libel, 
call  it  which  you  will,  was  obfcure ;  and  you  endeavoured 
to  make  yourfelf  known  by  attacking  the  reputation  of  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  this  as  was  before  ohferved  without  injury  done 
you,  or  provocation  :  actions  of  this  kind  in  all  ages  and  in 
the  opinion  of  all  men,  have  been  effeem’d  bafe  and  unjuft 
Now  Sir,  let  us  take  a  view  of  your  genteel  epiffle  in 
profe  in  anfwer  to  the  poetic  epiffle. 

In  the  beginning  you  modeffly  affirm  that  my  refentmemt 
proceeds  immediately  from  my  being  difcarded  by  your  pa¬ 
tient,  and  that  you  had  greatly  condefcended  to  confultwith 
me.  Confummate  affurance !  Pray,  Sir,  was  I  ever  employed 
by  any  patient  of  yours,  or  did  I  ever  demean  myfelf  fo  far  as 
to  agree  to  confult  with  you?  No!  If  you  can  prove  that  I 
did,  load  me  with  all  the  calumnies  your  fertile  genius  can 

•  fill 
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JHU  invent,  brand  me  with  all  the  genteel  appellations  your 
fpiteful  heart  can  think  of. 

I  fhall  be  glad  to  know  why  you  reckon  fatyr  one  of  the 
moll  difficult  things  in  poetry  5  becaufe,  here  you  feem  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  many  great  men.  Sure  your  edu¬ 
cation  mull  be  very  imperfedf,  or  the  turn  of  your  mind 
very  wrong  ;  for  you  feem  to  be  greatly  deficient  in  phyfic, 
philofophy,  criticifm  and  grammar.  Well,  Sir,  we  will 
pafs  over  your  ribaldry  and  come  to  the  next  matter  of  fa£h 
The  ftory  of  the  two  drachms  of  opium ;  which,  in  my  ab- 
fence,  you  (too  much  like  a  fold  I  muff  confefs)  proclaim’d 
at  every  corner  of  the  ftreet  and  fixed  upon  a  gentleman  for 
your  author,  who  denies  and  fcorns  to  be  the  author  of  fo 
bafe  and  injurious  a  flander ;  as  you  may  fee  in  his  letter 
annexed.  But  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  more  upon  this  flory  be¬ 
caufe  you  yourfelf  declared  to  dodior  Brown  and  others,  that 
inftead  of  two  drachms  of  opium  it  was  two  drachms  of  li¬ 
quid  laudanum  clyfter-wife.  This,  indeed,  may  be  true,  for 
it  could  do  no  hurt ;  but  pray  Sir,  what  proof  or  authority 
have  you  for  even  this  ?  I  cannot  leave  this  fubject  without 
congratulating  you  upon  the  happinefs  of  your  complexion, 
who  (after  you  have  proclaim’d  in  all  companies  and  pub- 
lifh’d  in  print  a  flander)  can  without  a  blufh,  own  the 
quantity  of  opium,  or  ftrength  of  the  medicine  was  repre- 
fented,  ten  times  as  much  as  itfhould  have  been. 

Next  in  order.  Sir,  we  come  to  the  poor  failor  and  his 
piftoles.  A  man  who  had  been  in  the  fame  fhip  with  me, 
fent  for  me  in  the  year  forty-four  ;  when  I  came,  I  found 
him  dying  in  a  negro-houfe :  the  poor  man  told  me,  he  ap¬ 
prehended  he  fhould  die  loon,  therefore  he  was  defirous  to 
make  a  will  5  for  he  had  fent  home  goods  to  a  confiderable 
value  by  the  furgeon  of  the  fhip  he  belonged  to,  which  he 
was  to  bring  back  returns  for  to  this  illand.  He  begged 
that  I  would  be  his  executor,  I  anfwered  him,  that  being  an 
executor  was  what  I  had  always  declined  and  defiled  him 
to  think  of  fome  other  perfon.  He  replied  he  knew  no  per- 
fon  but  me ;  and  that  he  fhould  be  extremely  well  fatisfied 
if  I  would  be  fo  good  as  to  undertake  the  matter.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  not  comply  with  his  requeft  j  but  as  he 
knew  no  perfon  he  could  confide  in,  there  was  a  gentleman 
lived  very  near  him,  one  Mr.  Peter  French ,  who,  by  what 
I  had  heard  of  him,  would  very  readily  undertake  the  affair  j 
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and  upon  his  further  intreaty  I  confented  to  be  named  in  his 
will  with  Mr.  Peter  French  as  an  executor.  Some  time 
after  this,  he  begged  the  favour  of  me,  to  take  charge  of  a 
few  pifloles  he  had  by  him ;  urging  to  me  as  a  reafon, 
that  when  he  died,  the  negroes  would  plunder  him.  I  call’d 
in  a  white  perfon  or  two  to  fee  what  fum  there  was,  and 
made  a  memorandum  of  it  which  I  left  behind.  Out  of 
this  money  I  paid  fomc  fmall  debts  and  funeral  charges 
which  I  can  prove  by  receipts,  making  a  fair  account  of  the 
whole  in  my.  books,  and  gave  his  eftate  credit  for  the  bal- 
lance ;  that  in  cale  of  my  death  (being  then  fick)  my 
executors  might  pay  the  fmall  ballance  due  to  his  relations. 
As  the  money  was  given  me  in  truft,  before  the  poor  man’s 
death,  I  cannot  fee  why  I  fhould  have  divided  it  with  your 
friend  Mr.  Peter  French ;  for  I  did  not  confider  myfelf  what 
you  are  pieafed  to  call  me,  his  co-legatee  ;  though  perhaps 
executor  and  legatee  may  be  fynonimous  with  Mr.  French . 

Here  too,  Sir,  you  have  moft  unjuftly  flandered  me, 
and  obliged  me  to  enter  into  a  tedious  detail  of  trifling  cir- 
cumftances.  But  you  feem  to  think  you  have  a  right  to 
afperfe  me  without  controuh 

We  are  now  come  to  the  43d  page,  where  you  pay  the 
author  of  the  epiftle  in  verfe  (unwittingly  I  believe)  a  very 
great  compliment;  for  you  obferve  his  lines  fmell  very 
flrong  of  plagiary ;  and  you  apprehend  they  are  ffole  from 
Mr.  Pope.  Search  for  them  through  Mr.  Pope7 s  works  ; 
and  if  you  cannot  find  whence  they  are  ffole,  you  muff  at 
leaft  allow  them  to  be  good  becaufe  they  are  fo  much  like 
Mr.  Pope's. 

To  fave  yourfelf  from  the  falfhood  which  would  be  fix’d 
upon  you  in  regard  to  that  worthy  and  learned  gentleman 

Mr.  B - d  and  his  letter,  you  lay,  cc  I  am  told.77  But 

I  believe  it  is  falfe,  or  whoever  told  it  fpoke  falfe  ;  as  it  is 
jn  my  power  to  prove  at  any  time. 

The  ftory  of  the  gentleman  whofe  belly  fwell’d  up  as  big 
as  a  barrel ;  who  calPd  for  his  piffols,  and  in  fhort  who 
died  by  a  narcotic  clyfter,  I  could  never  have  guefs’d  at,  had 
I  not  been  inform’d  by  feveral  perfons  (who  were  in  the 
different  companies  you  told  it  to)  that  the  perfon  you 
meant  was  Mr.  Thomas  Hayes.  To  prove  the  bafenefs, 
villainy,  injuftice  and  inhumanity  of  this  report,  I  need 
only  refer  to  the  letters  annexed. 

I  The 
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The  ftory  of  the  lady  who  died  of  clyfters  after  a  difficult 
labour,  I  am  intirely  ignorant  of,  for  I  never  in  my  life, 
that  I  remember,  attended  any  woman  in  thofe  circum- 
ftances,  who  died.  The  ftory  of  the  gentleman  who  was 
caled  of  his  good  ftomach,  his  fleep  and  his  good  health, 
is  an  old  ftory,  perhaps  of  thefe  hundred  years  Handing  ;  a 
trite  joke,  modeftly  applied  by  Mr.  Parker  Bennet  to  me. 

I  cannot  help  making  fome  few  remarks  on  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  thefe  ftories.  Had  I,  or  any  other  perfon,  by 
ignorance  or  miftake,  ordered  dofes  of  poifon,  would  the 
apothecary  be  villain  enough  to  make  them  up  ?  or  if  fuch 
accidents  had  happened,  as  the  confequence  of  fuch  appli¬ 
cations,  would  not  the  .town  have  rung  of  them  ?  would 
thefe  things  be  fecret  to  their  neareft  relations  ?  would 
they fill  employ  me  as  they  do?  and  have  I  fo  much  of 
the  good  nature  and  fubmiffive  temper  as  to  induce  the 
apothecaries  to  keep  thefe  errors  fecret.  If  I  ever  ordered 
any  of  thefe  narcotic  clyfters,  there  are,  without  doubt, 
prefcriptions  for  them.  And  now  I  do  in  this  public  man¬ 
ner  challenge,  nay  more  I  intreat  all  the  gentlemen  whq 
pradfife  as  apothecaries  in  this  town  to  give  thofe  prefcrip¬ 
tions  of  mine  to  Parker  Bennet,  and  let  him  publifh  them. 
But  if  they  have  none  fuch,  it  is  plain  thefe  tales  fo  boldly 
and  roundly  afterted  by  you  at  every  corner,  and  at  every 
tavern  and  punch-houfe  are  falfe ;  and  how  wicked  the 
publifher,  I  leave  the  world  to  judge. 

letters. 

T o  Doftor  Wl LLI AM  s. 

Sir, 

PL  an  fiver  to  your  letter ,  1  have  told  you  before ,  what  I  noyj 
repeat  to  you ,  7 hat  1  never  knew  you  to  prefer  the  two 
,  drachms  of  opium  In  a  clyfter ,  and  that  a  report  of  that  kind 
is  falfe,  as  to  any  thing  I  know,  of  the  matter.  The  prefeription 
you  enquired  after  has  been  fought  after,  but  cannot  be  found , 

1  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant. 


J.  Bonnet. 
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Kingfton,  20th  Nov.  1750. 

SIR, 

TN  anfwer  to  your  letter  to  me  of  a  report  being  fpread  that 
^  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Hayes,  whom  you  attended  in  his 
lajl  f  chief sy  had  fome  narcotic  clyfers  adminifred  to  him  by 
your  order ;  and  to  which  clyfiers  nothing  elf  but  his  death  is 
attributed  by  the  author  of  the  faid  report  in  a  writing  lately 
publifned.  As  I  was  not  only  his  apothecary ,  but  alfo  one  of 
his  mof  intimate  acquaintance ,  you  muf  imagine ,  I  was  very 
ftiuch  furprijed  at  fuch  a  falfe  rumour ,  which  is  fo  remote  from 
the  leaf  appearance  of  truths  that  upon  looking  over  my  fie  I 
found  the  clyfers  to  be  extraordinary  gentle  ones  ;  I  think  my - 
felf  obliged  therefore ,  to  make  this  matter  fo  clear ,  that  every 
body  may  be  competent  judges  of  its  truths  by  infer  ting  the 
prefcriptions  themf elves  in  Englilh,  and  by  c firming  that  he 
had  no  narcotic  nor  even  opiate  medicines  of  any  kind  whatever 
given  him  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  fcknefs . 

You  prefcribed  him  only  two  forms  of  clyfers ,  the  frf  was 
on  the  2$th  of  April  1749,  which  was  this:  Take  of  the 
/Common  dec  oft  ion  for  clyfers  ( which  is  a  dec  odlion  of  mallow 
leaves  y  chamomile  fGWers  and  fennel  feeds )  twelve  ounceSy  of 
the  fyrup  of  buckthorny  and  oil  of  olives  each  an  ouncey  fal. 
gem.  (rock  fait)  one  drachm  ,  mix  and  make  a  clyfer.  The 
other  y  which  is  the  fatal  narcotic  clyfer ,  you  ordered  on  the 
22^  May  following  y  andy  if  pojfble,  is  milder  than  the  pre- 
cedingy  and  runs  thus  :  Take  of  the  abovementioned  clyfer  de- 
co dli on  twelve  ounceSy  of  fimple  oxirnel  two  ounces.  ( Oximel  is 
a  mixture  of  two  parts  of  honey  with  one  of  vinegar.)  Salt 
polychref  forty  grains ,  ( the  Jalt  jo  called  is  only  jalt  petre  de- 
fa  grated  zviih  brimfone)  oil  of  olives  one  ounce y  mix  and 
make  a  clyfer. 

If  any  one  has  the  curiofiy  to  fee  the  original  prefcriptionSy 
they  may  be  favoured  jo  far  by  applying  to  Mejf.  Carruthers 
and  Penny,  in  whofe  J. hop  the  fie  now  hangs. 

Thisy  Sir,  I  prefume  is  fujfcient  to  fatisfy  rea finable  men^ 
andy  as  to  its  truthy  1  am  wilting  to  make  affidavit  thereof  on 
caff  and  am  your  mo  ft  obedient  humble  ferv  ant , 

Matt.  Turner. 


I  2  SIR, 


To  Dr.  Williams. 
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/ 

SIR, 

yfS  I  think  myfelf  Jlriftly  obliged  to  do  jujlice  to  all  mem + 
jj*  kind)  I  hereby  declare  that  Mr,  Thomas  Hayes,  during 
his  illnefs ,  which  was  in  April  1749,  never  had  (during  the 
whole  time  you  attended  him)  one  grain  of  any  medicine  of  a 
narcotic  or  opiate  quality  given  to  him ,  either  by  clyfler ,  draught * 
bole,  or  any  other  form  whatfoever ,  as  may  appear  by  your  pre¬ 
fer  ipt  ions  which  are  all  now  upon  the  file ,  and  were  all ,  or  mofl 
of  them ,  made  up  by  my  oivn  hands  j  and  this  I  cjfert  to  be 
JtriEtly  true , 

I  am. ,  $7r, 

humble  fervantt 


27th  N0V^I750. 

To  Dr.  John  Williams, 


John  Johnson. 
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PREFACE 


« 


VfrHOEVER  undertakes  to  be  an  author,  muft  write 
either  for  the  amufement,  or  improvement  of  the 
public  :  if  he  fails  in  the  flrft,  he  is  only  laughed  at ;  if  tin* 
fuccefsful  in  the  laft,  it  is  attended  with  more  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  fubjedl  he 
treats  of.  In  phyfic  the  flighteft  errors  are  produdtive  of 
the  mod:  melancholy  events,  and  a  man  who  publifhes  any 
thing  that  way,  ought  to  do  it  with  the  greateft  care  and  fi¬ 
delity,  for  his  patients  fake,  and  no  fmall  caution  and  cir- 
cumfpedfion  for  his  own ;  for  he  writes  to  men  of  fenfe* 
learning  and  judgment,  (fuch  every  phyfician  is  fuppofed  to 
bej)  and  to  undertake  the  improvement  of  fuch  perfons, 
is  in  my  humble  opinion,  making  great  pretenfions  to  a  very 
extraordinary  fhare  of  merit.  How  far  the  candid  gentle¬ 
man,  who  lately  publifhed  an  eflay  on  the  bilious  fever ,  has 
fucceeded,  the  public  are  to  be  judges  :  but  as  it  often  hap¬ 
pens,  efpecially  in  medical  difquifitions,  that  every  man 
may  not  poflibly  be  a  judge  of  the  fubjedf  referred  to  his 
determination,  I  thought  an  enquiry  into  that  eflay  would 
neither  be  difagreeable  to  the  public,  or  to  the  author.  To 
the  firft,  that  they  may  be  better  acquainted  with  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  before  they  rafhly  pronounce  judgment ;  and 
to  the  laft,  becaufe,  by  this  means,  he  will  ftand  a  better 
chance  for  finding  out  that  truth  he  is  fo  eager  in  the  purfuit 
of.  As  to  any  obligation  our  publifher  may  lie  under  to 
the  perfon  that  is  willing  to  fhew  him  any  little  errors  (the 
conftant  equipage  of  great  men)  we  give  up  that  point  en¬ 
tirely,  becaufe  it  is  poflible  we  may  be  able  to  point  out  a 
miftake  and  not  to  redfify  it,  Yet  that  ought  not  to  rob  us 
of  any  fhare  of  our  merit,  as  to  be  made  fenfible  of  an  error 

is  the  firft  ftep  towards  corredling  it - without  then 

making  any  farther  apology  for  communicating  our  thoughts 
on  a  fubjedl  every  man  has  a  right  to  give  his  opinion  of  in 
the  freefl  manner,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  an  impartial 
enquiry  into  the  late  eflay  on  the  bilious  fever,  by  Mr.  John 
Williams. 

Preface ,  p.  3,  /.  31,  and  if  uncommon  fuccefs .  The  fuc- 
cefs  this  gentleman  has  met  with  in  the  cure  of  the  bilious 

fiver , 
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fever ,  is  notorious  :  and  certainly  the  opinion  of  fo  happy  a 
practitioner,  ought  to  have  its  j  uffc  weight  with  every  man 
who  is  not  an  errant  fceptic. 

/Etiology  comprehends  not  only  the  caufes  of  the  difeafe, 
but  the  difeafe  itfelf,  and  its  fymptoms. 

The  diagnoflics  in  phyfic  fignify  thofe  figns  or  fymptoms 
whereby  one  difeafe  is  diftinguifhed  from  another.  Now, 
with  great  deference  to  this  learned  gentleman’s  judgment, 
I  think  he  ought  not  ^  to  touch  fo  lightly  on  the  diagncfis  ’* 
becacfe,  I  apprehend,  it  is  very  proper  he  fhould  tell  us  what 
the  difeafe  is,  and  how  it  is  to  be  known  from  any  other, 
before  he  prefcribes  a  method  of  eure.  When  a  man  tells 
ys,  it  is  a  fair  wind,  it  is  very  natural  to  atk  him,  where 
he  is  going.  Befides  he  cannot  be  very  full  on  the  etiology , 
or  caufe  of  the  difeafe  and  fymptoms,  and  not  tell  us  what 
thofe  fymptoms  are. 

A  man  who  undertakes  to  make  a  good  progmfls^  ought 
not  only  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the oeconcmy  oral! 
the  natural,  vital  and  animal  functions  in  a  flate  of  health, 
but  fnould  alfo  know  every  (ymptom  that  attends  the  lefion 
of  each  of  thofe  functions,  the  fympathies  of  the  different 
parts,  and  their  dependencies  on  each  other.  So  that  it 
would  appear  a  great  deal  of  fagacity  is  requisite  to  form  a 
good  prognoftic,  and  every  body  knows  that  nurfes  are  a 
very  judicious  fort  of  people,  and  often  know  more  than  the 
phyfician  himfelf. 

The  fecond  paragraph  in  the  4th  page  is  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  one,  and  requires  a  fmall  paraphrafe,  as  poflibly  all 
our  readers  may  not  underftand  Latin;  thus  then  he  goes  on. 
Oh  ye  men  0/' Jamaica  !  Are  ye  not  a  parcel  of  blockheads  ?  to 
trujl  your  lives  in  the  hands  of  a  new  comer  !  of  a  man 
who  has  been  at  the  tmiverfity  !  ivho  has  attended  the  najly 
lectures  of  Morgagni,  Albinos  or  Monroe,  zuhofe  head  is 
filled  with  the  whymfical  notions  of  Boerhaave  !  and  who 
Mows  no  more  of  difeafe s  than  what  he  learnt  by  feeing  the 

trifling  practice  of  European  hofpitals  !  - - ■ - come  to  me  ? 

1  am  your  faithful  Hippocrates  of  Jamaica  !  I  make  curious 
observations  on  the  nature  of  the  difeafes  of  your  ijlands  !  look 
into  my  book  and  fee— —  1  have  not  only  read  the  books  of 
nature ,  but  of  the  learned  alfo ,  as  is  evident  from  my  quota¬ 
tions 
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items — your  accademical  jargon  never  enters  into  My  head —  ' 
abhor  their  principles ,  and  defpife  the  little  trifling  honours  that 
are  conferred  on  their  pupils  by  thofe  plodding  fools. 

Previous  to  any  other  comnientary,  let  me  tell  this  au¬ 
thor,  that  to  brand  any  fet  of  gentlemen  with  the  invidious 
term  of  new  comers,  is  riot  quite  agreeable  to  that  polite- 
rtefs  a  ftranger  is  entitled  to  from  every  one,  more  efpecially 
from  your  pretty  gentlemen :  and  this  is  the  firft  time  I  ever 
heard  of  a  man’s  being  reproached  for  being  a  ftranger.  But 
perhaps  his  argument  will  lofe  a  little  of  its  weight  when 
we  affure  him  that  fome  of  us  have  been  in  Africa^  on 
board  Guineamen ,  and  in  other  iflands  of  the  Weft-Indies^ 
as  well  as  he,  confequently  are  equally  intitled  to  write  upon^ 
and  cure  the  yellow  fever .  Tho’  we  all  defpair  of  ever 
coming  up  to  the  late  ingenious  performance,  which  every 
body  allows  is  iiew  and  curious. 

In  the  next  place  give  me  leave  to  affure  this  gentleman, 
that  phyfic  is  a  fcience  that  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  mere 
dint  of  natural  parts  be  they  ever  fo  ftrong,  as  can  be  made 
appear  from  a  very  obvious  reflexion,  viz.  That  men  of 
the  greateft  learning,  judgment  and  fagacity  have  fpent  their 
whole  lives  in  purfuit  of  feveral  parts  of  fcience  that  are  only 
preparatory  to  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  or  which  make  but  a  tri¬ 
fling  part  of  the  art  itfelf.  So  that  it  feems  a  man  who  would 
make  any  figure  in  that  profeffion,  muft  fpend  a  great  part 
of  his  life  before  he  can  ever  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  what 
is  already  difcovered,  and  confequently  cannot  pretend  to 
eftablifh  new  dodrines,  unlefs  he  is  perfedly  acquainted 
with  the  principles  on  which  he  muft  build  his  foundation. 
Now  I  conceive  that  whoever  has  been  properly  educated  in 
univerfities,  and  has  imbibed  true  and  juft  maxims  from  able 
teachers,  is  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  inveftigate  the  nature 
of  a  new  difeafe,  nor  will  a  medley  of  obfervations  ferve  to 
give  us  a  juft  idea  of  it  unlefs  the  author  fhews  a  certain 
defign  and  judgment  in  compiling  them.  To  obferve  that 
a  clock  ftands  will  not  point  out  to  us  the  method  of  fetting 
it  right,  unlefs  we  know  from  what  caufe  the  defed  arifes. 
From  all  which  we  may  infer  that  bare  obfervation  without 
fome  theory  is  a  very  trifling  merit ;  and  he  that  has  been 
once  initiated  into  the  right  road,  ftands  lefs  chance  of  loftng 
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his  way,  than  he  who  arrogantly  trufts  to  his  own  judgment 
to  find  it  out.  For  evidence  to  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions, 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  as  well  as  our  author,  to  make 
what  quotations  I  pleafe.  Look  then  into  the  firft  aphorifm 
of  Hippocrates ,  there  he  fays,  <c  Life  is  fhort,  the  art  long, 
“  occafion  fudden,  experience  fallacious,  and  judgment 
tc  difficult.”  Where,  by  the  bye,  we  may  obferve  that 
great  men  will  fometimes  differ  in  their  opinions.  Hippo¬ 
crates  mentions  the  difficulty  of  that  part  of  our  art  which 
Mr.  Williams  makes  fo  light  of,  as  to  impute  to  nurfes.  I 
mean  the  judgment  that  is  requiffte  to  form  a  proper  idea 
of  the  cafe  under  our  confideration,  and  from  thence  to 
make  a  judicious  prognoftic  of  the  event. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  laid,  I  cannot  fuffer  my 
fpirit  of  criticifm  to  carry  me  fo  far  beyond  bounds,  as  to 
deprive  the  author  of  that  reafonable  fhare  of  praife  which 
is  due  to  his  performance :  let  envy  fay  what  fhe  will,  even 
his  enemies  muff  allow,  that  there  are  in  this  fmall  book  a 
number  of  quotations  from  excellent  authors :  and  my  real 
opinion  is,  that  every  writer  who  fucceeds  in  any  under¬ 
taking  for  the  public  benefit,  is  ufed  with  great  ingratitude, 
if  (atleafl)  the  public  approbation  does  not  reward  his  pafi 
fervices,  and  encourage  future  attempts  of  the  like  nature. 

At  the  end  of  the  preface,  all  that  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  are  exhorted  in  fo  pathetic  a  manner  to  put  him  in 
the  right  way  if  he  fliould  happen  to  miftake  it,  that  I  could 
not  forbear  accepting  of  the  invitation,  not  only  from  a 
fincere  defire  of  ferving  him,  but  (what  is  a  more  weighty 
confideration)  to  fhew  the  new  comers ,  where  they  may  be 
taught  better  maxims,  than  what  they  learned  at  the  univer- 
fity,  and  be  preferved  from  mijlaken  principles  and  ill  ground¬ 
ed  practice. 

I  fliould  be  forry  if  my  criticifms  fliould  give  our  ingeni¬ 
ous  author  any  juft  caufe  of  offence,  but  whatever  length 
this  argument  may  run  to,  I  am  determined  inviolably  to 
keep  up  the  rules  of  good  manners,  which  if  once  exceeded 
muft  neceffarily  block  up  every  avenue  to  truth  :  and  when¬ 
ever  that  is  the  cafe,  I  am  determined  to  leave  off,  as  the 
fubje£t  does  not  feem  to  be  worth  a  difpute  that  is  more  than 
verbal. 
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bilious  fever. 

WE  cannot  help  obferving  in  our  firfl  onfet,  how 
eafy  it  is  to  lay  down  rules,  and  how  difficult  to 
keep  up  to  them.  Our  author,  who  declares  him- 
felf  in  the  preface  an  enemy  to  hypothefes,  fets  out  in  the 
beginning  of  his  work  with  quotations  to  prove  that  the 
ancients  were  acquainted  with  our  bilious  fever.  What  is 
this  but  broaching  an  hypothefis  ?  And  (if  we  confine 
ourfelves  to  his  quotations)  one  that  has  all  the  appearance 
of  an  impoftor.  Hippocrates ,  and  many  other  authors, 
ancient  and  modern,  have,  ’tis  true,  _  defcribed  feveral 
fymptoms  of  the  yellow  fever  ;  but  that  is  no  fort  of  proof 
that  they  were  acquainted  with  the  fame  diforder  that  in¬ 
fers  this  part  of  the  world ;  becaufe  this  learned  gentleman 
knows  very  well,  that  there  are  many  difeafes,  very  dif¬ 
ferent  in  their  natures,  which  have  feveral  fymptoms  in 
common :  and  what  is  ftill  more,  there  aie  many  acci¬ 
dents  or  fymptoms  that  happen  to  people  in  health,  which 
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attend  others  in  fevere  diforders.  As  for  inftance,  hydro- 
pical  people  are  troubled  with  great  third: ;  fo  are  they  that 
haye  his  bilious  fever.  Breeding  women  frequently  have 
bilious  vomitings,  fo  have  they  that  labour  under  inter¬ 
mittent  fevers,  as  well  as  they  that  are  ieized  with  this 
yellow  fever.  He  that  drinks  plentifully  of  claret  fhall 
have  black  ftools,  fo  has  he  that  is  infedted  with  this  here¬ 
tofore  fo  mortal  difeafe.  The  urine  of  a  man  who  eats 
afparagus  fhall  be  as  fetid  as  that  which  is  defcribed  in  this 
fame  fever  as  a  mortal  fymptom.  Thefe  fymptoms  are 
called  concomitant,  to  diftinguifti  them  from  the  diag- 
noftic.  The  firft  are  common  to  many  different  difeafes, 
the  latter,  the  diftinguifhing  mark  of  each  proper  difeafe  ; 
which  is  ffill  a  further  argument  with  me,  why  he  fhould 
not  fo  lightly  pafs  over  the  diagnofis.  From  what  has  been 
laid,  yve  may  venture  to  conclude,  that  it  requires  a  little 
more  judgment  than  this  gentleman  is  aware  of,  to  under- 
ffand  perfedfly  the  nature  of  difeafes  defcribed  in  authors, 
and  more  efpecially  to  make  a  juft  connection  and  analogy 
between  what  we  read  of,  and  what  we  fee.  And  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  no  man  that  does  not  underftand  what 
the  diagnofis  is,  can  ever  read  authors  to  anv  preat  advan- 
tage. 

Page  2.  Is  it  not  very  ftrange  that  this  pradiitioner, 
who  is  fo  perfedlly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  dif- 
eate,  and  has  met  with  fuch  uncommon  fuccefs  in  curing 
it,  fhould  be  fo  far  miftaken  as  to  call  it  a  jaundice  ? 
Any  one  who  knows  the  fymptoms  of  that  loathfome 
difeafe,  and  confults  thofe  of  the  yellow  fever  as  defcribed 
by  this  uncommon  pradfitioner,  will  find  they  differ  greatly. 
In  the  cafe  of  Heraclides  quoted  from  Hippocrates's  epide¬ 
mics.  The  old  man’s  words  are,  Some  alfo  on  the  fixih 
day  were  feized  with  a  jaundice  ;  hut  all  thefe  were  relieved 
by  a  dif charge  of  urine,  fool,  or  bleeding  at  the  nofe.  And 
this  the  young  man  fays  was  a  bilious  fever.  By  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  difeafe,  the  yellow  colour  is  generally  looked 
upon  as  a  bad  lign  and  a  diagnoftic  fymptom,  which  the 
author  in  page  5  ftill  perfifts  in  calling  a  jaundice.  Nov/ 
Vis  very  well  known  that  a  fupervening  jaundice  often 
carries  off  a  fever,  and  in  the  very  cafe  before  us  (which 
our  author  has  cited  to  prove  that  Hippocrates  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  fever  of  ours)  we  don’t  find  that  it  was  a 

bad 
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bad  fign,  but  always  difappeared  in  a  fhort  time  by  a  cri¬ 
tical  difcharge  of  urine,  ffool,  or  bleeding  at  the  nofe. 
We  muff  alfo  obferve  in  the  1 2th  patient  of  the  3d  book 
of  epidemics ,  that  all  women’s  complaints  fucceeded  a  dif¬ 
ficult  labour,  and  from  the  lefion  of  thefe  tender  parts  it  is 
eafy  for  any  one  that  is  acquainted  with  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy  to  account  for  the  entuing  fymptoms.  But  this  ob- 
fervable  gentleman  is  an  enemy  to  theory,  and  confe- 
quently  to  reafon. 

Page  3,  line  21.  As  Boerhaave ,  &c.  Pray,  Sir,  be  a 
little  more  clear  in  your  evidence,  and  don’t  think  to  blind 
our  eyes  with  fuborning  falfe  witnefTes.  Boerhaave  denies 
the  book  you  quote  to  be  his  ;  and  if  you  want  to  know 
the  private  hiffory  of  it,  I  will  tell  it  you.  It  was  wrote 
by  his  pupils,  and  very  vilely  compiled  from  his  ledures. 

Page  3.  Central  fever .  Plow  happy  this  gentleman  is 
in  his  expreffions  ! 

Page  4.  Some  objeff  to  dodtor  Warren5  j  fudorific  me¬ 
thod*  This  candid  author  acknowledges  in  the  fame  page, 
that  he  never  read  dodfor  Warren's  book.  How  then  can 
he  tell  that  this  fever  of  Jamaica  is  not  the  fame  as  that  of 
Barb  a  does  defcribed  by  him  ?  But  farther,  let  me  tell  him, 
that  it  is  not  quite  decent  to  cenfure  the  works  of  a  man  he 
has  never  read.  And,  I  believe,  every  one  will  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  his  obfervations  muff  be  very  trifling,  who  ne¬ 
ver  faw  the  fubjed  on  which  he  pretends  to  criticife.  Nay, 
it  deferves  a  more  harfh  expreffion,  to  brand  any  gentle- 
man  who  has  not  only  v/rote  but  pradifed  with  reputation, 
and  iucn  as  I  wifh  this  faithful  obfervator  may  ever  arrive 
at ;  I  fay,  it  deferves  a  more  harfh  expreffion,  to  throw  on 
fiich  a  man  the  infolent  imputation  of  killing  fecundu?n 
artem.  Put  from  reading  this  pafTage  we  may  Venture  to 
conclude,  that  he  who  can  fo  well  cfefcribe  the  method  of 
kitting  fecundum  artem ,  muff  have  been  very  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  it,  perhaps  experimentally.  That  he  either  did 
not  comprehend,  or  wholly  perverted  dodor  Warrens 
meaning,  will  appear  plainly  by  comparing  his  words  in 
pages  4,  14,  16,  18,  with  a  part  of  the  dodor’s  book, 
page  61,  which  I  muff  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe. 

'  ^  I  muft  now  earnejUy  defire  due  notice  may  be  taken ,  that 
thd  the^  method  I  ufe  may  be  f aid  to  be  alexipharmic  ;  yet  it  is 
by  no  means ,  hot,  parching ,  or  inflaming :  and  that  this 
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moifture  or  fweat  I  endeavour  to  exclude ,  is  rather  to  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  quantity  of  tepid  diluents,  as  fage  tea ,  fack* 
whey ,  he.  than  to  the  real  heat  of  the  medicines  themfelves. 
And  I  have  often  thought ,  that  in  malignant  fevers ,  the  a- 
iexipharmic  practice  has  jometimes  been  brought  into  difrepu - 
tat  ion,  either  by  the  phyficiari  s  overdoing ,  through  too  abun¬ 
dant  zeal  for  it,  or  by  ufing  it  at  an  improper  feafon,  or  for 
want  of  advertence  to  the  great  neuffity  of  copious  diluters : 
and  perhaps  this  other  reafon  may  be  properly  enough  ajfigned 
for  the  prefent  great  difuje  of  this  practice  amongft  moft  phy- 
ficians,  he. 

From  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Williams  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  doctor  Warren,  tho’  it  is  probable  he  did  read 
him.  I  know  he  owned  the  book,  and  lent  it  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  lent  it  to  me.  It  is  now  in  my  poiTeflion  ;  his 
name  is  wrote  on  the  back  with  his  o.v/n  hand,  and  I  can’t 
jfuppofe  he  buys  books  to  look  at.  If  that  was  his  tafte,  I 
am  fiire  he  would  never  have  bought  this  book,  as  it  is 
neither  bound  nor  gilt.  However,  to  difmifs  this  fubjedt, 
it  is  well  known  that  dodlor  Warren  was  a  man  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  underhand  in  g,  which  he  (hewed  not  only  in  his 
writings  but  in  his  practice  :  I  could  with  his  opponent 
would  give  us  fome  reafon  to  have  the  fame  opinion  of  him. 

He  tells  us  that  the  yellow  fever  of  Barbadoes  and  that  of 
"Jamaica  are  not  the  fame,  yet  has  not  been  able  to  point 
out  the  leaft  circumhance  that  fhews  it — how  prodigiouhy 
minute  he  is  in  finding  out  unobfervable  difagreements 
amongft  the  moderns,  and  how  readily  he  has  fwallowed, 
(and  what  is  worfe,  inhfts  upon  our  lv/allowing,  whether 
our  ftomachs;  can  digeft  it  or  not)  every  minute  circum- 
ftance  of  antiquity  that  makes  for  his  darling  hypothefs .  A 
man  that  is  fond  of  indulging  thefe  fort  of  whims  fhould 
have  a  good  memory,  or  it  is  ten  to  one  he  either  contra¬ 
dicts  himfelf  in  his  fadfs,  or  in  his  rules  and  opinions  pre¬ 
pares  a  red  for  himfelf,  which  he  puts  into  the  hands  of 
every  new  comer . 

Page  4,  line  2i.  Experience,  he.  It  is  not  everyone 
that  can  make  judicious  obfer  vat  ions  without  proper  affif- 
tance  ;  and  this  gentleman  declares  againft  all  theoretical 
or  rational  knowledge  in  phyftc,  as  has  been  before 
proved. 

Page  5,  line- 2 j.  Let. us  now,  he. 

Parturiunt  monte s  nafeetur  ridi cuius  mus*  HoR. 

Eino 
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Line  22.  This  diftemper  heretofore  fo  fatal  to  jtr angers > 
&c.  I  am  very  proud  this  honed  gentleman  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  teach  us  how  to  cure  this  heretofore  fo 
mortal  difeafe :  I  heartily  congratulate  my  fellow-creatures, 
and  particularly  fellow  new  corners  on  the  happy  difcovery  : 
we  may  now  live  in  peace  and  fecurity,  Mr.  Williams 
having  routed  our  heretofore  fo  mortal  enemy  ;  for  which 
important  fervice  his  name  diall  he  recorded  to  all  poderity 
in  trophies  of  hrafs . 

Page  6,  line  41.  Surely  a  moft  dangerous  plethora , 

I  widi  he  had  told  us  what  a  plethora  is  ! 

Page  7,  line  6.  Callous  pores ,  &c.  Another  happv 
expreffion ! 

Page  ih.  line  8.  Whence  the  thin  fine  parts ,  &c.  The 
author  ought  to  be  more  certain  of  his  fads. 

Page  ih.  1.  38.  Arteria  ferofa.  Only  a  typograghiea! 
error  !  It  fliould  be  arteries ferofa ,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  there 
are  more  than  one.  \ 

Page  8,  line  2.  Arteria  ferofa .  Again  ! 

Page  ih.  line  5.  The  livery  &c.  Pray,  what  does  he 
make  of  the  fpleen  ? 

Page  ih.  line  26.  Arteria  ferofa .  Lord  !  what  a  fad 
fellow  this  printer  is  !  not  content  with  miftaking  the  poor 
gentleman’s  meaning  in  one  page,  he  feems  to  have  taken 
pains  to  continue  in  the  error,  no  doubt  with  a  malicious 
defign  j  for  had  he  only  miffaken  this  arteria  ferofa  once, 
all  the  fault  would  have  been  laid  at  his  door,  whereas,  by 
continuing  the  fame  expreffion,  he  knew  very  well  that  en¬ 
vious  people  would  blame  the  author,  and  fay  he  knew  no 
better.  But  I  hope  we  have  put  the  faddle  upon  the  rio-ht 
horfe. 

Page  ih.  line  28.  Arteria  ferofa.  Weill  I  cannot  but 
lament  the  unhappy  fate  of  authors,  whofe  works  muff  pais 
through  the  rough  jaws  of  ignorant  printers.  Tfcefe  peo¬ 
ple  are  the  midwives,  or  to  ule  a  more  pure  modern  ex~ 
predion,  the  man-midwives  of  wit  ;  and  (oh  fhame  to  their 
profeffion  !)  are  generally  fuch  bunglers,  that  tho’  the  babe 
is  in  ever  fo  fair  a  way,  they  often  dedroy  it  in  the  womb, 
or  hurt  it  in  the  delivery  :  and  many  a  poor  piece,  which, 
whillf  locked  up  from  public  perufal,  had  bid  fair  for  com¬ 
ing  into  the  world,  has  been  changed  from  a  fine  promifing 
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child  into  an  ugly  fairy  brat,  fo  deformed  that  nobody 
could  have  known  it  to  be  the  offspring  of  fo  excellent  a 
father.  I  wifh  this  may  not  be  the  cafe  of  our  eflay. 

Authors  frequently  add  a  lift  of  the  corrigenda ,  and  I 
think  it  is  neceflary  this  gentleman  fhould  do  the  fame  $  as 
it  would  not  only  make  his  eflay  more  like  a  treatife,  but 
be  alfo  a  great  addition  to  the  bulk  of  it. 

Page  8,  paragraph  4th.  Where  this  extravafation ,  &c. 

,  What  extravafation  !  I  always  thought,  that  the  fpringinefs 
and  ftiffnefs  of  the  veffels  would  guard  them  fufficiently 
againft  any  rupture  and  confequent  extravafation.  Extra - 
vafation  and  elafticity  I  fuppofe  are  fynonymus. 

Page  9,  line  16.  Moft  of  the  ancient  phyficians ,  See. 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  affure  this  author  once  more,  that  their 
authority  won’t  do  in  all  cafes.  As  for  inftance,  they  fup- 
pofed  the  arteries  to  carry  air ;  and  though  we  ftill  retain  the 
barbarous  expreftion,  certainly  we  are  not  obliged  to  credit 
the  afiertion  becaufe  they  fay  fo — — for  my  part,  I  wifh 
(and  I  believe  every  body  elfe  wifhes)  that  we  had  fewer 
quotations  and  more  matter  for  our  money ;  becaufe  the 
new  diford ers,  which  new  corners  are  fuppofed  to  be  unac¬ 
quainted  with,  are  not  to  be  explained  from  old  quota¬ 
tions.  For  if  any  light  was  to  be  had  from  them,  give 
me  leave  to  affure  him,  that  fome  of  us  have  read  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  therefore  fhould  certainly  know  fomething  of 
the  matter.  Beffdes,  if  a  man  muft  publifh,  he  had  better 
give  us  fomething  of  his  own,  and  not  be  conftantly 
belching  out  his  raw  indigefted  morfels  of  antiquity  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  guefts.  Reading  is  like  eating,  the 
food  may  be  originally  good,  but  when  once  lodged  in  a 
weak  ftomach,  is  apt  to  be  difgarged  ;  in  which  cafe,  I 
believe  nobody  would  be  fond  of  ufmg  it  at  fecond 
hand. 

Page  10,  line  9.  Let  us  nowy  See.  This  part  (to 
allow  the  author  his  due)  is  entirely  his  own  ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  would  puzzle  the  greateft  anatomift  in  Europe .  But 
there  is  no  great  pleafure  in  poffng  thele  plodding  block¬ 
heads  who  pretend  to  know  more  than  other  people.  In 
this  our  author  has  happily  fucceeded  as  he  has  not  only 
puzzled  fools,  but  wife  men  aIfo„ 
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Page  11.  The  chymiftry  of  this  part  is  equal  to  the 
anatomy  of  the  other.  I  dare  fay  the  author  never  faw 
foap  made,  or  if  he  did,  never  wafhed  his  hands  with  it. 
Had  he  attended  to  this  it  would  have  taught  him  that  an 
acrid  inadive  oil  and  a  fharp  fait  mixed  together,  mab>  a 
detergent  penetrating  thing  called  a  fapo,  and  that  the  bile 
being  compounded  of  the  fame  principles  muft  partake  of 
the  fame  qualities. 

Page  i2,  line  20.  I  never  knew  that  halting  of  hulls  and 
hunting  of  hares  would  give  them  the  yellow  fever ,  as  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  fuch  diverfions  in  this  part  of  the  world  where  it  is 
endemical. 

Page  12,  line  37.  Pray  fir  did  you  ever  read  a  ftory  of 
a  cock  and  a  bull  ?  you  fay  that  fat  people  are  fubje<a  to  be 
melted  down  (I  fuppofe  like  a  tallow  candle)  whereby  the 
greafe  «  being  abforbed  by  the  meferaic  veins,  is  carried  to 
“  £he  llver  >  where  ftagnating  in  the  vena  porta  it  grows 
“  rancid,  occafioning  the  worft  fort  of  obftruciion  and  in- 
“  flam rnation  :  and  a  little  after  captain  Gerrard  Sias  piffed 
it  out  like  fat  Noth ;  and  a  little  after,  lean  people  melt 
“  as  well  as  fat.”— Obferve  how  little  this  author  makes  of 
us  poor  men  ;  one  while  we  are  melted  to  broth,  another 
time  our  blood  is  boiled  to  a  black-pudding,  and  another 
time  we  are  transformed  into  chocolate  grounds.  Oh 
wonderful  effects  of  a  fertile  imagination  ! 

Page  13.  We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  throw  all  that  is 
here  faid  into  an  aphorifm,  which  every  new  comer  that 
would  make  any  figure  in  prance,  efpecially  in  the  cure 
ot  the  Minus  fever ,  ought  conftantly  to  carry  about  him 
and  for  its  excellency  and  truth  it  ought  to  be  written  in 
letters  of  gold.  “  If  a  man  recovers,  he  won’t  die  this  trip  ■ 
but  if  the  reverfe  he  can  t  live.” 

Page  14.  Je  ne  fais  quoi  is  a  pretty  philofophical  wav 
or  accountiug  for  things.  J 

PaSe  *5-  Arieria  ferofa.  Miferable  1  I  am  fure  this  fad 
printer  was  never  the  father  of  a  book,  or  fiirely  he  could 
not  treat  another  man’s  offspring  with  fo  little  tendernefs 
Page  16.  Lime  juice  the  greateft  alexipharmic  in  the 
world,  and  prevents  the  diffolution  of  the  blood,  as  is  evident 
from  fucking  limes  when  mercury  is  given,  which  will  pre¬ 
vent  a  falivation.  The  fa&  is  true  but  the  author  plainly 
thews  that  he  does  not  know  how  it  comes  to  be  fo.  Now 
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that  I  may  in  Tome  meafure  comply  with  my  promife  of  fet- 
ting  him  right  whenever  he  miftakes  his  road ;  I  will  inform 
him  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  lime  juice  flops  a  falivation. 
He  knows  very  well  that  there  are  two  fuch  things  in  nature 
as  acids  and  alcalies.  Whenever  thefe  two  are  mixt  to¬ 
gether,  an  efFervefcence  immediately  enfues,  by  which  both 
(if  in  proportionable  quantities)  lofe  the  refpedtive  qualities, 
andthe  mixtureacquiresnewones  no-waysa-kinto  the  origi¬ 
nals  of  which  they  are  compounded,  forming  what  we  call 
in  chymiflry  a  tertium  quid ,  diflindl  in  its  properties  from 
both.  Of  fuch  jarring  principles  are  mercury  and  lime 
juice  compofed,  and  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  upon  mixing 
them  the  mercury  mufl  lofe  its  original  qualities  arid  ac¬ 
quire  new  ones.  This  does  not  look  like  any  condenfing 
power  in  lime  juice ;  and  let  me  add,  that  all  vegetable  acids 
hitherto  known  attenuate,  whilfl  mineral  acids  are  known 
to  coagulate  the  juices.  Which  obfervation  this  profound 
cafuifl  mufl  either  have  met  with  in  chymical  books  or  been 
taught  by  the  profeffors  he  has  attended  in  the  courfe  of  his 
flud  ies. 

Ibid.  Line  10.  hut  alexipharmics  burry  on ,  &c.  why 
then  is  he  fond  of  given  his  alexipharmic  lime  juice  ? 

Ibid,  line  13.  1  own  if  fweats ,  &c.  Here  he  fhews  that 
the  falutary  tendency  of  nature  is  to  fweat,  yet  exclaims 
againfl  doctor  Warren’s  fudorific  method,  which  he  owns 
he  never  read,  and  I  am  fure  he  does  not  underhand. 

Page  17.  The  great  doctor  Pitcairn  fays  that  the  bile 
pafles  the  pores  of  the  fkin  in  a  jaundice.  This  the  learned 
Mr.  Williams  denies.  Pitcairn  alleges  that  the  fweat  of 
i&erical  peoplefhall  tinge  the  linen  cloths  with  a  yellow  co¬ 
lour;  the  learned  Mr.  Williams  fays  not,  credat  qui  vult. 

Page  18.  Sure  were  ihefe  advocates ,  &c.  It  does  not 
appear  from  the  inflances  before  cited  that  the  author  is  fo 
good  a  judge  of  the  animal  ceconomy  as  either  Boerhaave  or 
Pitcairn ,  and  if  a  man  brags  of  his  talent  that  way,  we  are 
not  obliged  to  believe  what  he  fays,  but  for  the  proof  of  it 
mufl  appeal  to  his  writings.  We  have  had  an  in  fiance  of 
his  acquaintance  with  the  animal  aeconomy  of  the  liver  and 
ufes  of  the  bile,  for  which  we  have  fufEciently  founded  his 
praife. 

Theriacal  fpirituofe  and  volatile  medicines,  as  they  a<SI: 
by  afliraulus,  excite  a  difcharge  of  fweat,  whereby  the  blood 
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is  rob’d  of  its  more  fluid  parts  and  the  remaining  mate  is  con¬ 
dens’d.  Now  in  difeafes  where  there  is  a  tendency  to 
coagulation  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  the  dangerous  confequences 
that  attend  fuch  applications  ;  but  I  can’t  conceive  there  can 
be  the  fame  danger  in  a  diflolution,  and  if  thefe  medicines 
are  attended  with  any  bad  effects,  they  are  to  be  explained 
from  other  caufes.  A  man  ought  to  be  very  well  acquainted 
with  rational  principles  before  he  pretends  to  apply  them  to 
the  cure  of  difeafes.  The  word  reafon  is  a  dangerous  wea¬ 
pon  becaufe  every  one  pretends  to  a  great  fhare  of  it,  and 
few  are  either  endowed  with  it,  or  know  how  to  make  a 
proper  ufe  of  it. 

Ibid.  Line  26.  for  here,  &c.  Rare  anatomy !  here  he  makes 
a  pumpkin  of  a  man’s  head,  it  having  neither  mufcles  or  bones 
to  impede  the  rapid  motion  of  the  blood  to  thefe  parts.  I 
hope  he  does  not  think  all  fculls  alike.  Befides  I  would 
gladly  know  how  the  immediate  adtion  of  hot  medicines 
upon  the  ftomach  comprefles  the  defending  trunk  of  the 
aorta.  This  is  a  moft  plaufible  way  of  reafoning. 

Page  19.  line  3.  Let  us  follow  the  footjleps  of  nature , 
&c.  It  is  poflible  (he  may  run  too  faff  for  fome  people  to 
overtake  her,  and  a  man  would  not  fet  a  cow  after  a 
hare. 

Page  19.  This  author  fo  frequently  confounds  the  jaun¬ 
dice  and  bilious  fever  together,  that  I  muff  once  for  all  af- 
fure  him  they  are  not  the  fame.  And  (tho’  he  denies  it)  e- 
very  one  elfe  knows  that  the  fweat  of  idlerical  people  will 
tinge  a  linen  cloth  yellow,  which  that  of  a  perfon  in  the 
bilious  fever  won’t  do,  befides  many  other  material  circum- 
flances  too  long  to  be  inferted  here. 

Ibid,  line  26.  Sweats  in  this  difeafe  fhould  not  be  at- 
1  tempted  with  fudorifics  :  tho’  fweats  are  neceflary  and  gene¬ 
rally  critical.  Hippocrates  I  am  fure  never  wrote  any  thing 
to  come  up  to  this. 

Ibid,  line  35.  This  gentleman  has  faid  a  good  deal  on 
the  inflammation  of  the  liver,  and  has  not  yet  proved  it,  fo 
that  all  he  has  faid  about  it  is  gratis  didtum ,  and  we  are  not 
obliged  to  believe  it. 

Page  20,  paragraph  laff.  Bleeding .  Here  the  author 
makes  no  diftindhon  between  fevers  attended  with  a  difpo- 
fition  of  the  fluids  to  coagulate,  and  others  to  diflolve.  In 
the  yellow  fever  the  blood  has  every  fymptom  of  a  tendency 
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to  rarefaction,  diffolution,  and  confequently  mortification  : 
bleeding  we  know  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  each  of  thefe ! 

Page  2i.  Riverius ,  the  Arabians,  Profper  Alpinus , 
Boutins,  Galen ,  and  £F///zV,  (all  quoted  in  one  poor  page) 
were  never  in  Jamaica.  Why  then  fhould  we  appeal  to 
them  when  we  won’t  admit  the  authority  of  doCtor  Warren % 
who  lived  at  Barbadoes  ? 

Page  22.  Captain  JVaJfnngton  Shirley ,  &c.  I  have  a 
good  deal  of  reafon  to  imagine  that  this  cafe  is  not  faithfully 
recorded.  In  the  firft  place  I  am  credibly  informed  that  he 
had  no  bilions  fever ;  fecondly,  the  bleeding  was  not  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  this  arteriotomical  gentleman  would  have  us  be¬ 
lieve,  for  in  a  night’s  time  it  would  perhaps  ftain  the  fheet 
as  broad  as  the  palm  of  one  s  hand,  (which  we  know  a 
drachm  of  blood  will  do)  and  that  it  continued  to  do  fo  for 
two  or  three  days  :  laflly,  how  does  he  know  whether  this 
fav’d  his  life?  By  what  I  could  learn,  his  life  was  fav’d 
long  defore  our  author  was  fent  for. 

Page  22,  paragraph  5.  Apozems  with  manna ,  & c.  are 
abfolutely  neceffary.  Dodor  Warren  fays  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  noxious.  Utrum  horum  mavis  accipe , 

Page  23,  line  10.  Fermenting  like  y eft,  &c.  Here  fie  con¬ 
verts  a  man’s  guts  into  a  beer  barrel.  Fdajnlei  traces  him  to 
the  flopping  a  bunghole,  but  he  is  heie  preferred  to  the 

barrel  itfelf.  . 

Page  24,  line  16.  Periflaltic  motion.  Strange  dodrine  ! 

Thatby  encreafing  the  periflaltic  motion  we  excite  purging  ! 
When  we  know  very  well  that  the  mold  robufl  people,  who 
have  the  greatefl  periflaltic  motion  are  generally  coitive.  In¬ 
deed  we  don’t  deny  that  fome  purges  encreafe  the  periflaltic 
motion,  but  we  ought  never  to  miflake  the  effect  for  the 

ceuTc  • 

lb .  line  30.  No  occafion  to  bring  authorities  to  fupport 
his  opinion.  No  indeed  !  x  hen,  Sir,  we  are  to  fwallow 

your  ipfe  dixit  for  gofpeh - But.  I  need  not  fay  any  thing 

more  on  this  head,  having  already  diffidently  invalidated 

your  authority.  . 

Page  25,  line  1.  Who  /peaks  much  againfi  bltfiers^  &c. 
Xhis  perion  here  meant  he  tells  us  in  the  note  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  page  is  Boerhaave ,  in  all  whofe  works  tis  very 
well  known,  that  it  is  not  againfi  blitters,  but  the  impru¬ 
dent  ufe  of  them  that  he  exclaims,  I  wonder  the  author 
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(hou’d  be  fo  fond  of  the  authority  of  this  praxis  medico , 
(which  every  knows  is  a  fpurious  faulty  performance  palm’d 
upon  Boerhaave,)  when  he  can  as  eafily  cite  a  o-00d  evi- 
dence  as  a  bad  one. 

Page  25.  line  3.  With  our  own,  hie.  Which  I  exped 
Will  be  excellent.  A 

Ibid,  line  5.  Blifters,  13 c.  Here  he  condemns  blifters 
(the  mod  powerful  attenuants  we  know)  in  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  lentor  and  difpofition  to  coagulate.  However  I  mult 
agree  with  him  that  when  they  are  ufed  previous  evacua 
tions  are  necelfary.  At  the  end  of  the  paragraph  he  puts  a 
note  of  admiration,  as  much  as  to  fay,  Lord  how  inferior 
the  judgment  of  thefe  people  is  to  mine  1  We  mav  eafilv 
fee  thro’  the  whole  eflhy  that  the  author  has  no  fmall  opi 
mon  of  himfelf,  and  no  great  one  of  us  new  comers  He 
is  very  right  in  calling  it  an  elfay,  and  I  dare  fay  every  body 
that  reads  it  will  conclude  it  to  be  his  firft.  However  let 
him  not  be  difcourag’d,  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  dav,  and 
no  doubt  his  fecond  performance  for  the  public  good’  will 

IK  line  30.  I  am  far  from  believing ,  &c. 

Tf^ho  fall  decide  when  doctors  difagree 

,  And  foundejl  cafnifs  doubt  like  you  and  me? 

Ibid,  line  39.  For  Ifuppoje,  &c.  Pray,  Sir,'  no  more 

■  y°Ulr  fappciitions  unlefs  you  can  fupport  them  with  bet¬ 
ter  reafons. 

Page  26.  Central  fevers  again  1  To  be  fure  this  <*entle- 
njan  muft  be  a  mathematician.  5 

Ibid,  line  II.  Convulfions  of  the  diaphragm,  and  in- 
tercoitai  mufcies  occauoned  by  the  afflux  of  hot,  /ham 
rarefied  Wood  are  relieved  by  the  hot,  /harp,  attenuating 
cauftic  fairs  of  canthandes.  This  is  what  is  vulgarly  called 
taking  a  hair  of  the  lame  dog  that  bit  you. 

He  fays  that  Mr.  Chiraux  proves  by  experiment  that  vo- 
miting  is  a  convulhon  qf  the  diaphragm  and  intercoftal 
mulcles.  He  is  fo  apt  to  mifquote  and  mifapply  the  mean 
ing  of  authors,  that  I  wi/h  he  had  given  us  Mr.  Chiraux’ s 
experiment  at  full  length.  That  in  the  action  of  vomiting 
there  is  a  convufflon  of  the  diaphragm  and  intercollal  muf- 
clesnobody  wiil  deny:  but  I  am  afraid  he  has  miftaken 
Mr  .Chiraux  s  meaning,  imagining  that  thefe  violent  motions 

were  the  caufc  ot  vomiting,  whereas  it  appears  they  are 
only  the  effect.  '  /  ■  - 

blid. 
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Page  26,  line  19.  What  does  he  mean  by  the  efflatus  of 
the  blood  ?  Certainly  not  the  rarefaction  of  it,  when  he  has 
brought  Morgan's  experiment  in  page  15,  to  prove  that  the 
globules  are  incapable  of  dilatation. 

Pa^e  20,  line  29.  What  ihall  we  make  of  this  author  ! 
He  transforms  himfelf  into  fo  many  Protean  fhapes,  that 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  laying  hold  of  his  meaning.  One 
while  we  are  to  give  acids  and  fuch  things  as  powerfully 
allay  thirft ;  another  time  we  are  to  prefcribe  neutral  falts, 
which  he  acknowledges  will  create  it.  Were  thefe  direc¬ 
tions  to  be  exadfly  followed  what  a  hurly  hurley  fhould  we 
raife  in  the  human  conftitution  !  I  fancy  more  people  would 
die  of  the  do&or  than  this  heretofore  fo  mortal  difeafe. 

Ibid  paragraph  laft.  If  Brifiol  hot- well  water  has  any 
peculiar  virtue  that  other  water  has  not,  it  muff  be  owing 
to  its  minera  or  calx,  which  this  author  is  fo  fond  of  part¬ 
ing  with.  No  body  will  deny  the  aflertion  of  its  being 
good  in  the  yellow  fever,  but  when  it  lofes  the  minera  or 
calx  wherewith  it  is  impregnated  at  the  well  it  becomes  no¬ 
thing  more  than  common  water. 

Page  28,  line  19.  See  our  author’s  mixture  de  tribus  in 
the  next  page.  I  wonder  if  one  or  thefe  would  not  do  as 
well.  But&  I  fuppofe  a  fimple  prefcription  would  fret  the 
patient  to  death,  when  he  refiedfs  what  a  deal  of  money  he 
mult  give  for  a  little  fcrap  of  paper  with  only  two  or  three 
words^ wrote  upon  it.  Here  he  (hews  his  judgment  as  well 
as  policy. 

Page  29,  line  3.  So  long  as  the  atcaline  putridity  conti¬ 
nues  : It  would  not  have  been  amifs  had  he  laid  down  fome 
rules  to  teach  us  new  comers  how  long  that  is. 

Ibid,  line  15.  To  account  philosophically  for  the  adlion  of 
the  bark ,  &c.  This  is  a  figurative  way  of  writing  called 
the  bathos.  The  author  undertakes  great  things,  and  when 
we  come  to  him  in  expectation  of  meeting  with  fomething 
very  fine,  we  are  fubb'd  off  with  the  genteel  evafion,  that 
it  is  not  to  our  purpofe. 

To  account  for  its  adtion  from  the  fpecific  configuration 
of  its  parts,  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  I  know  nothing  at  all 
about  the  matter.  Had  he  laid  this,  it  would  have  oeen 
much  more  ingenuous  and  philofophical,  than  to  hurry 
over  the  fubjedt,  by  giving  us  a  diftant  hint  that  he  could 
inform  us,  were  it  to  the  purpofe. 
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Page  29,  line  laft.  Blood  rich  with  j 'alts ,  be.  We 
new  comers  are  all  taught  to  believe  that  the  beft  blood  is  the 
moil  mild,  balfamic,  and  free#  from  thefe  fliarp  falts. 
Nay  more,  young,  healthy,  vigorous  people  have  fewer  of 
thefe  falts  than  old  difeas’d  perfons.  However  as  we  are 
now  taught  better,  ’twould  be  very  unreafonable  in  us  to 
adhere  pertinacioufly  to  our  academical  principles  and  fa¬ 
vourite  hypothefes. 

Page  3°,  line  19.  Since  this  appears,  be.  He  has  cer¬ 
tainly  got  the  moil  expeditious  way  of  making  things  ap¬ 
pear  that  ever  I  met  with.  He  lays  down  data,  none  of 
which  are  prov’d,  and  from  thefe  makes  his  conclufion. 

Ibid,  line  28.  Nifus  of  the  particles  of  bloody 
This  wants  to  be  explain’d,  as  I  am  convinced  it  is  no  ty¬ 
pographical  error.  } 

Page  3  r,  line  2.  Anoint  with  fine  oil,  be.  Ifuppofethls 
is  to  promote  perfpiration. 

31’  line  30.  It  is  very  certain  free  livers,  be.  J 
would  not  by  any  means  impeach  this  author’s  morals,  but 
I  am  afraid,  that  otner  people  who  have  not  fo  great  a  re¬ 
gard  for  him  as  I  have,  will  be  apt  to  fay,  that  he  encou- 
rages  toping  a  little  too  much,  and  tippling  in  the  morning* 

Ibid,  line  34.  Vinegar  and  fait.  This  finifties  all 
Ajter  melting  us  down ,  boiling  our  blood ,  be.  we  are  at  lafl 
pickled  and  falted  alive. 

And  now  reader,  having  taken  up  fo  much  of  your  time, 
(X  hope  not  idly)  it  is  reafonable  X  fhould  make  fome  apology 
for  it.  Mr.  John  Williams  having  publiih’d  an  elfay  on  the 
bilious  fever,  I  found,  upon  perufing  it,  that  it  was  not 
wrote  with  that  correftnefs  a  fubjea  of  this  fort  required, 
and  which  in  fhort  might  reafonably  have  been  expe&ed 
from  that  gentleman.  He  has  taken  fome  pains  to  give  the 
world  a  bad  impreffion  of  new  comers,  of  which  I  happen 
to  be  one ;  and  no  one  argument  that  he  has  made  ufe  of, 
tends  either  to  our  information  in  points  of  which  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant,  or  to  clear  up  others  that  are  Hill  in  dif- 

•  «  «  maxims  and  principles,  that 

are  neither  founded  on  reafon  or  experience,  nor  fupported 
by  the  authority  of  antient  or  modern  writers,  all  which  I 
hope  will  juftify  a  cenfure  of  this  fort.  If  a  man  happens 
to  err  in  his  judgment  (which  the  bell  is  liable  to)  for  God's 
lake  let  him  give  fome  plaulible  reafon3  for  it,  and  not  im- 
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pofe  his  whimfical  opinions  upon  the  world  for  cer¬ 
tain  truths.  The  ignorant  may  be  taken  with  novelty, 
but  it  is  a  great  infult  upon  any  man  of  reafon  to  imagine  his 
errors  are  to  be  palm’d  upon  him  without  any  manner  of 
rhyme  or  reafon.  The  world  may  be  deceived  in  private 
men  but  never  in  public  authors,  the  author  then  hangs 
out  his  fign  and  every  man  who  walks  the  flreets  has  a 
right  to  ftop  and  look  at  it.  Nor  are  we  to  judge  of  him 
by  other  people’s  words,  unlefs  he  applies  them  properly, 
and  fhews  us  that  he  has  good  reafons  for  concurring  with 
them.  For  once  I  will  imitate  him,  and  without  giving 
any  reafons  for  it,  quote  a  paffagein  Baglivi,  which  every 
one  is  at  liberty  to  apply  to  what  ufes  he  fhall  think  proper. 
Nec  non  eiiam  ut  medicus  ipfe ,  non  amplius  Grads  vocabulis 
armatus  carnifex ,  fed  ut  human a  falutis  cujios ,  rejiitutor 
ejfe  videatur. 

As  I  am  now  drawing  near  a  conclufion,  I  muft  more 
immediately  apply  myfelf  to  the  author,  and  advife  him  to 
be  a  little  cautious  in  regulating  the  paflions  of  the  mind.  I 
know  very  well  that  no  one  cares  to  have  the  deformities  of 
his  produ&ions  pry’d  into,  and  ’tis  too  tender  a  point  to 
exercife  a  man’s  paflions  upon.  If  any  one  has  a  deform  d 
child,  it  would  not  only  be  rude  but  barbarous  to  upbraid 
the  parents  with  it ;  but  ftiould  they  apply  to  any  perfon  to 
cure  it,  they  could  net  take  it  amifs  to  be  informed  how 
the  cafe  flood.  This  is  the  prefent  cafe  ;  and  as  I  have  not 
only  ihewn  the  reafon  but  alfo  the  neceffity  of  this  under¬ 
taking  from  the  author’s  own  invitation,  I  muft  ftill  put 
him  mind  of  the  unreafonablenefs  as  well  as  the  danger  of 
indulging  the  paflions  on  this  occafion.  But  above  all  let 
me  caution  him  againft  the  fpleen,  as  by  that  means  it  is  pof- 
fible  he  may  pre-difpofe  himfelf  to  catch  the  yellow  fever . 
Which  would  not  only  be  a  private  lofs  to  every  perfon  that 
has  the  happinefs  of  being  acquainted  with  him  (if  any 
accident  fhould  be  the  confequence)  but  the  public  would 
feverely  feel  the  calamity,  as  few  people  now-a-days  feem 
to  be  endow’d  with  the  fame  fpirit  for  promoting  the  public 

good. 
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